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Kate Simons 

A wonderful tale of coming of age in 

a culture that is fast disappearing, I 

adored this book, with its gentle 

rhythms, its endearing characters, 

and its dry wit.  

A delightful, deftly crafted tale, Hillstation 

tells the story of two boys, Rabindra and 

Pol, living in a forgotten village in the 

distant foothills of the Himalayas, who 

yearn to break out from their traditional 

roles and narrow confines and see the 

world. The arrival of a small group of 

English dancers appears to be the answer 

to their prayers, however it sets off a 

series of events which impact on the wider 

community. 

The story is told with immense charm and humour, as Rabindra and Pol take 

you with them on their venture away from the boundaries of their traditional 

childhoods towards love and a new life.  

I adored this book, with its gentle rhythms and flows, its endearing characters, 

and its dry wit. A wonderful book to take on holiday, I can’t wait to read more 

from this author. 

  

 

 



 

Phylippa Smithson  

Wonderfully written humorous story based in the foothills of the 

Himalayas but not a plot I could believe in.  

Rabindra (Rabin) is suffering second son syndrome.  With a father obsessed 

with promotion of his eldest son, Dev, who not only is a qualified doctor but who 

graduated in England.   Rabin was not graced with such fortune as the family 

wealth did not extend to two sons ‘living the dream.’   

In his Father’s eyes he is there to do whatever eldest son decrees and when not 

doing this he is to ‘only speak when spoken to.’ 

And to add insult to injury his best (and only) friend, Pol, is a ‘low-born’ with 

next to know standing in the village. Rabin is seen as ‘high- born’ and his Father 

passionately tries to enforce no contact at all and any time with Pol. 

Ignoring the words of his Father, when the boys believe they have identified 

there true cause in life, to find, marry and live with a wife from and in England, 

they begin a campaign of sacrifice and prayers to the Gods to deliver the 

answers to their prayers.  And when 3 English women suddenly and in the most 

unlikely of circumstances, land on the remotest of remote villages, they are 

convinced the gods have delivered. 

And then the engaging plot turned and left me with such disappointment as it 

strayed from being kind of credible to just downright farce with slap stick 

humour replacing the almost laugh out loud delivered words in the first part of 

Hillstation. 

Disappointing and disappointed.   

 

Alex Hetherington 

Despite the characters finding themselves in the most perilous of 

situations towards the end, no matter what moral epiphanies filled 

the final pages, by then I had lost interest altogether. 

When Rabindra asks the gods of the Himalayan Mountains to send him an 

English wife, he was not expecting a troupe of exotic English dancers to turn up 

the next day. This is the backdrop for a swashbuckling adventure about 

friendship, love and sacrifice.  However most of these unfortunately got lost 

within the overexcitement of such a scenario for this character and lead to quite 

chaotic dialogue and the author not quite knowing what to do with anyone at 

any point. There was lots going on but it all seemed to get muddled up quite 



 

easily. The fundamentals of the novel worked out quite well and it did have 

heart, its best moments to be found with the two best friends, Rabindra and Pol. 

As a narrative I just don’t feel that it worked. Contemporary fiction is filled with 

exotic tales of hundred-year-old men going on mad adventures and I felt this 

tried to match them but never met those heights. When the book calmed down a 

little and focused on the smaller things, reflected and spent more time with the 

characters it most definitely flourished but unfortunately it never kept still long 

enough to enjoy those moments properly and despite the characters finding 

themselves in the most perilous of situations towards the end, no matter what 

moral epiphanies filled the final pages, by then I had lost interest altogether.  

http://boyletstalkaboutbooks281.blogspot.co.uk/2016/06/hillstation-by-robin-

mukherjee.html 

 

Karen Mcintosh  

Two young Indian men living up in the mountains want to find English wives 

and give offerings to the Gods in the hope that they will come to them.  When a 

group of English people arrive unexpectedly they think their dreams have come 

true.  This book is amusing in parts and I found it a satisfying read when I 

finished it.  I'm afraid I didn't find the main character, Rabin, or his sidekick Pol 

the most likeable of characters or the language they used flowed.  I understand 

why they spoke the way they did, as we are let into the reason later in the book, 

but it didn't flow well for me.  Nevertheless the book was very well written 

and I thought the last few chapters were a perfect end to the story. 

 

Christine Scott  

Interesting story about a remote hillstation in the very North of Pakistan. Two 

village teenagers who dream of leaving and Marrying English girls and living 

in England.  

Two teenage boys  live in a remote village in the Himalayan mountains. The 

village people are ruled by religion and their beliefs. One of the boys thinks his 

brother is a doctor who learnt in England and all he and his friend want to do is 

go to England and marry English girls.   

One day 3 English girl dancers are stranded in the village with their managers.  

The villagers don't like them and the clothes they wear and the dancing they do.   

One of the boys marries his English girl but she doesn't want to leave the village.  

http://boyletstalkaboutbooks281.blogspot.co.uk/2016/06/hillstation-by-robin-mukherjee.html
http://boyletstalkaboutbooks281.blogspot.co.uk/2016/06/hillstation-by-robin-mukherjee.html


 

The other boy can't get the girl he loves to want him too. 

It transpires in the end that the doctor is not a qualified doctor and has never 

been to England. 

This is a story that can be a bit confusing and you really have think 

about it as you read.  There are adventures and accidents in the chapters 

and you have understand the Hindo religion to see how the boys parents and 

the villagers react to what the boys get up to.  An interesting read. 

