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SYNOPSIS

‘A dramatic and moving exploration of the gulf between faith and fanaticism.’
Gillian Cross, author of the Demon Headmaster series

‘Meet me at the Hill of the Angels,’ I said suddenly but 
Grace shook her head. ‘There are no angels,’ she said 
coldly . . . and in this new world you and I cannot be 
friends.’

An enthralling story about loyalty, war and the 
redemptive power of love

1640. In the Pennine wool town of Middleholme, childhood 
friends Abigail Booth and Grace Fowler are united by 
a shared love of wild hills, beautiful things and the 
mysterious angels of their secret place.

But tension is rising and bitter lines are being drawn across 
the land. Who is for the King? Who is for Parliament? And 
which side will God favour?

When the Civil War erupts, violently dividing neighbour 
against neighbour and brother against brother, Grace and 
Abigail’s families are ripped apart.

Will their friendship survive and their hiding place remain 
safe?

Hill of the Angels
by Sue Mayfield
Paperback original | 16 June 2016 | £6.99 
ISBN: 978 0 281 07641 3
Also available as an eBook: 978 0 281 07642 0

Praise for Sue Mayfield’s Blue 
(2001):

‘The most gripping and heart-
rending book I have read in a 
long time.’

Amazon review

‘A must-read book.’
Amazon review

‘Wow! This book was 
breathtaking.’

Amazon review

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sue Mayfield is the author of eight novels for young adults, three of which (Blue, Voices and Damage) 
have been nominated for the Carnegie Medal. Blue won the 2002 North East Book Award and the 2005 
Heartland Award for Young Adult Fiction in the USA, where it was published as Drowning Anna. Un an 
après (the French version of Damage) won the 2011 Prix Polar de Jeunesse. 



FACT AND FICTION

THE WRITER’S CRAFT

Writing a novel, the most important thing is the story. Does is rattle along, draw my readers in, keep 
them in suspense, make them laugh or cry?

Hill of the Angels is a historical novel so describing the period of history when it’s set is important too.

Abigail Booth’s family weave woollen cloth and 
weaving is a good metaphor for writing historical 
fiction.
In weaving, the fixed warp threads are fastened to 
the loom, top and bottom, but the weft threads 
move more freely backwards and forwards in and out 
of the warp.

Writing Hill of the Angels I was trying to ‘weave’ my 
story (fiction) in an out of things that really happened 
(facts).

Facts 

Setting my story in the 1640s, I’ve included some events that really happened so important facts – the 
dates, battles, names of political figures – are fixed like warp threads.

Some details of my story are based on accounts of this period in the town of Halifax in West Yorkshire 
where the parish church suffered a lot of damage during the Civil War. Windows were smashed, 
furniture was burnt and there are scuff marks made by horses’ hooves from when the army’s horses 
were stabled there! There is an ornate wooden font cover that was removed and hidden so it wouldn’t 
be destroyed when Parliamentarian soldiers came.

One ‘thread’ that caught my imagination was the true story of, Richard Marsh, the Halifax priest who 
fled for his life and was in hiding for 16 years. I read a grisly detail that his pregnant wife went into early 
labour when soldiers stormed their house. I decided to incorporate this ‘thread’ in my novel.

Fiction

If facts are the warp threads, then fiction is the weft threads that weave in and out. Writers use their 
imagination to play with possibilities, creating characters, worlds and situations that didn’t exist before – 
like magic!

Thinking about Richard Marsh I wondered: Who was he? What was he like? Suppose he had a 
daughter…suppose she had a friend… Then what if -   because of the outbreak of the Civil War - they 
ended up on opposing sides as enemies? What would that be like…?

Warp
Weft



I hope the story feels ‘real’ – even though most of it is made up.

Historical research was important. I needed to know what life for Grace and Abigail would have been like 
so I could describe it authentically. I had to think about what they would know and understand, what 
they would be aware of, what they would eat and wear. Because the story is narrated in the first person 
so either Abigail or Grace are speaking -  everything I include has to be something they would naturally 
say and think.

