
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

Boy Underwater 

by Adam Baron 

 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids members. 

 

Toby Little, age 10 

 

Boy Under Water is a really good book 

about a boy called Cymbeline Igloo, 

and he has never been swimming 

before. He’s a Year 4, and, one day, his 

teacher says that, on Monday, they are 

all going swimming. But Cymbeline 

has never, ever been near water, 

because his Mum doesn’t like it.  He 

asked her why, but she never 

answered. When Cymbeline’s friend 

tells Billy Lee, the school bully, that 

Cymbeline is a really good swimmer, 

Cymbeline finds himself challenged to 

a race. How can he learn to swim in a 

week, without going near water? And 

will he ever find out what’s behind his 

mother’s big fear of water?  

This book is easy to read, but it’s 

about complex stuff, like about 

realising that your parents had a 

life before they were your 

parents, and some family stories 

get told again and again, until they ring true - even if they aren’t. 

This book is like an ice-maze, you think you can see what happens next, but then it 

frosts up, and something else happens that you didn’t see coming. I loved it. 

 

Ethan Watkin, age 10 

 



 

Great book, loads of twists. I found it really interesting for a book that 

initially I thought I wouldn't like. 

 

I liked Boy Under Water because it was a nice adventure and quite heartfelt and 

emotional. There's a child whose dad has died and a mother who has never let her 

child near the water and he's never been swimming and it's about finding out why he's 

never been allowed near the water. My favourite character was Cymbeline because 

he's just a generally nice all round character. I think this book is suitable for ages 9-12 

years old. I would recommend it to my friends. 

 

 

 

 

 


