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Flying Tips for Flightless Birds 
By Kelly McCaughrain 

                            
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Jenna Welch, age 13  

This book was pure magic and each new 

plot twist amazed me and took the story 

in a whole new and unexpected fabulous 

direction. This book was absolutely 

amazing and I loved every word of it, 

McCaughrain is an absolute genius.  

This book was very modern and up to date with 

current affairs and trends. I would recommend 

this book for anyone who loves a good realistic 

yarn. This book was pure magic and each new 

plot twist amazed me and took the story in a 

whole new and unexpected fabulous direction. 

McCaughrain definitely understood many 

modern teenage problems that may children 

face and do not know how to deal with and solved them with such ease to that 

the worked out fine. I liked this because not many books address these sorts of 

problems so well. I just cannot exaggerate how much I loved this book and I 

have already read it three times it was that good.  

 

Humaira Kauser, age 19  

This is definitely going to be one of the big YA books of 2018.   

What a delight ‘Flying Tips for Flightless Birds’ was. I loved everything about it. 

It is definitely going to be one of the big YA books of 2018. I loved everything 

from the style of the writing and the format to the characters and 

locations. Makes me kind of want to join the circus.  

 



 

 

Jenny Duffy, age 24 (children's bookseller)  

Fans of contemporary YA with a focus on family and friendship 

(with a dash of romance) will love this story about being yourself, 

and learning to let people in to your life. A soaring debut. 

Twins Finch and Birdie Franconi are stars of the flying trapeze, an inseparable 

double act. They protect each other from the sneering school kids who are 

baffled by their zany outfits and circus tricks, they know everything about each 

other. They are determined to save their family’s circus school, and to put on a 

show the Franconis can be proud of. But when Birdie befriends new kid Hector, 

the dynamic changes. Then, a horrible accident shows their double act might 

not be as unshakeable as it seems. 

Told through Birdie’s blog posts and Finch’s narration, this is an entertaining 

and heart-warming read.  I loved Finch and Birdie and their madcap circus 

family, this book is full of memorable characters. The book deals with bullying, 

friendship and identity, but most importantly it is a fun and moving read. There 

is plenty of circus history, lingo and tricks galore. Finch’s relationship with his 

sexuality is handled with great delicacy, and his coming out storyline is my 

favourite aspect of this book. 

Fans of contemporary YA with a focus on family and friendship (with a dash of 

romance) will love this story about being yourself, and learning to let people in 

to your life. A soaring debut. 

https://thebookstheartandme.wordpress.com 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 14 

‘Flying Tips For Flightless Birds’ was a fun and touching story with 

great characters, about friendships, learning who you are, and 

circus performances to make you gasp!  

‘Flying Tips For Flightless Birds’ is an entertaining story about Finch and Birdie 

Franconi, teenage twins whose parents own a circus – and Finch and Birdie are 

in it, on Flying Trapeze.  

Finch and Birdie have always been bullied at school, especially by mean girl 

Kitty Bond and her gang, but when they make friends with awkward new boy 

Hector Hazzard, everything gets much worse. And the problems don't end when 

they get home. The circus isn't receiving enough support, and it starts to look as 

if it's going to shut down, and for many of the people who perform there, 

especially Finch and Birdie, the circus is their home. So after Birdie suffers a 



 

 

horrific accident, landing her in hospital, Finch and Hector realise it's up to 

them to keep the circus going, with one final show. If it goes right, then the 

circus could survive. But if it goes wrong, then they'll have to wave goodbye to 

flying for good... 

‘Flying Tips For Flightless Birds’ was a very funny and touching story, with 

fantastic characters and an engaging plot. I really liked Birdie, with her 

fantastic dress sense and funny quips, and Pyro, the Fire Eater, who was 

thoroughly hilarious. I found it difficult to put down after I started reading it! 

A really fun story about friendship, learning who you are, and of course, 

learning to fly. 