One book that I found very helpful was The English Civil War at First Hand by Tristram Hunt 
(Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 2002).

This period of history is unfamiliar to most people and some of the conflicts (especially those involving 
religious differences) are difficult for us to understand in the 21st century. Writing Hill of the Angels I 
was aware of needing to explain certain things so the story made sense but I didn’t want these facts to 
get in the way of the drama. Although the book is set nearly 400 years ago it’s a human story about love, 
friendship, loss and survival and these themes are timeless. The most important thing for any writer is to 
tell a story well, so it grips readers and  lives on in their minds. I hope Hill of the Angels does this…

THE WRITER’S CRAFT



‘MEET ME ON THE HILL OF THE ANGELS AT 
FOUR STRIKES OF THE CLOCK.’

‘HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE OVER THEE, 
TO KEEP THEE IN ALL THY WAYS.’

‘THEY WERE TEARS OF  . . . BROKEN HOPES AND 
SQUANDERED YOUTH.’



WHAT WAS THE CIVIL WAR ABOUT?

BRITISH HISTORY

In the simplest terms the Civil War was a conflict between King Charles I  and his Parliament.

King Charles believed that he had ‘The Divine Right of Kings’  - in other words he was appointed by 
God and could rule however he wanted. For eleven years (from 1629-1640) the King had dissolved 
Parliament and ruled without them.  During this period he had taxed the English people harshly to pay 
for expensive wars against France and Spain. (In Hill of the Angels Abigail’s family complain about these 
taxes – the most of unpopular of which was Ship-Money which seemed especially unfair to people living 
nowhere near the sea.) 

Parliament believed that the King’s powers needed to be regulated and that he had no right to govern 
without them.

From 1642 onwards both sides raised armies.

Supporters and soldiers of the King were called Royalists. They were also known as ‘Cavaliers’.

Supporters and soldiers of Parliament were called Parliamentarians and nicknamed ‘Roundheads’ 
because of the way they cut their hair short.

By and large, Royalists were more Catholic-leaning and Parliamentarians were more Protestant or 
Puritan. Many Parliamentarians suspected that King Charles intended to make England Roman Catholic 
again (See Resource Sheet 3).

The Civil War (or Wars to be more accurate as there were two distinct phases) lasted from 1642 until 
1649.

In 1649 Charles I was publicly executed and for eleven years England (and later Scotland and Ireland) 
was a Republic, ruled first by Parliament, then by Oliver Cromwell and (briefly) by his son Richard 
Cromwell.

In 1660 this period known as The Commonwealth came to an end and Charles II became King. This was 
known as The Restoration as the monarchy (rule by a king or queen) was restored.

Grace and Abigail are just 12 when the Civil War breaks out. They struggle to make sense of it 
and the devastating effect it has on Middleholme, the town where they live. On pages 66-68 of 
Hill of the Angels Abigail describes how baffled and horrified she is by the sudden divisions in 
her community and the frightening realities of war.



RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND

PROTESTANTISM AND CATHOLICISM

To understand the Civil War it helps to understand the religious background a little. In the 17th century, 
when Hill of the Angels is set, England was Christian and everyone was required by law to belong to 
the Church of England (sometimes called the Anglican Church). Religion was a vital part of everyday life 
and people would have been familiar with Christian ideas and the stories of the Bible, whatever their 
background. Faith was seen as important not just in life but in determining a person’s destiny after 
death – whether they would be ‘saved’ (go to Heaven) or not (go to Hell).

Christianity is a mono-theistic religion. Christians believe in one God but refer to three aspects 
of God (this is called The Trinity – three in one):

 - God the father – source and creator
 - Jesus the son – God in human form, a rescuer and friend
 - The Holy Spirit – the essence or breath of God that gives inner power to Christians

Until the 16th century all Christians in England were part of the Roman Catholic Church. The Church of 
England was formed when King Henry VIII broke away from the control of the Pope in Rome, in a period 
referred to as The Reformation. The new Church of England was Protestant.

