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Charlotte Cassidy, age 12  

A brilliant page-turner. It contains 

romance, adventure, and even some 

spooky themes: the recipe for the 

perfect book! It kept me guessing 

right until the last page. Absolutely 

amazing! 

‘How to Hang a Witch’ by Adriana Mather 

is an amazing story about a girl named 

Samantha, who has to move (due to her 

Dad’s illness) to Salem, home of the original 

witch trials.  There she is wrapped up in a 

thrilling mystery and a curse connected to 

the original witch trials, which affects the 

whole town and possibly her life. She meets 

lots of new people, some friends, some 

enemies, and some who are even dead! She 

has to face challenges and difficulties along the way, along with heartbreak and 

pain, and dealing with her Dad’s illness. It keeps you wondering throughout the 

book, ‘will she be able to break the curse?’ My favourite character in this is 

Samantha, because she is headstrong and compassionate, and doesn’t give up, 

even when faced with life threatening decisions. I love this book because you can 

really connect with the characters and really feel for them. I would recommend 

this book to girls aged 13+, who like romance/adventure/ghost stories. I really 

loved this book and could not put it down until I finished it.  

 

 



 

Grace Spear, age 15  

‘How to Hang a Witch’ wrapped me up in a world full of magic and 

mystery, leaving me clinging to every word. 

How to Hang a Witch is an amazing book which incorporates romance, history 

and magic leaving you clinging to every word.  The book tells the story of Sam 

who has just moved from New York to Salem with her stepmother after her 

father was hospitalised.  On arriving in Salem she realises that she has 

triggered a curse and she needs help to break it. However being related to 

Cotton Mather (one of the men who caused the Salem witch trials) doesn’t make 

you very popular. She’s unnerved by a mysterious, extremely close group of 

girls, called the descendants who are related to those persecuted at the trials. 

The worst thing is she needs their help! On top of all this a cute angry ghost and 

a new neighbour have come to complicate things.   

I love how much went on in this book and how it really wrapped you up in 

another world. I felt as though I was helping the characters solve a mystery and 

that I was part of the story. I read it close to Halloween and it was a really nice, 

spooky read. It was clever how the writer incorporated history but didn’t lose 

the story through doing this. I also loved how the writer portrayed the 

descendants and their relationship with Sam, as it always kept me guessing. I’d 

defiantly recommend this book as it was one I could not put down.  

 

Emma Baird, age 15  

‘How to Hang a Witch is an enchanting tale of spells and school bells 

which follows a young girl’s move to Salem, a town stuck in its 

supernatural past, after her father falls mysteriously ill.  

However, Samantha Mather does not make a good start in her new town as 

unexplainable events start to occur. Being the new girl, she is suspected, and is 

outright accused as the cause of these events, by a tight knit group related to the 

famous witch trials which Samantha herself has family connections with. The 

problem is, her family seem to have been on the wrong side of the historic events 

which seem to be repeating themselves. Can Samantha learn from the mistakes 

of the past and save her new home? 

The author effectively captures the attention and leaves the reader seeking 

answers in this perfect combination of romance with the world of things 

supernatural and otherworldly, resulting in a wonderful book which I would 

highly recommend, especially to lovers of anything spooky or mysterious. 



 

Sidney Greenslade, age 14   

‘How to Hang a Witch’ is a gripping tale in which the new girl in town finds she 

has a lot more to worry about than avoiding the mean girls, when an ancient 

curse returns to wreak havoc on Salem.  

‘How To Hang A Witch’ is a compelling and thrilling story about Samantha 

Mather, and the strange and increasingly dangerous events that begin to occur 

after she moves to a new town. 

Samantha doesn't want to move, but when her father falls into a coma and has 

to be moved to a different hospital, she and her stepmother Vivian sell their New 

York apartment and go to live in her grandmother's old house in Salem.  

