
A Q&A with Scarlett Thomas 

What were your favourite fantasy novels as a child? 

I read so much as a child – and mainly from libraries – that I now find I have 

forgotten so many of the titles and authors of my favourite books. I particularly 

loved any books I could find to do with magic, time travel or philosophy, and it 

helped if they were funny! Favourites I do remember include Which Witch? by 

Eva Ibbotson, Charmed Life by Diana Wynne Jones and the The Faraway Tree 

series by Enid Blyton. 

What is it about fantasy and magical adventures that so appeals to you as an 

author? 

I think I believe in fantasy and magical worlds a bit more than I believe in the 

real world! I’m convinced that we can learn a lot from fantasy and magical 

adventures about goodness and kindness and difficult choices – and how our 

world really works too. I think these kinds of books are really important 

because life itself is a journey and an adventure and we need all the help we 

can get in navigating it. I remember reading Northern Lights by Philip Pullman 

and actually feeling stronger in myself after reading about Lyra’s bravery. 

These kinds of books touch us very deeply. 

How much fun did you have playing with the idea of books as gateways in 

Dragon’s Green? 

A lot! Especially since I believe books really are gateways. I’ve explored this 

idea before in my other novels, particularly in The End of Mr Y. Books let us 

travel inside other people’s heads, through time, through space. They are 

much more immersive than virtual reality. People talk a lot about augmented 

reality now, but I think books have always offered us a way to augment reality.  

Dragon’s Green is your debut novel for children. What was your favourite 

scene to write and why? 

I loved writing every single scene in this book so much. Literally every page is 

full of joy for me because I’ve found this voice, and I’m having so much fun 

with it. So it’s hard to choose one scene. I really liked writing the moment 



where Effie is about to face the dragon, and she gets to put together any outfit 

she likes from all the clothes of the dead princesses that the dragon has eaten. 

It’s a kind of gruesome moment, but also very empowering. There’s also some 

fashion in it (which is another big love of mine). I also really loved writing the 

scene where Maximilian goes into the Underworld and has to eat really 

horrible food like anchovies and very smelly cheese. 

If a child was to recommend Dragon’s Green to a friend, what’s the thing 

you’d most like them to say? 

I’d love them to say it was their favourite book! I’d also like them to tell their 

friend that it’s a book that says that everyone has their own special magical 

ability. They could also then encourage their friend to go on our web-hub to 

find out what their magical kharakter would be (www.worldquake.co.uk) 

 

 

http://www.worldquake.co.uk/



