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Celeste Phelan, age 15  

A fantastic dystopian thriller, a sci-fi 

dream.   

Cassie and Becca Greenfield are twin sisters 

in a small, ordinary town. But with their 

family already falling apart, when Becca 

disappears Cassie is left distraught. However, 

Becca is in a high security prison on death 

row with other kids her age. Determined to 

find her sister Cassie will stop at nothing to 

find her sister. Yet what they find rocks their 

world... 

Cassie is nicknamed 'Careful Cassie' by her 

sister as she is responsible and focuses on her 

grades. However, as the novel progresses she 

begins to break rules and mature before our 

eyes. Becca is nicknamed 'Ridiculous Rebecca' 

and is one of the outsiders, she skips school and has little regard for rules. The 

twin sisters are completely the opposite yet are very relatable in their actions 

and decisions. 

My favourite part was when Becca and Cassie face each other in the ring as it 

periodically obliterates the trust between them. As Cassie does not understand 

that she must fight to survive.  

I would recommend this book to children 12+ as it is similar to the 'Divergent' 

and 'Hunger Games' books and plays on tension.  

  



 

Zoe Bazen, age 16 

When I opened this book, I had no idea what to expect. I was soon pleasantly 

surprised by a seamless blend of humour and drama. Cassie and Becca 

live in what seems to be a picture perfect society, with none of the traumas of 

today's life. However, hidden beneath the surface is a whole new truth to be 

uncovered!  

Patterson's writing allows you to view this world through the characters eyes, 

causing you to connect with them on a personal level. If you're not rooting for 

them by the end, then pigs will fly! 

For any fans of the ‘Hunger Games’ or the ‘Allegiant’ series, this 

book is for you!   

 

Megan Abbott, age 18 

A gripping dystopian novel that you won't be able to put down!   

I read this book from start to finish in around three hours. The fastest I have 

ever read a book because I had to find out the ending. Seventeen-year-old Becca 

Greenfield was snatched from her small hometown. She was thrown into a 

maximum-security prison and put on Death Row with other kids her age. On 

the outside her sister Cassie is struggling to deal with the kidnapping of her 

sister and will do anything to find her. However, Cassie gets kidnapped and put 

on death row. Will they die or will they escape?  

I do love a good dystopian novel and mystery novels so this book really did 

appeal to me. I love the fact that you are finding out the information along with 

the characters so it makes you feel like you are a part of the story and makes 

you wonder what you would do in that situation. I did like James Patterson's 

writing style as the story was easy to follow but filled with a lot description to 

immerse yourself into the world. After reading this one, I am definitely going to 

check out some more of his novels. I wouldn't recommend to any younger 

readers because some of the subject matter is a bit violent. But anyone who 

loves a gripping novel, this is the one for you!  

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 15  

This book is set in an alternate USA which is divided and controlled by the 

United, which is the ruling organisation.  I really enjoyed all the action 

this book contained. I appreciated how the book was written from different 



 

perspectives because it was unusual and allowed you to get to know the 

characters better. I would definitely say this probably isn't for younger readers 

because there are violent themes. I liked the ending which gave the book 

purpose. I am also willing to bet there will be sequels and if so I am very willing 

to read them as I am curious to see how the story unravels.  

  

Rosie Thorogood, age 14  

I hugely enjoyed reading this! The way that the book was simply 

orientated around the smallest mistake of identities seemed to 

realise the whole plot and put it into context very easily! A great 

read!  

The plot gripped me from the opening and as the characters developed I was 

drawn in and hooked. The way that the book is orientated around such a small 

mistake of identities makes it seem all the more real and I love Becca's character 

throughout the book! The plot is gripping and it was one of those books where I 

found myself reading all the time- everywhere: at breakfast, at school, at home, 

in bed! I particularly enjoyed the opening of the book, as it was originally what 

drew me in, even just the first line was a great start and there aren't many 

books which I can find myself lost in after the first page! The development of the 

book was also exciting and as the plot thickened I really was able to almost lose 

myself in it. Overall, it was a great book to read and I would strongly 

recommend it to anyone interested in perhaps more dystopian novels or books 

related to the idea of identities. I hope there's more books to follow!  

 

Maisie Sadler, age 15  

Wow! Wow! Wow! Wow! The rumours were true, Patterson really 

writes such amazing thrillers.  

This is the first book I've read by Patterson and I honestly thought it was 

amazing, the story builds up with twists and turns and I read the majority of 

the book in one sitting as the short fast paced chapters made me want to turn 

the page and continue. Not only was the main story line a brilliant one 

but the controversial ending left me wanting more and more! One 

amazing book! Go read it! 

 

  


