
 

 

     

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

The Company of Eight 
by Harriet Whitehorn 

 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Bella, age 10  
 
‘Company of Eight’ is a really exiting book. 
It's quite small so it's quick to read as well. 
I want there to be another book so I can 
read more about Cass and her adventures.   
 
‘Company of Eight ‘is really good, I really like Cass 
and in this book she has such an exciting 
adventure. I like Cass's friends and the places that 
she goes to sound epic. I hope that this book will be 
part of a series because I would like to read more 
of the adventures of the ‘Company of Eight’.  
 
I think this book will be really popular and boys 
and girls will both enjoy it.  
 

 
Issie Ford, age 10.8   
 
This book is dangerous and exciting, and it makes you wonder if the 
characters will make it out alive! If you like girl power and sword 
fighting, this book is for you.  
 
Cassandra, our hero, is a girl desperate to become an acrobat, working for the 
magnificent Circus Boat. Mrs Potts, Cass' guardian, strongly disapproves, and 
calls the people who work at the Circus Boat 'Bohemian hoodlums'. She would 
much rather Cass works as a draper's model or a governess - something genteel 
that Mrs Potts could boast about to her friends. In the end, Cass meets up with 
pirates and becomes a formidable sword-fighter. She learns that friends will 
help each other out, even in the face of death.  This book is a page turner, a rare 
specimen that really hooks you in.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
Erica Motoc, age 12  
 
‘The Company of Eight’ was a delightful read and I thoroughly 
enjoyed the book. 
 
The book is perfect for any one, it has buckets and buckets of different scenarios. 
 
Cass gets to be in some of the most exciting adventures that any action-lover 
would love to experience. 
 
This book meets the pleasure of pirate lovers, sword fighters, boat journeys, 
many friendships, a tingle of romance, acrobatics and much more that I'd use 
up all my review listing them. 
 
Join Cass when she runs away, dabbles in thieving and even goes undercover in 
this life-changing journey. 
 
The writer uses words in a way that you can see everything that is going on like 
you are there with Cass on the Joyful Endeavour or any of the other ships she 
encountered. You can feel the pain when she breaks her wrist and experience the 
sadness of the consequences... 
 
 
Taybba, age 10, Icknield Primary School  
 
This book is a scary adventure story which is set in an imaginary 
place called Minaris and a girl who wants to go to Island of Women 
where her mother went before she was known as magical.  
 
This book is a scary and amazing adventure story which includes a lot of 
imaginational and fictional things. A girl goes on an adventure on the Palace 
Boat across to The Island of Women but they but trick her in to stealing money 
from rich people. She runs away to the Island of Women with help from Lin, her 
best friend and has to figure out a mystery of her own. 
 
I think girls as well as boys over 10 years will love this story due to the fact it's 
packed with excitement. My favourite part is the unexpected ending - no 
peeking! 
 
 
Ollie Hopwood and Toby Hopwood, age 8 & 6 
 
‘The Company of Eight’ is a brand new series in a different world and aimed at 
an older age range than Harriet Whitehorn’s previous series of books about 
Violet.  Our 8 year old advanced reader really enjoyed the adventurous theme of 
‘The Company of Eight,’ but it was more serious than most of the books he 



 

 

enjoys.  Think ‘Harry Potter’ rather than ‘How to Train Your Dragon.’   
 
The premise is really interesting, with the non-magical orphaned acrobat Cass 
raised in a magical district and trying to find her place in the world as she 
struggles between the ladylike expectations of her guardian and her own desires 
for freedom and adventure.   
 
This is a great adventure story which explores trust, friendship, 
determination, betrayal and loss, set in a beautifully described 
world of frozen cities and exotic islands.    
 
‘The Company of Eight’ has strong female characters, who are both brave and 
compassionate, and there are a devious collection of ruthless enemies including 
slave trading pirates to overcome.  An excellent read for mighty girls and 
adventurous boys. 
 
 
Evie Macaulay, age 11 
 
A thrilling page turner. Spell-binding, exciting and full of adventure. 
I was sad when it came to an end and wanted to read more. Love the 
characters and love the book.   
 
‘The Company of Eight’ is a magical book full of treasures and wonders. 
The story revolves around Cass's dreams of becoming an acrobat like her 
father. The circus boat leads her to many dangers and mysterious magic that 
trail obstacles along the way. 
 
I love the character Cass who believed in herself and was brave and 
courageous.  
 
 
Seren Daly, age 11  
 
This book is about the adventures of a young girl and it follows her 
story over land and sea.  
 
‘The Company of Eight’ is about a girl called Cass. She wants to join the circus 
like her father did. But when she misses the audition that year she decides to set 
off to the Isle of Woman and soon she is recruited by Lord Bastein.  She soon 
realises that Bastein has much bigger plans for her. I loved this book and really 
enjoyed reading it. My favourite part was the beginning as it was really 
exciting and introduced you to all her friends and told you about her life. My 
favourite character was Cass as she has a really adventurous attitude. I liked 
how that the author brought back old characters and made them important. I 
hope that others enjoy this book as much as I did. 
  