 

Alexandra Harper-Williams 

Enchanting and funny modern fable about life in a small village in 

the Indian mountains. It will make you smile. 

Rabindra work as the clinic skivvy in an Indian village that hasn’t even made 

an appearance on modern maps. He prays every day for the arrival of an 

English bride, and when a dance troupe from England arrives on the scene, it 

seems that salvation is near. But will the English girls be interested in 

marriage?  

The author Robin Mukherjee beautifully sets the scene in an Indian village in the 

mountains for a story that is essentially about all that’s really important in life: 

love, friendship, contentment. The characters in the story are funny and as the 

reader I really felt empathy with them all.  

I felt that HILLSTATION had a very light and positive atmosphere, a bit like a 

modern day fairytale with some unexpected turns around the corners. A book 

that will really make you smile!  

 

Keith Currie  

In a small community in the Himalayas the arrival of an English 

exotic dance troupe creates havoc and change - the funniest and 

most entertaining novel I have read so far this year. 

In the Himalayan foothills there is the traditional and conservative village 

community of Pushkara. Rab and Dev dream and plot to meet, marry and move 

to England with English wives. This community is so cut-off that it appears on 

no map, no-one outside has ever heard of it and only a once weekly bus ever 

ventures to it. Then a small troupe of English exotic dancers and their manager 

on the run from Indian criminals arrive unexpectedly and set in motion a series 

of misunderstandings culminating in havoc and radical change to the isolated 



 

community. 

This has to be the funniest, most entertaining and indeed thought-provoking 

novel I have read so far this year. Clashes and misunderstandings between 

cultures, generations, genders and castes all combine to create comic mayhem. 

There is wonderful satire on religious and societal prejudice. There is also an 

unlikely but moving love story. In fact, the novel is actually a fantasy – no place 

could exist quite like Pushkara, but it is reflective enough of reality to provoke 

empathy and serious thought. At the heart of the novel is a constant theme of 

philosophical causality. That this could be considered both seriously and as a 

rich mine of humour is a testament to the author’s imagination and craft. 

Remember: ‘You think that you do not know. But you know that you could know 

if only you knew how to know’ – as Socrates might have said if he had thought 

about things a bit more. 

 

Lindsey Whittle 

Very enjoyable  - Alexander McCall Smith with a little more bite!  

Indian village life, and a confused romance - happy ending, with a twist. Perfect 

escapist reading. Very enjoyable  - Alexander McCall Smith with a little 

more bite! Charming story of naïve, trusting Rabindra, living in an Indian 

backwater village, and his conviction that true love for him will be with an 

Englishwoman.  The lilting rhythms of Indian speech are perfectly caught; 

likewise the pedantic vocabulary, so much larger and more precise than we use 

today.  It's a lovely story, with all loose ends gathered together and a happy 

ending, although with a twist.  Perfect escapist reading for a wet 

weekend.  

 

Tracey Thomas  

Highly enjoyable full of warmth and humour.  

So there I was sitting on a gloomy day raining cats and dogs with some thunder 

in the distance, I look at my to be read pile and see Hillstation, so I pick it up 

and start to read. I'm so glad I did; a fabulous book which brought a ray of 

sunshine and warmth into my living room. 

 I really enjoyed this book full of wonderful and eccentric characters which you 

can picture in your mind in a wonderful setting in which you wish you can jump 

on a plane and go visit with them.  



 

 A very likeable story with a humorous side which makes you chuckle, in which 

you experience another culture and there take on events which is highly 

amusing and full of warmth. 

 I will most certainly be reading this author again and looking forward to it.  

 

Ian Tyreman 

Interesting concept but just didn't grip me, detailed descriptions but 

not enchanting characters. Although well written and good use of 

language it just was not for me.  

 

Angela Rhodes  

Rabindra has a dream, and his dream is to marry an English girl, and along 

with his friend Pol, they think up ways of making it come true. But, working for 

his brother in a remote Himalayan village, this seems unlikely…until. One day, 

one that Rabindra and Pol will never forget, a dance troupe arrives - a dance 

troupe with English girls. What unfolds is the amusing touching story of how 

these two young men (who will steal your heart!) set about trying to win the 

hearts of the girls. Full of the most likeable characters, and beautiful 

descriptions, I did not want this book to end.  

 

Rebecca Cockeram 

A fun, atmospheric story - definitely worth putting on your holiday 

list.  

It's well written and certainly a fun book, with characters you'll like and some 

you won't.  It's a good holiday read. 

This is the story of Rabindra and his desire for an English wife following stories 

he's heard of England. A group of foreigners descend on the village and trouble 

follows.  It's light and fluffy. This is an excellent holiday read. 

It's light hearted fun. The descriptions really take you into the village and make 

this a very atmospheric read. 

I can't say that I loved this book, but it was enjoyable and certainly passed the 

time for me. 

 



 

Liz Bloomer  

Not a book that I enjoyed reading but could imagine it being made 

into a comedy film. A little too far fetched and not the sort of book 

that I would normally buy. 

I found this a difficult book to read. It reads like a script for a play so I wasn't 

surprised to discover that the author is a playwright. 

I could imagine that the text made into a film would be wonderful as you read 

the descriptions of the area in which the book is set. However the written text 

was sometimes difficult and far-fetched. There was an underlying story of 

family life and culture but I was put off by the larger than life story which ran 

in parallel. All in all not a book I enjoyed but possibly a comedy film in the 

making!  


