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Zara Kazi, age 18  

This book was wonderfully mad and 

heart-breaking. A must read for 

everyone who enjoys the classic, 

‘Alice in Wonderland’.   

I cannot express how much I love 

this book! Upon reading, I found it 

particularly hard to imagine Catherine 

before she was the infamous "Queen of 

Hearts", as a passionate young girl with 

the simple dream of opening her own 

bakery and falling in love. The transition 

between her younger, innocent self to her, 

wicked, short-tempered older self was 

seamlessly followed through. Meyer's 

writing style really created a Wonderland 

setting; wonderfully mad and whimsical. 

The dialogue between the characters was beautiful making for an extremely 

pleasing read, although heart-breaking at the same time. I couldn't put it down 

but it did leave me sad at the end of it despite already knowing what The Queen 

of Hearts' destiny would play out to be.     

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 13  

‘Heartless’ is an exciting and bewitching tale of a girl who loves to 

bake, and whose heart and ambitions threaten to be her downfall.   

Heartless is the story of a girl, Catherine, who loves to bake. Cath has always 

been a favourite of the King of Hearts, as he's the biggest fan of her confections. 

But Cath never thought that the King would like her as anything more than a 

baker of delicious foods. When she realises that he intends to propose to her at 



 

that night's black and white ball, she's horrified. Certain that she can never love 

the King, she begs her friend Cheshire to cause a distraction so she can get away 

but, as she makes her escape, she faints in the palace gardens thanks to her 

strangling corset. Later, she wakes to find herself alone with a raven and the 

bewitching new court Joker and news reaches her of an attack from the 

mythical Jabberwocky creature. Suddenly, Catherine's life changes forever... 

‘Heartless’ was an incredible story, and I loved it! The characterisation 

was fantastic and in some parts the story would scare you so you would be 

slightly afraid to go on, but desperate to know what happened next! The twists 

and turns were unexpected and exciting, and I once gave a squeak of surprise 

and horror when one particularly awful thing happened! This tale was twisted, 

exciting and just plain brilliant. I loved it and will certainly recommend it to all 

of my friends! 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 14 

‘Heartless’ combines most of the elements of Lewis Carroll's Alice stories. This 

novel shows the Queen of Hearts back story.  Most of the characters are familiar 

which makes you feel at home but there are some new characters as well. 

Overall I enjoyed the new twist to Lewis Carroll's original story. This 

is prequel or origin story to ‘Alice's Adventures in Wonderland’ and ‘Alice 

through the Looking Glass’, dealing with the characters in Wonderland, mainly 

The Queen of Hearts. 

  

Katie Adeniji, age 16 

Meyer has pulled off another fictionally fantastical novel that will 

break your heart.  

‘Heartless’ mixes a Victorian England society with all the wonder and 

impossibility that made Lewis Carroll's original story so enchanting in the first 

place. The book managed to break my heart and fill me with hope at the same 

time. Marissa Meyer has yet again managed to retell a timeless story with a 

twist, and made me fall in love with the character I do and don't know all over 

again. The worst part about reading this book was knowing how things would 

end but not knowing explicitly all the choices and events that would push 

Catherine to finally become the Queen of Hearts. By the end of the novel I was 

both sympathising and hating the persona Catherine had become, which is 

exactly what I expected from yet another one of Meyer's re-invented fairy-tale 



 

books.  

http://ultradreamologistblog.tumblr.com 

  

Beth Honeyman, age 14  

A fantastic read that deserves to be the New York Times No 1 Bestseller. For 

anyone who loves the original Wonderland characters sprinkling 

magic and cakes throughout. Jump in enjoy.  

I love ‘Alice in Wonderland’ so jumped at the chance to review this new twist on 

Lewis Carroll’s original. It's the story of how the Queen of Hearts became 

heartless to put it simply. She is just a young girl, Catherine, who loves to bake 

and dreams of owning a shop. Unfortunately The King of Hearts has his eye on 

her as a future wife and although she has other ideas her pushy mother wants 

her daughter to be queen. It's a tale of how a good heart can turn cold when 

events are beyond your control. 

You can follow Beth on Twitter: @katyhoneyman    

  

Faghra Saleem, age 13  

‘Heartless’ is a beautiful tale of love and betrayal. It was a heart 

wrenching tale that kept me on the edge of my seat and I simply 

could not put it down!   

