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Read and enjoy Michael Morpurgo’s Wartman, a brilliant quick read accessible to 
mixed ability groups.

‘It would have been a lot better if I’d broken a leg playing football...’

Life is tough for Dilly. He’s gone from being the most popular boy in school 
and the goody-two-shoes of the family to being a bit of a grump. It’s all 
because of George - a big ugly wart on Dilly’s knee.

Dilly tries to hide George under a plaster but an accident during a football 
game in school exposes the wart for all to see. His brother Jim’s teasing 
is nothing compared to the mockery of Dilly’s school-yard nemesis Penny 
Prosser, and it’s left up to kindly Miss Erikson to save the day in a most 
unusual way…

Less dense and complex than Michael Morpurgo’s longer novels, Wartman offers 
an ideal opportunity for mixed ability groups to explore the ways in which this 
beloved author uses point-of-view and a touch of humour to explore the big issues 
that small problems can sometimes present.

1 . WHO AM I?
The narrator of a book is the person who tells the story.

The two most common types of narrator are:

First-person narrators: These are usually the main character within the story. 
They tell the story from their own point-of-view and they can only ‘see’ inside 
their own heads. They use the words ‘I’ and ‘me’ to refer to themselves, e.g. ‘It all 
started when I got up on Sunday morning.’

Third-person narrators: It can be harder to say ‘who’ these narrators are! They 
tell the story from a different point-of-view to the point-of-view of the characters 
and they can ‘see’ inside the heads of many characters. They call the characters 
‘he’, ‘she,’ and so on, e.g. ‘It all started when Catherine and John got up on Sunday 
morning.’

PART 1 IDEAS FOR EXPLORING THE TEXT
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Read the first page of Wartman.

Does Wartman have a first-person narrator, or a third-person narrator? How do 
you know?

Who is the narrator?

2. HOW DILLY FEELS
Read P1 aloud.

Which of these statements does the group agree with?

 Dilly is right to be sorry he didn’t break his leg and have to go to 
hospital. Breaking a leg is quite fun. The narrator would have had a 
cool plaster cast, and cards and flowers and grapes. Breaking a leg is 
much better than getting a wart.

 Dilly is a bit silly to be sorry he didn’t break his leg and have to go to 
hospital. Breaking a leg is quite serious. The narrator might have had a 
cool plaster cast, and cards and flowers and grapes, but he would have 
been in pain too. Breaking a leg is not good, and neither is getting a 
wart.

 Dilly is very wrong to be sorry he didn’t break his leg and have to go 
to hospital. Breaking a leg is very serious. His leg could have been 
damaged for a long time, and a plaster cast and cards and grapes are 
not the point. By comparison, having a wart is not a big deal.

Discuss the following statement with the group. Do they agree with it?

STATEMENT

Sometimes, when something upsets us, it seems to be a bigger deal than it really 
is. In our heads, it grows into a big problem. It can make us say and think silly 
things. For example, we might say that we would prefer to be hurt or sick and get 
to stay at home than face something we dread at school. Of course, we would not 
really like to be hurt or sick at all.

 AGREE

 DISAGREE
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Discuss why Michael Morpurgo begins Wartman with Dilly wishing quite a serious 
injury on himself. Does Dilly’s slightly silly statement help readers to understand 
more about Dilly than they would otherwise?

Discuss times in the group’s lives when they have felt like Dilly does.

NB There is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answer to the questions above – different readers 
will see things in different ways.

3. DILLY AND JIM
‘“Sticks and stones may break my bones,” Dad said, “but names will never hurt 
me. Silly Dilly, Wartman – what does it matter what he calls you? What’s the 
difference?”’ – P18

Dilly thinks there is a big difference between being called Silly Dilly and being 
called Wartman. Does the group agree? Why? 

When a person teases another person, they very often pick on something they 
know the other person is sensitive about. How do we know Dilly is sensitive about 
his wart?

4. A WART CALLED GEORGE
What does the group think of the fact that Dilly calls his wart George? Does this 
make the wart seem like more of a big deal, or less of a big deal?

Brainstorm funny names for spots, boils, warts and moles, and draw portraits of 
people with their ‘pet’ blemishes!

5. A MYSTERIOUS OLD MAN…
There is more than one way to look at the ending of Wartman. What does the 
group think?

 Mr Ben magics away Dilly’s wart and gives warts to Penny and Jim 
instead.

 Dilly’s wart just happens to go away and Penny and Jim just happen 
get warts from touching things Dilly has touched.

How might Penny have caught the wart?

Would the group prefer to think there was some magic involved, or would they 
prefer to think the ending has a rational explanation?
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Michael Morpurgo went to school in London, Sussex and 
Canterbury and then went to University in London. He 
became a teacher and he loved to read books to his pupils. 
When he couldn’t find books they liked, he decided to 
write his own.

Michael Morpurgo has written over 100 books and was 
the UK Children’s Laureate from 2003 to 2005. This is 
an important honour for a writer who has made a huge 
difference to books for children and young people.

Michael Morpurgo often writes about animals, and also about farm life. Perhaps 
his most famous novel is War Horse, which was made into a famous stage play in 
the West End of London, and then a feature film by Steven Spielberg. War Horse 
is about a farm horse called Joey who is called up to fight in the First World War. 
Joey’s owner, Albert, follows him to France to try to get him back.

Michael Morpurgo knows all about farm life, because he lives on a farm in Devon. 
He and his wife set up a charity called ‘Farms for City Children’. Many thousands 
of children from big cities have enjoyed a week of ‘muck and magic’ on a farm 
thanks to the charity.

You can read more about Michael Morpurgo on his own website:

WWW.MICHAELMORPURGO.CO.UK

PART 2 ABOUT MICHAEL MORPURGO
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WRITE A BOOK REVIEW 
Try to answer all of these questions to help you create your review of Wartman:

 ˚ What is Wartman about?

 ˚ What did you think was good about Wartman?

 ˚ Was there anything you didn’t like about Wartman?

 ˚ Did Wartman teach you anything new or make you think about 
anything differently?

 ˚ Would you like to read more books by the same author?

 ˚ How many stars would you give Wartman out of five?

Write your review out neatly in your best writing and display it on the wall or keep 
it in a folder with other reviews.

READ A BOOK-WITHIN-A-BOOK
Did you know that the story Miss Erikson reads to Dilly’s class on P43 really 
exists? It is a story by Michael Morpurgo, based on a traditional story, and it is 
called Cock-a-doodle-do, Mr Sultana! If you would like to read it, you can find it 
here: http://www.harpercollins.co.uk/Titles/76593/cockadoodle-doo-mr-sultana!-
epub-edition-michael-morpurgo-9780007464234

Like Miss Erikson, Michael Morpurgo loved to tell his class stories when he was 
a teacher. Do you think you would have liked to have Michael Morpurgo as your 
teacher? Would you like to be taught by Miss Erikson?

PART 3 EXTENSION ACTIVITY


