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Mariam Ahmed    

‘The Beginning Woods’ is a story about two 

worlds, the real world and the beginning 

woods. People start to spontaneously 

vanish - so much so that they teach children 

what to do and who to call in case their 

parents disappear one day. Sounds spooky 

right? There is a lot of creativity 

behind this book which I really liked. 

Some of the descriptions were brilliant. I 

liked the funny stories that Max tells to his 

parents explaining what dragons are 

actually like or how snowflakes are made. 

However, I didn't enjoy how the book is so 

sinister. I was expecting the story to be 

really upbeat and fluffy with a few scares 

but it's just not. Haha! But even then, there 

were some sentences that were so brilliantly written and sad at the 

same time that they really pulled my heart strings. And I was quite 

amazed by them which is rare, I tell you.  

 

Celeste Phelan, age 14  

Be transported to a world like no other full of magic, dragons and 

wind giants where anything can happen.  

Max Mulgan has always been considered odd and different maybe it’s his odd 

appearance or cagey and distant personality. As he grew up, after being 



 

adopted by Forbes and Alice Mulgan, his desire to find his 'forever parents' only 

increased. The world has been struggling with the uncontrollable vanishings. 

But after meeting the dark man and travelling to the beginning woods he finds 

that everything links together and he must find his true identity to end the 

vanishings. 

Max is a troubled boy with a big imagination and a love of books, with a 

passion and obsession with the beginning woods. However he has no idea that 

the fate of the world and the beginning woods rests on his shoulders.  

I would recommend this book to anyone who loves magic and adventure as it is 

very enjoyable. Although in some places it is a little slow paced which is slightly 

frustrating. But overall a good read! 

 

Khadijah Ahmed     

‘The Beginning Woods’ is a story about the Real World and the World of Magic 

and Mythical Creatures clashing in an unexpected and devastating way. While 

there were many good ideas and lots of potential within this story, I don't 

believe they were fully realised. It has eccentric characters, quirky prose, 

relaxed pacing and quite an abstract, philosophical plot. But overall it 

just didn't spark my imagination and interest as much as I hoped. 

 

Amelia Corrick-Gough, age 14  

A wonderful tale of a lost child and a different world that drags the 

reader into its pages and keeps them there. While reading this book, 

Max was all I could think about. I needed to know everything.  

A wonderful tale of a lost child and a different world that drags the reader into 

its pages and keeps them there. While reading this book, Max was all I could 

think about. I needed to know everything. This was the perfect read. It had 

everything from easy to relate to characters, to a completely different world, 

with different rules. I will remember this book for a long time.  

 

Rebekah Marsh, age 13  

The Beginning Woods is a fantastic book; however, it wasn't for me. 

Personally I loved the opening pages but as the fantasy plot developed its grip 

on me loosened.    

Although the Beginning Woods is an amazing book - it just wasn't for me. 



 

Personally I feel like the fantasy genre is an acquired taste, and as the plot 

developed into this I lost interest in the character’s adventures to find his forever 

parents. With the opening of the story - I was instantly hooked on how the 

vanishings occurred and how they were going to be stopped. However, as I 

previously mentioned - the fantasy air of the woods failed to draw me in any 

further.  


