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        The Ethan I Was Before 
                       by Ali Standish 

 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Ross Dawson, age 13  

I recommend this book for anyone 

who enjoys a story with plenty of 

twists and turns and who values the 

importance of friendship.   

This book may be sad, but you'll find 

yourself urged on to read more and more as 

the plot reveals itself. If you’re looking for a 

book that really engages you with the main 

character and how he is feeling in a difficult 

situation, then this is the book for you. As 

Ethan deals with the loss of his best friend 

from birth, he also has to cope with moving 

to a new house, the emotions of others and 

an oncoming hurricane. As if that wasn’t 

enough, when Ethan finds a new friend at 

school, he is plunged into a world of 

adventure and mystery that he could never have believed possible. I recommend 

this book for anyone who enjoys a story with plenty of twists and turns and who 

values the importance of friendship.  

 

Erica, age 11  

I enjoyed the book and all of its mystery. ‘The Ethan I Was Before’ is an 

amazing book that I loved and will remember forever. I really enjoyed this book 

and all of its mystery. The mystery of Kacey and the excitement of Coralee were 

one of my favourite parts and it broke my heart when I found out about  Kacey. 

I guess it's life. The adventure was outstanding and I rate it 10/10. A 

great book that I recommend to everyone who loves a good book.  

 



 

Bella, age 10  

A good story with lots going on.  Both me and my mum enjoyed this 

book.  

Me and my Mum read this together and we both enjoyed it. 

At first I though that it was going to be a sad story because Ethan missed his 

best friend so much but as it unravels it's clearly not.  Ethan slowly tells his 

story while we also read about what's happening in his new home with his new 

friend. 

I think that Ethan is really brave to do what he did. 

Children my age (10)  and older will like this book.  

 

Poppy Stephens, age 13  

‘The Ethan I Was Before’ brings friendship, love and loss altogether 

and wraps it up in an exciting story about secrets, dares and never 

breaking bonds. I loved it. 

‘The Ethan I Was Before’ is a book showing strong friendship and how it 

changes people. It's a heart-warming tale about love and loss. 

I thoroughly enjoyed it and was in tears by the end. It’s an easy read but 

extremely good, I felt a connection to the characters and felt part of the story. 

 Ali Standish is a very creative writer who expresses the emotions of the 

characters with a brilliant air. I read the book in the space of a couple of days 

and found it hard to put down, the book it well worded and full of surprizes.  

As the plot went along I felt the feelings the main character, Ethan, felt about 

the other characters: love, resentment, suspicion, guilt and so on. It shows a 

good book when you are thinking about the characters afterwards and what 

their lives will be like now. I certainly felt this with The Ethan I Was Before and 

think you will too. 

All in all a very good read and a nice break from the world. I enjoyed it very 

much. 

 

Holly Wilkins, age 13 

A real page-turner. 

Ethan's family decide to move to Palm Knot to live with Grandpa Ike after 



 

Ethan starts running away.  At school he befriends Coralee and they go into the 

Blackwood House which portrays mystery and a dark secret.  After entering 

this house Ethan's life changes, Coralee is being haunted, Grandpa Ike and his 

mum are fighting and his brother hates him.  Will he find a way to solve these 

problems?  Read this book to find out. 

I would give this book 4 out of 5 stars because it is addictively good. 

 

James Boran 

A book to make you laugh and cry.  

This is a fantastic middle grade book. It tells the story of a young boy, Ethan, 

and his family. The family had to leave home after an ‘incident’ involving  

Ethan and his best friend.  They go to live with his grandfather Ike who is a 

fantastic character. The book is about grief.  Ethan has lost his friend and  

Ike has lost his wife.  But it is also about friendship and adventure. I loved all 

the bits about the red wolf and how the protagonist managed to save some wolf 

pups. The characters are really well drawn in this story and it is one of the best 

books that I have read this year. This is the kind of book that makes you 

laugh and cry  and is not easily forgotten. I would recommend it to boys 

and girls and to all animal lovers. 

 

Emily Pratt, age 11 - Little Sutton Primary School  

A great story with a really likeable character.  The little pieces of 

information dropped in make you want to keep picking up this book 

and keep reading.  

‘The Ethan I was Before’ is an amazingly secretive book.  The author drops in 

little pieces of information at a time to keep you guessing. 

It's a perfect book for Year 6 boys and girls.  The mystery and likeable 

characters make you want to keep reading. 

The story proves you need your friends and family to guide you through life.  I 

loved it! 

You can follow Little Sutton Primary School: @LittleSuttonCoE    

 

Christian Walton, age 11 – Blenheim Primary School   

In my opinion, it competes with books like ‘Harry Potter’. It's just 



 

amazing. 

I thought this book was amazing because it has a very powerful story and it has 

a lot of emotion inside of it. In my opinion, I think it competes with books like 

Harry Potter. It's just amazing.  

 

Alexander Bisland, age 11 

Ethan’s story was definitely a page turner! 

The book is about Ethan and his best friend Kacey. Kacey and Ethan liked to 

dare each other to do weird things. Their final dare ended terribly and resulted 

in the end of their friendship. 

Kacey’s window had been dark for forty-nine days. Ethan became depressed 

and kept running away to try to reach Kacey. On his third attempt, his brother 

Roddie found him and told him to stop running away. After this incident, 

Ethan’s family moved from Boston to a small town called Palm Knot; this is 

where Ethan makes a new friend called Coralee who also has a secret or two! 

But, not everyone liked Palm Knot; Roddie didn’t like it there because there was 

no baseball team; his girlfriend was still in Boston and there were no good 

colleges nearby. Also, mum didn’t like it there because they had to live with 

Grandpa Ike and they didn’t get on particularly well! 

What happened to Kacey? Whose fault was it? 

Does Ethan disclose his secret to Coralee or his friends? 

Do Grandpa Ike and Mum make up? 

I really enjoyed this book because it gripped me and kept me on the 

edge of my seat.  