‘Heartless’ is a beautiful tale of a wonderful baker who falls in love with the 

charming and mysterious Court Jester. It was a heart wrenching tale that kept 

me on the edge of my seat. I simply could not put it down! 

Catherine was a strong and determined character who was torn by what her 

mother told her was the right thing to do, and what her heart was telling her. 

Her heart was full and she loved those close to her dearly and fiercely.  

The King on the other hand was a different story. You couldn't help but feel a 

little sympathy for him and I really did want him to find someone who could 

love him back. However, there is some sense of hate and anger you feel for him 

that radiates across from Catherine.  

Her choice was taken away and her fear had come true. Much to the happiness 

of her mother, she was to marry the King. 

All Catherine wants is a simple life. One where she can enjoy the little things in 

life. One where she can be herself, live her life doing was she loves, and spending 



 

it with the people she cares for most. 

This book was definitely a 5 star rating for me. However keep in mind that this 

is the story of before she became the Queen of Hearts and helps us understand 

how she became the malicious villain we now know her to be today. 

I recommend this to anyone who is human. I believe this is a story anyone can 

enjoy, even those who are Heartless... 

 

Fran Hughes, age 14 

This book is a whimsical, fun retelling based around a young Queen of Hearts 

who we learn wasn't always a ruthless tyrant. Meyer tells us she was once a 

young talented baker with big dreams of owning a bakery before she was 

betrothed to the king. At first I found the pace slow but, it gets faster-paced, 

better and more serious as the chapters go on but, overall Meyer has once 

again delivered an epic fantasy story. I wouldn't expect anything 

less from the best-selling author of 'The Lunar Chronicles' series. 

 

Laura Solomon  

Perfect for teens, this gripping love story is the perfect prequel for 

any ‘Alice’ lovers. Every story has two sides, two perspectives and 

two stories, this story is the other half to 'Alice In Wonderland'. 

Catherine Pinkerton yearns for freedom from her parents binding rules. She’s a 

good girl though. That is until she meets the new court jester. 

Shrouded in mystery, he teaches her to live again. But their relationship is 

frowned upon and Catherine’s duty to the land of Hearts prevails.  With hats 

that transform you, people who charm you and animal and magic that changes 

you, this book is packed with adventure. 

 

Susie Holm, age 16  

A stomach rumbling, mind erupting story.  I'm a massive fan of Marissa 

Meyer, so when I heard that she was starting a completely new project, an Alice 

in Wonderland Queen of Hearts re-telling, I knew I wouldn't be let down. The 

way Meyer writes to describe the food and baking will make your stomach 

rumble and your mind erupt with images of what everything must look like.  

Perfect for fans of her other series and fans of Alice in Wonderland, as reading 

the book felt like I was being re-introduced to long lost friends. You will not be 



 

able to put the book down, and when you do, you will crave more of Meyers 

beautiful style of writing and literary techniques.   

https://www.twitter.com/susieeholm 

 

Humaira, age 18  

Marisa Meyer can craft a well-known world so beautifully and make 

it her own. Reading ‘Heartless’ has only motivated me to read the Lunar 

Chronicles (by the same author) even more now. I don't need to say that this 

book will make you love Marisa Meyer even more because it's just a fact now. 

Read this and you'll know what I am talking about.  

 

Edel Waugh  

I really loved ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and this book was such fun getting to know 

the short tempered Queen of Hearts who is known as a character to instil fear. 

The book takes us to before she was the queen, just a lovely young woman who 

loved to bake, with dreams of having her own bakery and a love of her 

choosing.  Pressure from her family to marry well and abandon all her dreams 

puts a new spin on this Queens backstory. I really enjoyed how determined she 

was to love, and live how she wanted despite everything that was going on. 

Reading this story is a bit like reading ‘Alice in Wonderland’, there is 

a slight sense of everything being a little off centre, full of quirks and 

entertaining characters. I recommend this to all. 

 

Jess Wagstaff, age 16 

This Wicked-esque nonsense fairytale would make Gregory Maguire 

wish he had thought of this magnificent backstory.   

Where to begin with heartless. As an already avid fan of Marissa Meyer's 

previous books, I went in in with high expectations and they were absolutely 

met. I devoured every page with an insatiable need for more of Cath and Jest's 

story. With cleverly woven nods to Lewis Carroll's original nonsense fairy tale, I 

was taken back into wonderland with ease and loved every second. 

You can follow Jess on Twitter:@jessiewagstaff  

 

 



 

 