Between the reign of Henry VIII and 1640 (when Hill of the Angels begins) there had been over a hun-
dred years of see-sawing between Catholic and Protestant versions of Christianity. This shifting back and 
forth depended on who was king or queen of England. This diagram might explain these shifts along the 
spectrum.

CATHOLIC
1491 – 1547

PROTESTANT

Henry VIII

CATHOLIC
1547 – 1553

PROTESTANT

Edward VI

CATHOLIC
1553 – 1558

PROTESTANT

Mary Tudor

CATHOLIC
1558 – 1603

PROTESTANT

Elizabeth I

CATHOLIC
1603 – 1625

PROTESTANT

James I

CATHOLIC
1625 – 1649

PROTESTANT

Charles I



Both Catholic and Protestant believers are Christians but there are differences of PRACTICE (how things 
are done) and EMPHASIS (what’s matters most).

RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND

PROTESTANTISM AND CATHOLICISM:
Their differences in a nutshell

More rituals and written 
prayers.
More ceremony

How do believers worship? Simpler services.
Less ceremony.

Colourful buildings, candles, 
pictures, statues, stained glass

What are church buildings like? Plainer buildings providing 
fewer distractions. No candles, 
pictures etc. 

More importance placed on the 
priest as special and different. 
Priest wears special, colourful 
robes.

How is the priest viewed? Less sense of priest as special. 
Greater role for ordinary wor-
shippers – the ‘Priesthood of All 
Believers.’ Priest’s clothes more 
plain. 

Holy Communion/Mass (a 
ceremony with bread and wine 
commemorating Jesus’ death) 
more central.

What matters most? Reading the Bible and preaching 
more central.

By practice – attending services 
and saying certain prayers.

How is a person ‘saved’? By faith – what they believe and 
their understanding of the Bible. 

CATHOLIC PROTESTANT

By 1640 Charles I had been king for fifteen years. He’d reintroduced a number of church reforms (via 
Archbishop Laud) that felt more Catholic and he also had a French wife – Henrietta Maria – who was a 
Roman Catholic. There was fear amongst those at the Protestant end of the spectrum (sometimes called 
‘Puritans’) that a swing back to Catholicism would destabilize the country and undo previous reforms. 
William Booth (Abigail’s elder brother in Hill of the Angels uses the word ‘Papist’ when he speaks about 
Grace and her father The Reverend Fowler. ‘Papist’ was an insult for someone who, as a Catholic, was 
seen to be a supporter of the Pope.



ANGELS AND SEEING THINGS

EVERYDAY REALITY AND 
DEEPER REALITY

Most religions hold the view that as well as everyday reality – the things we can see, touch and 
measure – there is also a higher or deeper reality; a spiritual reality that is mysterious and unseen. To 
borrow a phrase from Pokémon Go we might call this an  ‘augmented reality’.

In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Hamlet says to his friend Horatio:

There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy. 
(Act 1 Scene 5)

This unseen ‘bigger picture’ might involve a divine being (or beings) – a god or spiritual force – creating, 
shaping or holding our lives. It may also involve concepts like life after death, fate or reincarnation. 
What we believe about these things will have an impact on how we live now.

Many faiths share the view that certain people can ‘see’ these deeper or higher truths  better than 
others. These people are often called prophets or seers (literally ‘people who see’). In the stories of 
Ancient Greece Tiresias was a blind seer – although not able to see in a physical sense, he could ‘see’ 
what was coming and how events would unfold. In Hill of the Angels the blind beggar, Old Tristram has 
some of these qualities.

Shakespeare uses ‘seeing’ as an image of deeper understanding when, in The Tempest his 
character Prospero says to his daughter Miranda,

What seest thou else…?  
(Act 1 Scene 2)

Abigail and Grace believe that they can see angels in the cave at the Winstone Rocks. Angels exist in 
many cultures and faiths. In the Bible, angels appear as mysterious guests, as beings who move between 
heaven and earth or as messengers from God. They are also believed to offer protection.

