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Rebekah Marsh, age 14 

‘Contagion’, a book that contains so 

many unique twists and turns that I 

became more hooked with each turn 

of a page.   

The novella following the story of Callie in 

her unique state and the bizarre disease 

devouring the nation. The story is one that I 

have never seen before, and it is unlikely 

that I will ever see one as good as 

‘Contagion’. I was instantly hooked by the 

love story of Kai and Shay, the questions 

around Shay's survival and, most of all, 

Callie. What state was she in? How did she 

feel? So many questions, so many unique, 

yet truly amazing answers.  

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 14  

This about a virus which is spreading across the UK. Whilst this is happening 

Kai and his friend Shay are trying to find Kai's sister Callie. 

The characters in this were brilliantly portrayed and were definitely unusual 

(In a good way). However it did take me a while to figure out that Shay was a 

girl. I love the descriptions the author gives of the setting because it 

allows you to submerse yourself into the story. I also enjoyed the 

twists to the plot, it will be interesting to see how they unravel in the sequel. 

The book ended in a way which leaves you questioning what happened and 

longing for more. 

 



 

Eva Zur, age 14 

This book left me on the edge of my seat. It will be a hit with any 

reader who enjoys dystopian fiction, and particularly bestselling 

author Teri Terry, famous for her ‘Slated’ series.  

I was so excited to read ‘Contagion’ as I loved the author, Teri Terry’s, ‘Slated’ 

trilogy. But it did mean I had very high expectations when I picked up the book. 

Fortunately, ‘Contagion’ not only met my expectations, it surpassed them. 

This book is set in a dystopian future and follows Shay and Kai as they try to 

find Callie, Kai’s sister, who had gone missing a year before. However, a 

mysterious epidemic soon sweeps the nation, killing nearly all who catch it. 

There are only a few who survive: a handful of immunes and the ‘dangerous’ 

survivors. What is this strange ‘disease’? And can finding Callie be the key to 

stopping it? 

Once I started the book, I couldn’t put it down. Its many cliff-hangers kept me 

on the edge of my seat. The plot went in a direction I was not expecting at all 

and the end left me wanting more – which is lucky as there are more books 

coming in the series! 

 

Isaac Phelan, age 13 

A fast-paced, thought provoking adventure. 

Something strange is happening, a dangerous epidemic is threatening the 

nation and no one can stop it. Or is there? Meet Sharona (preferred to be called 

Shay,) who witnessed the abduction of Calista Tanzer, who may hold the key to 

the cure. Along with the help of Calista's brother Kai, she must embark on a 

dangerous quest to rescue Calista. But a romance is brewing between them; will 

it ruin their chances of finding Calista? 

Overall, I think this was an extremely good book and I would definitely read 

any sequels produced in the future. 

My favourite part of the book was when Calista was escaping from the 

laboratory. This was very tense and I couldn't put the book down! 

I really liked the style of writing that the author used as it was very informative 

and detailed. I think the writing style is very similar to Anthony Horowitz. 

This book is simply impossible to put down. The mixture of thriller and 

adventure keeps me aching to read more 

 



 

Sidney Greenslade, age 13 

‘Contagion’ is an exciting book about the a terrible plague sweeping 

the UK and the three young heroes, Shay, Callie and Kai, who must 

stop it from destroying the world as they know it.  

‘Contagion’ is an exciting and frightening tale about Shay, Callie and Kai, three 

unlikely heroes in a terrifying new world. Shay lives an average life until the 

day she sees the Missing poster asking for information on Callie Tanzer, a 

twelve-year-old girl who vanished without trace a year ago. Shay remembers 

that she saw her the day she went missing and calls the family. Callie's brother 

Kai goes to meet Shay in the hope that they can find his sister. Their search 

seems impossible enough - and then the plague arrives. The plague which will 

wipe out 95% of the world's population if it gets the chance. There's panic and 

suffering wherever it spreads. Nobody seems to know how to stop it and before 

long, nowhere is safe. Shay and Kai search frantically for clues as to where 

Callie is in a world where bodies litter the ground like leaves and every day is a 

fight for their lives. Can they find Callie, the girl who may well be the only hope 

of survival - and if they do - will it already be too late? 

‘Contagion’ was a really gripping and exciting book which had a unique and 

intriguing plot. I really liked the characters and how they were all very human 

and easy to sympathise with. I was constantly on the edge of my seat, as there 

were so many twists and turns in the story it was impossible to predict what 

would happen next! I especially liked Shay. Her brave, stubborn personality 

was very likeable! I really enjoyed this book and I would love to read the sequel! 

  

Finn, age 13 

Fun, exiting, sad, and scientific with great characters. I really 

enjoyed reading ‘Contagion’.  

It took me ages to read ‘Contagion’ not because it wasn't good, it's fantastic, it's 

just got so much going on it can be hard to take it in. 

I really like Shay and Kai they are really good characters and the story is 

fantastic, although it's also quite sad and a bit confusing. 

I can't believe it finished on such a cliff hanger, it will be forever before I get the 

whole story. 

 

 



 

Laura Delve  

Teri Terry fast became one of those authors who every time released a new 

book, I just had to read it. No since I read the Slated trilogy has she ever let me 

down. Each one of her books is tense, gripping and of course highly 

unputdownable. I can one again say the same for her latest: The Missing. An 

intense and shocking read that has left me in huge suspense for the next 

instalment. 

