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A Chase in Time 

Written by Sally Nicholls 

 

 

Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids members. 

 

Erica Motoc, age 12 

This book is a perfect match for all you 

adventure lovers out there within the 

age range of 6-10 as that was what I 

felt the sentences were formed in a 

simpler style. 

 

This book is perfect for getting 

non-reluctant reader to give it a 

go-when the book was sitting on 

my desk, I felt like it was 

beckoning me to read it and I ended 

up finishing it in a, unfortunately, short 

amount of days after school(it was 

practically glued to me and I have it 

next to me, whilst I'm writing this 

review). 

 

Alex and Ruby's adventures are really 

quite epic and I would not hesitate to 

pick this book up and read it again, it is 

really quite great! 

 

 

Ruth Ward, Adult 

Sally Nicholls writes so well, she visited 

GTS with the Appledore Book Festival 

when her first book was out and I’ve been enjoying her books ever since. A Chase in 

Time is full of humour and brightness. It’s a pacy family adventure story with 

charming observations about the differences in living between 1912 and today. 

Looking forward to the next adventure in the series. 
 

 

Ellen Hall, age 8 

A real page turner, you won't be able to put this book down.. Alex & 



 

Ruby(his sister) fall through a mirror into the past.Can they solve the 

mystery of the stolen golden cup to secure a journey home.. 

This book is about Alex (a boy) and Ruby (his sister) who fall through a mirror. The 

world behind the mirror is in the past. They are trying to find out how to get back 

when a special golden cup is stolen. They realise in most movies/books when people go 

back in time, there is a problem they have to solve. They decide to try and solve this 

mystery to get back home. Can they solve the mystery.... I really enjoyed this book, and 

I read it from cover to cover in one go!  

 

 

Alexander Bisland, age 12 and Daniel Bisland, age 10 

This book is about a boy called Alex and his sister Ruby. They lived with their Aunt 

Joanna. She was thinking of selling the house and moving. The children wished the old 

house wouldn’t be sold! 

  

 One day, they fell into a mirror. Alex went through to the past. Ruby saw what 

happened so she followed him. They were now STUCK! 

  

 They found themselves in 1912! 

  

 They met 2 children; their ancestors, who guided them. When the Newberry cup went 

missing, Alex and Ruby decided that they may as well help find it, in the hope of 

returning to the present. 

  

 Do they get back?  

 Do they find the Newberry Cup?  

 Do they get used to life in 1912? 

  

 You’ll have to read the book to find out! 

  

 We recommend this book to 9+ readers who love an adventure. We 

couldn’t put the book down! 

  

 We give it 5***** 

 

 

Ethan, age 10 

It's an adventure story. I'd give it 7 out of 10 - it was funny but a very quick 

read, aimed at 9 year olds. 

This book is about a brother and a sister who go through their Aunt's magical mirror 

and travel back in time to save their Aunt's fortune by stopping robbers from stealing 

the priceless Newberry Cup. It was a funny story but I read it really quickly which 

meant it was over fast. It had two parts to it. My favourite character was Alex because 

he is adventurous, curious and funny. I think this book is best suited for 9 year olds 

and I would give it 7 out of 10 overall.  



 

Ross O’Gorman, 11 

A wonderfully illustrated book that's filled with fun, adventure, an 

exciting trip into the past and a daring mission. 

I really enjoyed this time travelling tale about Alex and Ruby Penrose who discover an 

old mirror in their aunt's house that acts as a tardis. They fall through it all the way 

back to 1912. They give some of their relatives quite a fright and have a hard time 

convincing them that they are from the future. Their attempt to fit in with the dress 

code of 1912 was hilarious. They decide that catching two unlikely criminals who have 

stolen a valuable cup from Atherton Pilgrim might just help them get back home and 

somehow save their aunt's house from being sold. Will they succeed? A great fun read 

and I am looking forward to the next book in the series. 

 

 

Harsh Budhdeo, 11 

Very interesting and intriguing - Lots of History to learn... 

I really enjoyed the book ‘A Chase in Time’ because it gives you history knowledge and 

gives a fabulous story. I liked how Sally Nicholls started the story and added the time- 

travelling part in. This book is brilliant because the author describes scenes so well 

that I could picture the moment in my head. My favourite character was Alex because 

at times he was very helpful like when he found the axe. This is a brilliant book and I 

would recommend this book to years 6+ because it is a mystery story and young 

children may not understand.  Overall it was a very interesting book.  

 
 
Charlotte Walker, Adult 

A great novel filled with fast paced adventure and fun. With their aunt about 

to sell Applecott House, Alex and Ruby wish there was some way they could the great 

house didn't need to be sold and all the quirky antiquities gathered over generations 

will be kept together. This wish leads to a magical adventure through time, with Alex 

and Ruby falling through a mirror to and back to 1912, where a whole new mystery 

awaits them.  

 

This is a great book with gorgeous illustrations throughout. Alex and Ruby's day trip 

through time is a great little adventure perfect for 7-10 year olds. This is also a great 

book to learn about history and family. I would definitely recommend it. 

 

Finn, 11 

A fun adventure. 

A Chase in Time is a simple but fun story. Where two children are sent back through 

time through a magic mirror and have an adventure with some of their ancestors. 

  



 

 I liked reading this story and it was a simple and easy read. Children age 7 and above 

will enjoy this story, which was a bit young for me. 

 

 

Rob, 8 

An exciting time travelling adventure. 

This book is about Alex Pilgrim and his sister, Ruby. They fall through their aunt’s 

mirror into 1912. They become time travellers. On their adventures they meet Dora 

and Henry and lots of other Pilgrims from long ago. They learn a lot about the 

differences  between the present day and the past in 1912. They have to find the 

Newbury Cup and do other things so that they can go back through the mirror to their 

own time. It is a good adventure book  and I enjoyed reading it. I want to read the next 

book in the series.  

 


