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Olivia Tierney, age 19 

The hunt for the greatest dinosaur the 

world has ever seen is on. At the heart are 

two rival explorers who'll stop at nothing 

to claim the prize. But as well as bones, love 

awaits...   

An epic adventure of explorers and 

scientific discovery. With a daring 

plot and irresistible characters, I 

loved ‘Every Hidden Thing’ from 

start to finish. Set in the middle of the 

wastelands, Oppel's novel transports 

readers to a different world full of intrigue, 

danger, and tension. It's absolutely 

brilliant with great humour throughout. 

The plot itself is bold and reflects how 

unafraid and spontaneous the two main 

characters, Sam and Rachel, are. The rivalry between the two teams searching 

for the greatest dinosaur in history is intense and fantastically written. Every 

Hidden Thing is a whirlwind of emotions with twists and turns that keep you 

hooked throughout. It’s an enchanting read and I really, really didn't want it to 

end! Highly recommended, it’s one of the best reads of the year!  
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Emma Baird, age 14  

The story of a boy named Samuel Bolt who aims to follow in his father’s 

footsteps and rise to success in the world of palaeontology. The only thing in the 

way of his dream is love.  

‘Every Hidden Thing’ is the story of a boy named Samuel Bolt who aims to 

http://www.oliviaspaperadventures.wordpress.com/


 

follow in his father’s footsteps and rise to success in the world of palaeontology. 

On his journey, he encounters a girl who he knows with complete assurance, he 

is going to fall in love with. 

After that first meeting, Samuel did not know when he would see Rachel Carter 

again, but he was sure their paths were destined to cross, and after his father 

received the biggest tooth he had ever seen and mustered the funds to find the 

rest of the creature, the father and son set off on the expedition of a lifetime. 

In this book the author perfectly combines fantasy, romance and 

history to create a plot which I believe will appeal to many readers. 

They also use lots of descriptive writing to help the reader picture the digs in the 

Badlands which are so far away from our typical day. I would recommend this 

book to older readers and I think both males and females would enjoy it. 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 13 

Every Hidden Thing is a fantastic book with an amazing and 

exciting plot which draws you in. Just about perfect for all dinosaur 

and romance lovers!  

‘Every Hidden Thing’ is a wonderfully envisaged and compelling story about the 

dangerous journey of Samuel Bolt and Rachel Cartland. When attending a talk 

hosted by his self-employed palaeontologist father, Sam meets Rachel, the one 

girl he's ever spoken to who doesn't seem entranced by his charms. Sam finds 

himself drawn to this fascinating girl, but when he discovers that her father is 

Professor Cartland, his father's rival, he realises that nothing could ever happen 

between them due to their fathers' feud. When Sam's father receives a letter 

about the biggest dinosaur tooth ever found, they head west to try and find the 

rest but to Sam's shock, he finds Rachel and her father are also after the same 

prize. It seems certain that everything from the fossil hunt to Rachel and Sam's 

romance will end in disaster... 

‘Every Hidden Thing’ had me hooked from the very first chapter. Once I had 

picked it up, I simply couldn't stop reading. It was full of twists, and it felt so 

real, as though once upon a time all these things that occurred might really have 

happened. The location descriptions were amazing, and there was just the right 

amount of dinosaurs and romance. I will definitely recommend this to any older 

readers who like palaeontology, strong female characters, romance or 

adventure! 

 



 

Amy Laws, age 15   

A unique concept and an unusual setting lead to an interesting read. 

Unfortunately, this novel wasn't really for me. I thought that the concept for the 

book was fantastic and really original but there was something about the 

characters that was hard to relate to. For this reason, I was never fully engaged 

in the story. Never the less, the story was enjoyable and it was refreshing to 

read about archaeology, a field that is never usually explored in teenage fiction.  

 

Ella  

‘Every Hidden Thing’ was a very different book to what I have read before. 