On page 170 of Hill of the Angels Grace refers to the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, three 
Jewish men thrown into a fire who were protected by an angel. This story is in the Bible in the Book of 
Daniel Chapter 3.



THE WOOL TRADE

FROM SHEEP TO CLOTH

Rearing sheep and the manufacture of woollen cloth was at the heart of the economy of the Pennines 
(the range of hills that run along the northern ‘spine’ of England.) 

Before the Industrial Revolution (in the mid 18th century) - when towns and cities became centres for 
making things on a large scale in factories and mills  - textiles were made by ‘piece workers’ in their 
homes, scattered across the countryside. They would buy or produce raw wool (fleece), prepare it by 
carding and spinning, then weave it on a loom into a piece of cloth to sell.

The woollen town of Halifax in Yorkshire has a famous ‘Piece Hall’ with booths, like indoor market stalls, 
where traders would come and sell their ‘pieces’ of cloth.

Some cloth merchants  - like Thomas Sunderland in Hill of the Angels – became very wealthy and built 
grand houses and churches which still exist.

Abigail and Grace refer to a number of processes that were part of the wool trade.
 

 - Carding  - combing a fleece to untangle, clean and mix the fibres of the wool

 - Spinning -  twisting the wool fibres into a continuous thread

 - Loom – a frame with criss-crossing threads for weaving wool cloth 

 - Broadcloth -  a dense, plain woven cloth

 - Kersey – a coarse woollen cloth, lighter than a broadcloth

 - Fulling –  cleaning and thickening the fibres of a woollen cloth by washing and pounding it with water  
                    and fuller’s earth ( a type of clay)

 - Tenterframes – outdoor frames where lengths of cloth were pinned after fulling to shrink and stretch  
            them

 - Tenterhooks – nails driven into tenterframes to hold cloth in place

 - Cropping – removing the surface fibres with cropping shears to improve the appearance of a piece of  
     cloth



‘I COULD NEVER HAVE IMAGINED THAT OUR 
FAMILY WOULD RIP AND TEAR, COMING APART 
IN TATTERS.’

‘I HAVE NOT SEEN ABIGAIL BOOTH SINCE THE DAY 
HER BROTHER WILLIAM CALLED ME A WITCH.’

‘DANCING ON THE WALL ABOVE OUR HEADS 
WERE ANGELS – FINGERS POINTING AND 
WINGS FLICKERING.’



WORDSEARCH

Hill of the Angels by Sue Mayfield 

Wordsearch 

 

Find the 16 words listed below and then piece together the missing word with the letters in 
grey. The first three people to submit their completed puzzles to marketing@spck.org.uk 

will win a goody bag including a signed copy of Hill of the Angels by Sue Mayfield.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To find: 

 

 Middleholme 
 Grace 
 Abigail 
 Soldiers 
 Roundhead 
 Traitor 
 King 
 Pigeon 
 Lady Hallam 
 Angels 
 Peacock 

 Pearl 
 Oliver 
 William 
 Civil War 
 Saltley Hall 

 

r e m l o h e l d d i m 
o k c o c a e p l z f a 
u r n a r e v i l o h l 
n a o g r j a p f v s l 
d w d t e g s l e g n a 
h l g n i k n p s x v h 
e i s b u a r o e h f y 
a v a k d l r a e p l d 
d i r w a r s t f g i a 
q c g w i l l i a m i l 
i f s o l d i e r s y p 

m l l a h y e l t l a s 

FIND THE 16 WORDS LISTED BELOW AND PIECE TOGETHER THE MISSING WORD WITH THE 
LETTERS IN GREY. 

TO FIND:

 - Middleholme
 - Grace
 - Abigail
 - Soldiers
 - Roundhead
 - Traitor
 - King
 - Pigeon

 - Lady Hallam
 - Angels
 - Peacock
 - Pearl
 - Oliver
 - William
 - Civil War
 - Saltley Hall



36 Causton Street | London | SW1P 4ST
www.spck.org.uk | www.assemblies.org.uk

/ SPCK Publishing@SPCKPublishing @SPCKPublishing


