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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
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Humaira, age 18  

I wish it was to my taste but alas it 
wasn't. Hopefully it resonates well 
with someone else.  

Everything about this book drew me in. 
The synopsis entailed something that was 
right up my alley. I even tried to be as 
invested as I could have because not only 
did the story sound important, the author 
has died before finishing it and I wanted to 
love it because of that. But that was not the 
case. I didn't enjoy reading it and I don't 
like the fact that I don't like it either- I 
wanted so much to revel and appreciate it.  

 

Melanie Chadwick  

Young, black, orphaned Beck suffers greatly at the hands of those who are 
entrusted with his upbringing.  Physically and sexually abused and denied love, 
he hardens his heart and builds barriers to protect himself. At times very 
bleak, this is a very tough story of hardships endured and a 
childhood ruined.  The overall feeling of the book is however one of hope, as 
Beck searches for a sense of belonging and love and never totally gives up on the 
idea of either.  Set mainly in 1920s Canada, it includes some harsh historical 
events such as the violence of the prohibition gangs in America, the abuse 
suffered at the hands of clergy in church orphanages, the stripping of land from 
the Native Americans, the racism endured by black people and the forced 
emigration of children from Britain to the colonies to provide labour.  The 



 

young Beck manages to survive all these and finally finds a woman to love and 
a place he can belong.  This is definitely a YA rather than children's book due to 
the content.  

 


