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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Jennifer Wood, age 8  

Super read.  I wish I had a dog like 

McTavish. This was a good book.  It 

is about a family called the Peachey's.  

They adopt a dog who plans to change 

them for the better.  My favourite 

character is Betty Peachey because she is 

the only smart human in the family.  I 

would definitely recommend this 

book.   

 

Elleanore Phillips 

This is a book about the Peachy family 

who are in a mess. Poor mum has to do 

all the clearing up with no help from the 

rest of the family. Then chaos starts all 

because mum feels she has had enough 

and resigns from being mum and decides to take up yoga instead. The family 

starts to squabble even more than before. Betty, the youngest, proposes having 

a dog instead of mum. 12-year-old Ollie and 14-year- old Ava agree with Betty, 

nearly 9. There is however, one problem. Dad disagrees with the idea of having 

a dog although he agrees to take them all to have a look at the dogs at the 

animal shelter. Betty, Ollie and Ava want to take home all of the dogs in the 

shelter but dad just wants to browse. Finally, they are allowed to have 

McTavish, a dog which is Betty’s choice. They find out that McTavish is not just 

any old dog. This dog has a few surprises in store for the family! What are these 

surprises? If I tell you now it will spoil the story so you will just have to read the 

book to find out. I like the book because the story is really funny. I 



 

would recommend it to bookworms with a good sense of humour to 

snuggle up with for a good read. Warning!  I would suggest you keep 

this book away from your mums. We don’t want to give them ideas!! 

 

Daniel Bisland, age 9 

 

This book is about a dog and his family, the Peachys. It starts 
when Ma Peachy (who does ALL the jobs) goes on strike to 
do YOGA! So, the rest of the family have a family meeting 
and decide to get a dog from Cuddles Home for Unwanted 
Mutts (C.H.U.M). They look 
around the home and find 
McTavish and they decide to get 

him.  

This dog changes their life forever. But it is in a good 
way or a bad way?  

Does Ma leave them?  

Does Ma stay on strike forever?  

I recommend it to 8+ readers. If you are dyslexic, 
read other Barrington Stoke books like this one as 
the layout makes them easier to read. I give it 5*. 

I like the moral of the story, which is always 
help your mum or she’ll abandon you for 
yoga. My brother and I are going to make the 
Lovely Chicken Dinner in the back of the book 
so our mum doesn’t ever go on strike! ☺ ☺ 

 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 11  

A dog adopted from a dog's home who teaches a crazy family how to 

cook, clean, tidy up and be on time! What a lovely short story. 

Recommend to boys and girls, especially those who like dogs.  

A story about a family who adopt a dog from the local dog’s home. The Mum of 

the family goes on strike and takes up yoga, the rest of the family rush around 

trying to find keys, food, clean clothes etc as no washing gets done, the house 

doesn't get tidied, they are always late and they eat lots of junk food. McTavish, 



 

the dog, comes up with a plan to restore order to this crazy family. He collects 

piles of clothes for his bed, chews shoes which are left lying around the house, 

becomes an alarm clock and teaches the family how to cook healthy dinners! I 

think there is a great moral to this story. If everyone in the family contributes 

and helps out, the house will be a much better place to live. I really enjoyed this 

book. It’s only 81 pages long so it's a quick read. I think both boys and girls 

would enjoy this story. Perfect for reluctant readers with it being such a 

short story too.  

 

  

  

 


