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Edel Waugh 

This is the story about two girls who were 

both born at exactly the same time. One 

girl is brought up in a regular house with 

a regular family and the other girl is 

brought up in a coven of witches kept 

apart from modern society for the most 

part. Poppy is brought up with a dad and 

mentally ill mother and Raven is brought 

up surrounded by women all belonging to 

the same coven. Poppy has an unusual 

gift that draws animals to her in a way 

she can't explain and she can move things 

without touching them, these unique gifts 

keep on growing.  

When these two girls meet they are like 

kindred souls and no one could have 

predicted the connection they would have 

to one another or what the outcome would be. This was like a fairy tale and 

modern story in one, the two main girls were likeable, especially Poppy. I 

recommend this to all YA fans who like their fiction with a bit of 

mysticism. 

 

Humaira Kauser, age 18 

Intriguing. Exciting and utterly captivating! A world I would want 

to visit!  

This was such a great read! It was simple and quick to read. I would 

recommend this to the younger end of the teen spectrum but enjoyable either 



 

way. 

The plot was good though a little predictable (though this may be because I'm 

older). 

Overall a lovely book and would recommend this to those who love a bit of light 

fantasy! 

Follow Humaira on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/ 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 14 

This book is about two girls who meet by accident and how their lives 

intertwine. This book enters the world of witchcraft. I loved the plot of this book 

and how the ending was. It was full of lots of unexpected twists and turns. The 

characters were really unique and had so many complicated layers to them. I 

loved the way that the relationships with other characters were portrayed and 

shown in the book. I thoroughly enjoyed this book and would highly 

recommend it.  

 

Kyra Morris, age 17 

‘The Hawkweed Prophecy’ was a bewitching read - one that charmed 

me with its delectable writing, beautifully flawed characters and 

magical story line. It left me spellbound.  

‘The Hawkweed Prophecy’ had me enraptured from the first page with its 

enchanting writing. The magical story was brought to life by the scrumptious 

words strung together. It had that classical fairy tale atmosphere that danced 

amidst the pages and made falling in love with this book a natural thing to do. 

http://www.blogofabookaholic.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Natalie Hunter, age 14 

This was a good book with a wonderfully unique storyline. The 

characters in this were all adorable, particularly Ember, although I 

often wanted to shout at them through the pages.  

This was a good book with a wonderfully unique storyline. The characters in 

this were all adorable, particularly Ember, although I often wanted to shout at 

them through the pages. The Hawkweed Prophecy had a very interesting plot. 

Two girls were swapped at birth by a spell. Whilst Ember fails at all her witch 

https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/
http://www.blogofabookaholic.blogspot.co.uk/


 

tasks Poppy finds herself causing trouble and constantly having to leave her 

home for another school. I found a few bits of the romance a little bit sickly but 

otherwise it was rather cute. I would mostly recommend this to people who like 

lots of romance in their books. 

 

Rebekah Marsh, age 13  

‘The Hawkweed Prophecy’ was honestly the perfect book for me, it 

mixed a fantasy world with simple friendship problems - this mix 

created the perfect plot line, leaving me to not put it down for days.   

The Hawkweed prophecy is an endearing book and left me thinking of the 

characters even once I had finished the book. How Poppy and Embers' 

relationship grew and changed throughout the case of the book was truly 

inspiring. 

 

Megan West, age 15 

An exciting, refreshing and imaginative read. Very enjoyable.  

I really liked the idea and plot of The Hawkweed Prophecy and the way that the 

plot was then written. I loved the characters and the imagery throughout the 

book was incredible. 

 

Phoebe Doherty- Ozobiane, age 14   

A magical potion of spells, witches and unexpected twists, ‘The Hawkweed 

Prophecy’ tells of an ancient prediction that causes a fame-obsessed witch to 

betray her sister, families to fall into ruin and witch covens nationwide to 

attempt to kill their future queen. The creepy, otherworldly feel of this 

book would grab anyone with a love for darkish fantasy and I would 

gladly give this book a ⅘ stars maybe even 4.5/5 stars. Poppy Hooper 

and Ember Hawkweed are each outcasts in their own worlds, trying to find a 

place where they belong, yet never seeming to find it. Poppy is just a normal girl 

who finds trouble wherever she goes; Ember, a witch: totally useless and not 

who everyone thought she’d be. Their lives entwine and they become almost 

sister-like in their relationship. With each other, they feel like they finally belong 

somewhere, finally found someone to love them. There are many reasons that I 

loved ‘The Hawkweed Prophecy’ and I could talk for hours about each and every 

reason why, however I don't want to bore you with that. I'll only list a few for 



 

you then. First of all, the main plot. The whole thing with the witches is 

something I really liked. If you are like me and are obsessed with Harry Potter, 

you’d be a bit tentative with anything witches, but I was pleasantly surprised 

with what Irena came up with. Like the witches of olde English folklore, the 

witches here mix potions, cast spells and live in isolation away from the rest of 

us humans, or ‘chaffs’ as they like to call them. They seem stuck in the past with 

long skirts, a simple life and a lack of technology which contrasts greatly with 

the life of the humans they try their best to avoid. The way they live away from 

humans and how the prophecy to them is a huge thing that fills their whole 

world shows that although to one person their problems and dreams affect them 

immensely, it doesn’t matter at all to the rest of the planet. The cliché-ness of 

some of the book was actually something I liked a lot. There is a completely 

unneeded and at times tormenting love-triangle that caused me to want the 

throw the book at the wall in annoyance. The two girls become like sisters and 

they care deeply for each other but as soon as Poppy introduces her other new 

friend and she sees how well they get along and how perfectly they look 

together she sacrifices her own happiness for her friends'. She doesn’t feel like 

she is worthy of this happiness and tries to make sure Ember has a chance to 

escape her slightly unhappy life every so often. I loved it but it frustrated for a 

very long while whilst reading and even when I'd put the book down. I hope 

there is a second book to this wonderful debut novel as I feel Poppy, Ember and 

the coven aren't done with their story yet. Irena has done a great job with this 

one, I hope to be seeing more of her in the future.  

Blog: http://readingjuices.wixsite.com/juicyjuices/reviews 

Instagram handle: @bookthesimple 
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