When I first read the blurb I was intrigued and surprised at how romance and 

fossils could be united, but when you delve into the pages you find out. 

The story follows the lives of Rachel Cartland and Samuel Bolt. Both are fossil 

finders, dragged into the profession by their fathers at a very young age.  

Both want to find the ultimate prize, the biggest unknown fossil and have their 

name on it. But who will win? 

There is no sharing in the fossil world. He who finds it gets the prize and the 

loser, he gets nothing. Rachel and Samuel go head to head in a race to find the 

‘rex’ also known as the ‘black beauty’, the biggest fossil yet. Neither of them is 

prepared for their journey or the relationship before them. 

This book was not really for me but included a twisting story and a 

plot about fossils, romance and dinosaurs. I did not feel that I learnt a lot 

from the fossil facts and I could not really empathise with the characters well. 

When I was reading I did not find that the pages turned themselves and I found 

that the book was sort of dragging on. 

I think it is suitable for ages 12/13+ and girls or boys. 

 

Laura Solomon  

Kenneth Oppel manages to perfectly balance the innocence of young adults. 

Unexposed, young and opinionated, Rachel and Samuel struggle with the 

feeling and emotions that come with first love. Not only this, but 'Every Hidden 

Thing' explores the immense combines deep feelings with immense sense of 

discoveries when dinosaurs are dug up. Original and unique, Oppel has 

done something I've never seen before. I love it. In a race to fame, bones 

aren`t the only things found. 



 

 

Grace Spear, age 14  

I love this book because I feel like I really connected with both of the 

characters.  ‘Every Hidden Thing’ is not like any book I've read before and it’s 

mystery kept me guessing all the way through.  It's about a large dinosaur 

that's been buried in the dessert for years, waiting to be found.  Two 

palaeontologists [Professor Bolt and Professor Cartland] are both desperate to 

find it and have a huge rivalry between them.  However for Samuel Bolt and 

Rachel Cartland being the children of the professors could be their big break to 

impress their fathers.  But when fate pulls them together, sparks fly and their 

fathers will never keep them apart.  If together they fi d the skeleton it would 

mean a different life for both of them.   

I love this book because it gives you both Sam and Rachel's point of view and 

you feel like you really know the characters.  I really connected to everything 

about Rachel and I feel like she's a character you don't see in many books.  If I'm 

honest I found this book really difficult to get into but it got good towards the 

end.  My favourite part is when Rachel and Sam meet on the train, because I 

feel like this is where the story begins.  I'd recommend this book to anyone 

who loves exploring and romance.  

  

Rebekah Marsh, age 14  

The book includes a unique love story circling two young rivals. The story is one 

that has rarely been seen before due to its focus on archaeology and dinosaurs. 

Every Hidden Thing is a unique love story that portrays how conflict and 

rivalry can just be another way of showing love. The never seen before love 

story is one that I’ll remember forever; however, the archaeology 

related story line was not one for me.  

 

Rose Roberts, age 13  

It is a book that makes you think. About palaeontology, about 

rivalry, and (sorry about this) love. It lets you think about how it would 

have felt to be there, uncovering bones with your father. I really enjoy the 

palaeontology side of this book: seeing which fossils they find and name, and 

seeing their fathers' trying to cheat. I would have preferred it if it was just that 

side, but it was a change to read a different type of book. 

As soon as Samuel sees Rachel in the entrance hall before going into his father's 



 

talk about a newly found fossil, he falls in love with her. But she knows that she 

is plain and tells herself that he is just flirting with her because she is the only 

girl in the room. He talks to her whenever he can, and slowly their relationship 

builds. But when Rachel's father finds out, it seems like everything is over.  

I quite enjoyed this and I recommend this to teenagers age 13+ (no younger!).   

 

Abbie Bavister, age 14  

To be honest this wasn't really my type of book but I could 

appreciate it was well written. This wasn't really my type of book but it 

was interesting to learn a bit of history.     

 


