
 

  

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

All Of This Is True 

by Lygia Day Penaflor 

 

Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 

members. 

 

 

 

Imogen Breaks, age 15  

 

Told through novels, interviews 

and newspapers, a twisted story 

of betrayal and revenge like no 

other slowly comes to light. I 

found this book gripping and very 

different to what I've ever read 

before. 

 

‘All Of This Is True’ is about a group of 

teenagers and their twisted story of 

betrayal and revenge. It all began when 

a successful author befriended a group 

of teenagers (whether it was out of the 

goodness of her heart or a selfish desire 

of her own, we are yet to find out). She 

then writes a novel disclaiming their 

deepest thoughts and darkest secrets, 

which ends with one of her so called 

friends in a life threatening coma. The 

book itself kept you very much in the 

dark throughout but unfortunately was 

a bit of an anti-climax at the end. 

However the book was very gripping and I did thoroughly enjoy it even if I 

might not read it again. I would rate a 6/10 and I would recommend to readers 

who love mystery and manipulation.  

 

Emily Price, age 15 

 

I found this novel to be extremely addictive, it kept me engaged due 

to the fact that it was a mixture of hilarious and horrifying events. I 

 



 

really liked how the book was written and the 

unique storyline. 

 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 15 

 

This book is about a group of friends who befriend an author then 

have their world turned upside down as a consequence.  

 

I really enjoyed how the book was written from different characters 

perspectives and also in different formats e.g. diaries, interviews etc. I enjoyed 

how normal the characters were and how they were believable as real people.  I 

also enjoyed how the ending was not the happy ever after as it makes a change 

but it was concluded.  Also the plot twists were great.  

 

 

Aimee Sweet, age 16 

 

I completely fell in love with the appearance with this book – I 

thought the idea was fascinating within its originality and the 

design cover was absolutely stunning. From the get go the pace was fast 

and snappy, enough information revealed to the reader at certain intervals but 

some cleverly kept back by Peñaflor in order to keep the reader intrigued. I was 

hooked from the beginning so it definitely worked on me!  

 

The storyline of a famous author using young female teenagers to write a novel 

is an intriguing idea, and I can’t believe no one has explored this theme of YA 

before that I’m not aware of already. The characters are all well developed and 

the writing itself I think is wonderful, however until a few chapters, the change 

in writing format and characters did confuse me. As a result I had to actually 

stop a few times to make sure who was who which did disrupt the flow of the 

storytelling. Otherwise, a really enjoyable read. Nothing like I have ever 

read before in Young Adult fiction! 

 

https://thesweetreview.wordpress.com/2018/03/25/all-of-this-is-true-by-lygia-

day-penaflor/ 

 

 

 

Rebekah Marsh, age 15  

 

This book is so gripping, enticing and enjoyable that I could not put 

it down at all! I was trapped within this immense story of whirlwind 

emotions! 

 

 

https://thesweetreview.wordpress.com/2018/03/25/all-of-this-is-true-by-lygia-day-penaflor/
https://thesweetreview.wordpress.com/2018/03/25/all-of-this-is-true-by-lygia-day-penaflor/


 

This book is based around such a unique concept, and 

focuses on so many different people and issues that you cannot put it down! I 

found myself hooked on the story right from the start, and I felt that it was me 

that Fatima Ro had written about!  

 

 

Humaira Kauser, age 20 

 

You learn to love and hate, sympathise and empathise with all the 

characters; there is so sides to them which makes them feel so real.  

 

‘All of This Is True’ is going to be a very big book. I'm so lucky I had the chance 

to read an early copy. It is amazing and I'm not just saying that. It's hard to 

compare it to other books because there is something so unique about the way 

the story unravels. The format of the book is cool; told through interview 

transcripts, diary entries and excerpts from a book within the book. You learn 

to love and hate, sympathise and empathise with all the characters; there is so 

sides to them which makes them feel so real.  

 

Overall, one of my favourite reads of the year so far and I can't wait for 

everyone to read this delightful book!  

 

Cerys Davies, age 15 

 

I’m really glad I chose ‘All of this is true’ to read and review. It’s a fantastic, 

tragic and romantic book suitable for my age-15. It’s set in 2018 America, which 

is different to the type of books I read. 

 

‘All of this is true’ by Lygia Day Penaflor is exciting and unique. It’s a 

romantic and mysterious novel that’s quite mature with some sexual 

content.  It’s about three girls and one boy’s life during their time with a 

famous author-Fatima Ro. 

 

Jonah has just moved to town and the three girls; Soleil, Penny and Miri are 

curious about his past. Soleil and Jonah fall for each other with the help of 

match-maker Fatima and Soleil discovers his tragic past. However, it’s not all 

that it seems and throughout the book, the girls are interviewed about what has 

happened with Fatima Ro. 

 

My only negative view about this book is the reason why Jonah moved town. 

It’s very mature and not as interesting as I hoped it would be. I wouldn’t 

recommend it to children younger than myself. 

 

Overall, I loved this book and so glad I read it. The saying ‘don’t judge a book by 

its cover’ doesn’t apply for this novel because the cover is fantastic and the 

 



 

writing on the side caught my eye. 

@Ylolfagcg 

 

Edel Waugh, adult 

When Miri and her friends get the chance to meet their idol - author Fatima Ro, 

writer of their favourite book Undertow, the friends jump at the chance. Their 

meeting with her could not have gone better and they develop a friendship with 

this older cool female writer that they look up to and admire. The story was 

fascinating to watch, the writer used these kids and their lives for her own 

entertainment and profit directing them to situations and people that were not 

good for them then watched it all play out.  

 

Devious! It did make a terrific plot and I could not put it down.  

 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2018/04/all-of-this-is-true-by-lygia-day.html?m=1 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ylolfagcg
http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2018/04/all-of-this-is-true-by-lygia-day.html?m=1