Samantha's first day at her new school goes dreadfully. Salem was host to the 

witch trials, and Samantha is a distant relative of Cotton Mather, one of the 

people who started the trials. Even worse, the popular girls at her school who 

everyone follows happen to be the Descendants, the distant relatives of the 

accused witches who were hung during the trials, and they hate her. Soon, 

whispers follow Samantha in the corridor, and when strange things begin to 

happen around her, the whole school becomes hostile and suspicious. The only 

person at her school who seems to like her is her neighbour Jaxon. And when a 

resentful ghost turns up in her house, and an ancient curse begins claiming 

victims again, Samantha realises she may be the only person who can save 

Salem. 

‘How To Hang A Witch’ was a fantastically gripping and spooky 

book! I loved it! Everything, from the characters to the plot, was 

amazingly vivid! The characters were brilliantly believable and interesting, 

and I enjoyed reading about them, especially Elijah, the resident ghost, and 

Alice, the tough and determined Descendant. They were both wonderfully 

complex and unusual characters, and I really felt Elijah's sorrow and pain at 

the loss of his sister. I loved the story and I wish there was a second one to 

read!"  

 

Emily Price, age 15  

I could not put this book down- highly recommended! 

 I thoroughly enjoyed this book, as said on the front of it, 'I could not put it 

down' is something I can definitely agree with. I love the idea of a supernatural 

world- I also love how it's set in a school, the two ideas work together very well! 

 



 

Jenny Bridgeman, age 12  

I am in love with this book, when I was reading it my hands refused 

to put it down. This is packed with romance, courage, mystery, and 

ghosts. Perfect for young teens.  

Sam Mather has to move to a new school, except she does not realise it will come 

with a ghostly price.  This book is packed with romance, mystery and ghosts, 

perfect for young teens who are looking for an exciting and breath taking book 

to satisfy their mind.      

 

Aimee Sweet, age 16  

From the first turn of the page I knew ‘How To Hang A Witch’ was going to be 

right up my street. Sam Mather is such a relatable character – witty, sarcastic 

and socially awkward, I feel like many young adults can find elements of 

themselves in her on some level. She is the epitome of a modern-day heroine; she 

knows where she stands and what she wants in the world, and I think that her 

fiery persona could become the ultimate role model to young middle-grade 

teenage girls out there.  Yet at the same time, the bewitching, murky tale of 

events that run at an incredible pace throughout the novel distances the 

audience from the situation in order to fully appreciate the language and 

developed characters.  

I love the ‘cliquey’ type of style to describe the Descendants, the group of teenage 

girls and guys who are direct ancestors to those involved in the Salem Witch 

Trials hundreds of years before. When the reader comes to realise that all of the 

strangely suspicious actions that are happening in Salem are linked to Sam in 

some way, they instantly begin to question – are Sam and the Descendants 

cursed? Will there forever be a shadow cast over Salem and all the people who 

live in it? This was such an easy yet enjoyable read, where I learnt 

more about the Salem Witch Trials of the 1600’s than I ever could 

have done from history textbooks. Anyone with a love for Mean Girls/ V 

for Vendetta should defo give this book a go. ‘How To Hang A Witch’ was a very 

relaxed and pleasant read. 

www.thesweetreview.com 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is a story based around a teen girl called Sam, we quickly learn that her 

father is in hospital with a serious problem and she has to move house with her 



 

stepmother to Salem, home to the Salem Witch trials back in the day. Being a 

new girl in town has its problems too when a certain group of bitchy girls at 

school all related to those persecuted in the witch trials of the past decide to 

make her unwelcome. This was so much fun, it had just the right 

amount of historical details combined with modern day problems 

making it an all-round great read with interesting characters and a 

fresh new look at a modern day witch hunt. Go read this!!  

 

Phoebe Allan  

Quite simply one of the best books I have read in a long while! I 

didn't want to put it down. Mathers quickly draws you into her tale 

of mystery, spells, magic, dark family secrets, unique relationships 

and unlikely friendships.  

The story follows Samantha, Jaxon and Elijah as they work to figure out how 

the actions of those in the past are very much influencing their lives now in a 

very chilling way. A stunning read, with a delightful twist. I only hope 

Mathers produces a sequel soon! A definite thumbs up! 


