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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Francesca Hopkins, age 12  

This is such a brilliant book! I loved 

reading it. It moves you deeply. You 

feel like you know every character 

personally and can vividly imagine 

every scene Carroll describes. I think 

this book is a brilliant read and highly 

recommend to anyone my age and older. 

Its a very gripping story with a powerful 

message. I was very moved after reading 

this story and think Sarah Carroll is a 

writer with great talent. I also love the way 

she portrays her characters. I especially 

love 'ma' because she is strong willed and 

determind!   

 

 

 

Llew Harrison, age 10  

What a book, I absolutely love it! Love the amount of description, it's so little, 

that's what gives it such a quick pace! The fact that the author has kept the girl's 

name anonymous is really cool!  ‘The Girl In Between’, a world to discover..  

 A girl and her Ma are squatting in a castle (an old shut down mill), and are not 

living a very good life as the authorities are trying to take the girl away to the 

mountains. But when she thinks she's heard a ghost and her Ma keeps coming 

home with men who she states are her ''mates'' and starts drinking alcohol all 

night, well, that was the last straw.  

Wow! What a book, I absolutely love it! Love the amount of description, 

it's so little, that's what gives it such a quick pace! The fact that the author has 



 

kept the girl's name anonymous is really cool!  

If you're all about magic, demons and adventure and you're about to turn this 

book down DON'T! There's nothing I like more than magic, demons and 

adventure so when I got this book I didn't think it would be very good but when 

I read it well, that was a different story! 

 

James Boran, age 11   

Great atmospheric book. Quite haunting with some great 

characters.  

This was a great read.  I have read all of Carroll's books and I liked this one less 

than some of the others but it was still very good. A young girl and her mother 

have been living rough.  Then they move into an old abandoned mill.  there, the 

girl likes to imagine that the mill is their Castle. She has a hard likes her mother 

means well but is an alcoholic. To distract herself form reality the girl makes 

friends with another squattor  and starts to think that the will is haunted. This is 

a very slow, thoughtful book and I would have liked more action. I enjoyed it for 

the lovely language.  there was great atmosphere in the novel and the 

characters were fantastic. You really felt you lived in their world.  

 

Jenna Welch, age  12  

I love reading books by new authors, new stories and new plots and this book 

hit all three right on the head. Carroll is a very gifted writer.  

‘The Girl In Between’ is an excellent story filled with lots of twists and 

turns and unexpected happenings. I would recommend this book for older 

readers as some bits were a little difficult to comprehend, however it was still a 

fantastic book and I couldn’t put it down. I love reading books by new authors, 

new stories and new plots and this book hit all three right on the head. Carroll 

is a very gifted writer with a very good imagination. 

 

Daisy Pritchard-Williams, age 12  

‘The Girl In Between' is a good book.  

It is about a girl called Sam and her Mum, they are homeless, short on money 

and on the run from the authorities (or The Men in Yellow Jackets.) It is about a 

girl called Sam and her Mum, they are homeless, short on money and on the run 

from the authorities (or The Men in Yellow Jackets.) Sam's mum has a drinking 



 

problem and is finding it hard. They both live in an old mill, that has seen better 

days, but Sam doesn't care because it's her castle.  

The mill has a story, and Sam wants to find out what it is. My favourite 

character was either Caretaker or Sam, Caretaker is a quiet man that is also 

homeless,  and sells books. He lives in a sort of shelter next to the mill, and has a 

very interesting story to tell. Sam is funny and brave, but her and her mother's 

accents sometimes confused me.  My favorite part is probably when she stopped 

the builders from coming in her house.  

Some parts are very gripping and a little bit scary, but I really liked 

it. I also liked the idea of the other little storys in the book, like Red 

Coat and Short Guy, Glass Woman and her husban and child and Boat Lady, 

and I how they sort of all come togethor at the end. At the very end I was a bit 

confused, and i think that it needs to be explained more. I wont say what it was, 

in case I ruin it for anyone that wants to read it, but if you've read it, you'll 

know. Overall this is a very good book and I would recomend this to anyone 

between 10-14.  

www.twitter.com/charliepw 

 

Lynsey Brennan  

This is a short read which is beautifully written. Sarah Carroll has a wonderful 

way with words, including ample 'fairytale-like' descriptions.  ‘The Girl In 

Between’ is a poignant read that explores the themes of loneliness 

and grief. The protagonist, Sam, is a young Irish girl who tells the story of her 

life on the streets of Dublin with her ma. Hiding from the authorities, the pair 

hide out in an old, abandoned mill which the girl refers to as 'The Castle' - a 

home of her own and a place of safety. Here, they try to build some form of a life 

together but times are hard as the girl's mother battles a drink problem fuelled 

by depression and doubt.  

This is a short read which is beautifully written. Sarah Carroll has a 

wonderful way with words, including ample 'fairytale-like' descriptions. 

Unfortunately, for me, the plot wasn't as strong. Nothing much happens and I 

didn't feel like the story was taking me anywhere. Granted there is a big plot 

twist, but I had guessed the twist many chapters before its grand reveal which 

always leaves a kind of 'meh' taste in the mouth.  

http://www.readrestrelax.com 

 



 

Heather Greenan, age 13  

One word: gripping   

I really enjoyed this book and thought it had a great story line that 

grabbed my attention and made me want to find out what happens 

next. The book was full of twists and left you in suspense at many points. One 

of my favourite characters was Caretaker because he had such an odd 

personality and it was hard to know what he would say to different things. He 

was quite a mysterious character and I think it really made the story come to 

life. 

I would rate the book a 9/10 as it had an interesting plot that inspired me to 

keep reading.  I think that older children would enjoy the story more as the 

ideas were quite complex. I also think that adults could enjoy the book. Overall I 

thought it was an amazing book full of thrilling twists. 

 

James Forde 

This was a fantastic read about a homeless girl and her alcoholic mother. I 

loved the characters and the amazing atmosphere of the mill where they end up 

living.  There is a huge sense of danger all the time even though there is also 

great cosiness and a feeling of home in the book. The characters are 

brilliant. Totally believable. But the best thing about the book is the 

twist at the end - which we cannot talk about!  This book gets a ten 

out of ten for me. 

  

 


