
Q&A for LoveReading 

 

What inspired you to come up with the concept for your latest novel Wolves in the Dark – was it 

a real-life event, a daydream, an issue you wanted to explore?  

It was not a real-life event, but the themes have been prominent in the news for some years. After I 

wrote my book, however, a real criminal investigation here in Bergen told a terrible and very similar 

story. It was about the ‘dark web’, abused children and a similar network to the one I describe in my 

book. It’s frightening, really! 

Can you describe how you developed this initial idea into a full-length novel?  

All my ideas come to me as full-length novels; that is just the way I work – by creating long and 

complex plots. 

What kind of research did you do for your latest work? 

I read a lot of articles in the newspapers and on the internet. I also had to speak with people with more 

knowledge of IT than I have myself. 

How would you describe your relationship with your protagonists? Do you love them; do they 

irritate you; do they get under your skin?   

I have written about Varg Veum for forty years, so I can definitely say that he is one of my oldest and 

best friends. He has never irritated me; in fact, when I write about him, I get under his skin. 

What kind of books do you read: 1) when you’re writing; 2) when you’re not? Do you find you 

choose different genres/types depending on whether you’re writing, or doesn’t it matter? 

Whether I’m writing or not makes no difference to what I read. I read all the time – I would say fifty 

percent crime novels and fifty percent mainstream novels. What I choose is nearly always random – I 

leave it to chance. 

What was the last book you read? 

The Bird Tribunal by Agnes Ravatn. 

And what’s the next book in your reading pile? 

The latest from Ian Rankin: Rather Be the Devil. 

 

Bergen, 29.05.2017.     Gunnar Staalesen 

 

 