 

Emily Kirby, age 13 

This was a good book and I would definitely recommend it. It does take 

some time to get into but I still enjoyed it because there aren't many teen books 

about performing in circuses.  

‘Flying Tips for Flightless Birds’ is a deeply touching book about 

friendship, romance and accepting who you are.  I know that sounds 

very cheesy but don’t let it put you off.  The book tells the story of Finch, who 

only really has one friend, his twin sister Birdie, but when she is injured he 

forms a complicated friendship with Hector, the new kid at his school.  Finch 

and Birdie’s family are all extremely talented and all work/worked in the circus 

business, their mum and dad own the local circus school but it is failing as they 

have hardly any students, until Hector comes along.  Nevertheless it is hard to 

juggle circus practice, friendship, love and family all at the same 

time! 

 

Maia Fuller, age 13 

I really enjoyed this amazing book by Kelly McCaughrain. I loved 

the friendships, the romance and the secrets all wrapped up in one 

book about circus and accepting who you are.  

I really enjoyed this amazing book by Kelly McCaughrain. I loved the 

friendships, the romance and the secrets all wrapped up in one book about 

circus and accepting who you are. My favourite character was Hector because 

although he was different, he wasn’t afraid to make friends and put himself out 

there. I think his self-confidence grew massively throughout the book and that 

was a really good thing for him to do. I also liked the twins Finch and Birdie 



 

 

because even though Birdie suffered an accident, Finch still managed and even 

made new friends which was hard for him because normally he is used to 

spending all his time inside the circus with his sister and family. I love how they 

all face up to their feelings outside of the ring. This is an extremely heart-

warming book and I recommend it for children and adults alike. Overall I really 

liked thus book and definitely recommend it. I hope Kelly McCaughrain 

continues to write more amazing novels like this one. 

 

Edel Waugh   
 
This is the story about flying- trapeze siblings Finch and Birdie Franconi. They 
belong to a well-known and much respected circus family where they also train 
people in their circus school. When tragedy occurs and one member is hurt it is 
up to the rest of them to save the school.  
 
This was a delightful story of a very unusual family that is full of 
love and close bonds and a truly unconventional upbringing. It was 
lovely seeing behind the scenes of what was going on and all their hopes and 
dreams. A fun filled story with a feel good ending. 
 

 

Ella O'Gorman, age 13 

An unusual multi-layered tale that's both funny and moving, set 

against the backdrop of a struggling circus school, run by Birdie and 

Finch Franconi's family.   

Flamboyant teenage twins Birdie and Finch Franconi really stand out at school 

and are an easy target for the other kids. However, they have each other and 

they do everything together, including a daring flying trapeze act. Though now 

they are getting older, Birdie in particular wants more space, but she does not 

want her brother to be on his own. She hopes that newcomer Hector, who really 

seems interested in the circus, will befriend Finch. Then Birdie has a terrible 

accident and Finch's life is turned upside down. He has time to reflect and think 

about who he really is. Could his new circus double act with Hector mean more 

at a deeper level? The title of this book grabs your attention and the characters 

are varied and interesting. Birdie's blog is cleverly woven into the story and 

gives us a greater insight into the circus and Birdie's own thoughts and feelings. 

A good book for anyone looking for something a bit different. 

 



 

 

Heather, age 14 

A great book about coming to terms with who you are.  

I thought this book was amazing and had a really interesting and exiting plot. 

It’s about a family circus called ""Franconis"" and the struggle to keep it open 

when a disaster happens. Alongside the main story line there is also an 

underlying plot showing the importance of coming to terms with who you are.  

My favourite character in the novel was Hector because he wasn't scared or 

embarrassed to show who he was. He was also a funny character and a good 

friend. I also liked many of the different circus acts including Py and Jaine as 

they all had such different characteristics that brought the book to life. 

I would rate this book 9/10 as it was a great read and anyone, regardless of 

gender, would enjoy it, however I would recommend for age 13+. 

 

 