A deadly virus has spread throughout the UK, quarantining those in areas 

affected. No one knows where it came from or what started it, but Callie who 

went missing a year ago might have the answer...  

This is one of those stories where you become instantly hooked. I just HAD to 

find out what exactly was going on. Split between main characters, Callie and 

Shay, there is a constant flitting back and forth between the two and at the 

beginning in particular, Callie's part had me gripped. I wasn't exactly rushing 

through Shay's point of view, but I guess you could say I was hungry for more 

info on where Callie was and what had happened to her. However the chapters 

are super short, so it will have you whizzing through. It became one of those 

books that I just could not wait to get back to after work. 

The scary thing about Contagion is that you can imagine it happening for real. 

We really have no idea what 'the army' or the government agents are up to 

behind the scenes. I really hope it's not true though and that we never get an 

epidemic here! 

This is a rollercoaster of a read! It's fast paced, unpredictable and 

holds you in its thrall the whole way through! 

www.laurapatriciarose.co.uk  

  

Jess Anderson, age 14 

This book was amazing, I was gripped from the very beginning!  

I was really excited to read this book, as I had read ‘Slated’ by Teri Terry and I 

loved it.  The storyline was great and all of the characters were really 

believable.  I liked the way that although I’d read other books like this, this book 

wasn’t predictable and had some really good twists in it. 

Overall this was a great book and I would definitely recommend it :) 

 

 



 

Isaac Phelan age 13 

Something strange is happening, a dangerous epidemic is threatening the 

nation and no one can stop it. Or is there? Meet Sharona (preferred to be called 

Shay,) who witnessed the abduction of Calista Tanzer, who may hold the key to 

the cure. Along with the help of Calista's brother Kai, she must embark on a 

dangerous quest to rescue Calista. But a romance is brewing between them; will 

it ruin their chances of finding Calista? 

Overall, I think this was an extremely good book and I would definitely read 

any sequels produced in the future. 

My favorite part of the book was when Calista was escaping from the 

laboratory. This was very tense and I couldn't put the book down! 

I really liked the style of writing that the author used as it was very informative 

and detailed. I think the writing style is very similar to Anthony Horowitz. 

This book is simply impossible to put down. The mixture of thriller 

and adventure keeps me aching to read more. 

A fast-paced, thought provoking adventure. 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 13 

‘Contagion’ is an exciting and frightening tale about Shay, Callie and Kai, three 

unlikely heroes in a terrifying new world. Shay lives an average life until the 

day she sees the Missing poster asking for information on Callie Tanzer, a 

twelve-year-old girl who vanished without trace a year ago. Shay remembers 

that she saw her the day she went missing and calls the family. Callie's brother 

Kai goes to meet Shay in the hope that they can find his sister. Their search 

seems impossible enough - and then the plague arrives. The plague which will 

wipe out 95% of the world's population if it gets the chance. There's panic and 

suffering wherever it spreads. Nobody seems to know how to stop it and before 

long, nowhere is safe. Shay and Kai search frantically for clues as to where 

Callie is in a world where bodies litter the ground like leaves and every day is a 

fight for their lives. Can they find Callie, the girl who may well be the only hope 

of survival - and if they do - will it already be too late? 

‘Contagion’ was a really gripping and exciting book which had a 

unique and intriguing plot. I really liked the characters and how they were 

all very human and easy to sympathise with. I was constantly on the edge of my 

seat, as there were so many twists and turns in the story it was impossible to 

predict what would happen next! I especially liked Shay. Her brave, stubborn 



 

personality was very likeable! I really enjoyed this book and I would love to 

read the sequel! 

‘Contagion’ is an exciting book about the a terrible plague sweeping the UK and 

the three young heroes, Shay, Callie and Kai, who must stop it from destroying 

the world as they know it. 

 

Dylan Sweet 

Contagion is an extremely well thought out book. I found pleasure 

reading this book. The plot at first seems confusing, from time to time it may be 

overwhelming but at a certain fulfilling point in the book all is revealed. Calista 

Tanzer was a girl gone missing and only now has someone spoken up. A year 

later, after witnessing a poster pinned to a wall did a girl call Shay speak up in 

the small town of Killin, Scotland. Kai, Calista’s only connection, is still willing 

to give up his time to find her when he receives a call from Shay explaining her 

occurrence witnessing Calista the day before she disappeared. Shay and Callie 

share separate chapters in which they come closer and closer together in the 

informative story. 

Somehow (revealed throughout Callie’s adventure) a major flu epidemic is 

spreading across Scotland and beyond. Calista, not in her human form? 

Explores the dilemmas of these peoples’ lives. Is she the key to finding the cure? 

My favourite part is when Shay and Kai are speaking to Kai’s stepfather with 

Callie somehow overlooking. A lot of information and key points breaks out 

from this point and the mystery carries on. It is a definite keeper on the read 

again list. Mysterious, fast paced, thrilling and eye opening. 

I recommend this book for anyone who enjoys reading mysterious, 

mature books that don’t only follow the tale of one character. I would 

give it a five star any day. Enjoy reading! 


