
 

     Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

        Just Call Me Spaghetti-Hoop Boy 
                          by Lara Williamson 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Emily Walklett, age 12  

Absolutely brilliant- totally absorbed 

with this book from page 1! Instant 

likeability! This book gets full marks! 

I loved it from the first page! The main 

character is instantly likeable and the book 

is written in a friendly and chatty way 

which instantly engages the reader and 

made it easy and fun to read. I could not 

wait to find out about his quest to find out 

about his family tree, and the super hero 

element introduces a fun side to the book. 

This book will appeal to ‘Tom Gates’ lovers 

and ‘Wimpy kid’ fans, and to both boys and 

girls from around 9-12. Absolutely brilliant!  

 

 

Lewis Briggs, age 10  

I loved this book! This could win so many famous awards for its 

greatness! I will recommend this fabulous book to all my friends.  My 

favourite part was when he was talking about the jelly bean and when they 

went to a comic festival.  

  

Sam Harper, age 12 

A really good story about the importance of family and the love that 

holds them together. This will make you feel happy, sad and very 

glad you read it. 

Eleven year-old Adam Butters has always felt that something was missing from 

his life but he hasn’t thought about the fact that he was adopted since his last 



 

birthday. That is until his teacher announces that the class are going to do a 

project on family trees. Adam wants his project to be on his real mother so he 

puts an advert in the local newsagents to try to locate her however as he starts 

digging for information Adam realises that there is a lot to discover and not all 

of it is good news. When he finds out that his mother named him Ace he starts to 

believe that he was meant to be a superhero. His attempts to complete missions 

all go terribly wrong except the time he saves someone’s life by warning them to 

get out of the way of a speeding car. His best friend Tiny Eric, a.k.a. Captain 

Encryptor, has problems with his family too and when the pair, together with 

the bin-mobile, attempt to infiltrate the hospital to get hold of Adam’s birth 

records it doesn’t go well. Adam seems to be really good at putting 2 and 2 

together and getting 4000. He feels double-crossed and tricked and he believes 

that, unlike his adoptive family, his real mother will be perfect. But it’s easy to 

make mistakes and jump to the wrong conclusions as Adam soon finds out. 

This is a story about the importance of family and the love that holds them 

together. It made me feel both happy and very sad. I really wanted everything 

to work out for Adam and I loved the way it all came together in the end. If you 

enjoyed Lara Williamson’s other books you’ll love this, it’s another really good 

read. 

 

Toby Little, age 9 

Who thought of that name? ‘Just Call Me Spaghetti-Hoop Boy’ is a really good 

book by Lara Williamson. It’s about a boy called Adam, who is adopted. I never 

thought about what it feels like to be adopted. I guess it’s different for 

everybody, but for Adam, he is very confused about life, and he has lots of 

questions for his biological Mum, for example why she abandoned him. Adam 

wants to be a super-hero to make other people happy, and his friend at school, 

called Tiny Eric, is very clever. For example, when Adam asks Tiny Eric to draw 

a picture of him as a super-hero, Tiny Eric just draws a picture of ‘normal’ 

Adam, but there is some Polish writing underneath…what will it mean? 

 I like this book because it shows a lot of truth about who you can be 

and what you can do. I think this was written from the heart, because when 

you read it, it makes you both happy and sad. The moral of the story is that you 

can change the world, whoever you are. Whether you are young or old, 

big or small, you can change the world around you.  

You can follow Toby Twitter: @tobyiswriting 

 



 

Elizabeth Bridgeman, age 9 

I love this book. Filled with excitement and sadness. My rating is 5 

stars and provide this to 8+. I love Velvet and Sausage Roll her invisible 

dog. Read it. 

I absolutely love this book, filled to the brim with excitement, laughter, and 

sadness. My rating would be 5 stars and I think 8+ could read it. My favourite 

character is Velvet because of how lively and happy she is. And how she and her 

invisible bloodhound Sausage Roll gets up to no good. My heart turned reading 

some chapters some I cried and some I could not handle but that doesn't mean 

this is the bestest (and first) book I read all year so far. 

 

Daniel Bisland, age 9 

This book is about a boy called Adam Butters who is adopted. He needs to find 

his real mum for a school project on family trees. While he is researching his 

project, he finds a letter that tells him 3 things: 

·         His name is ACE, 

·         He’s got a mum called Rose Walker, 

·         He was born in Pegasus Park Hospital. 

Adam wants to be a superhero, as ACE is a superhero name and everyone loves 

superheroes! He just needs to prove to the world who he can really be! 

One day, at school, they go to the local library to search the news reports to find 

out information on their families. 

Adam searches Adam Butters. 

Nothing comes up. 

Then he types Rose Walker. 

“Baby found by bins at Pegasus Park Pool!” 

Adam now knows the real story of his life! 

What happens next??? 

Does he find his real mum? 

You’ll have to read the book to find out! 

I really liked this book. I give it 5* and recommend it to 8+. It’s 

funny, exciting and emotional. It’s full of fun adventures that 



 

sometimes Adam finds hard. 

 

Josh, age 9  

An amazing book about a boy who wants to make his sad mum 

happy again! In the end he finds out you don't have to super to be a hero!  

Adam is a 10 year boy who has been adopted but has always wanted to find his 

real mother. When him and his friend put a poster in a shop window he gets a 

text... 

 

Katie Bavister, age 11  

Fantastic book.  Brilliant characters, fantastic storyline.  Definitely 

one to read. I really enjoyed this book, I liked Adams character and thought 

the adoption story line was done really well highlighting the emotions of all 

involved in the process.  I also liked the friendship between Adam and his best 

friend as it highlighted the importance of a good friend for your well being.  The 

book contrasted between being funny and sad.   

  

Christian, age 11 from Blenheim Primary School 

I didn't like this book because it was boring and slow. This book didn't 

approve my standards because I found it very slow which aren't my 

kind of books. Also it wasn't a very good genre for me as I am into sci-fi and 

horror.  

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 12  

An adventure with a difference. Happy, sad, funny and emotional. A 

good way of getting children to understand adoption I think, but 

done in a really clever way. Prepare for a few tears!  

This book made me laugh and cry. It was quite emotional in places as it is about 

an adopted boy and his struggle with feelings. He wanted to find out why his 

real Mum didn't want him. That's sad. His adventure is good and there are 

some really funny parts and characters along the way. One of my favourite 

characters was Velvet who had an invisible dog called sausage roll! I enjoyed 

reading it as it was different to other stories I have read but I did find it a bit too 

emotional. I would still score it 8 out of 10 and would recommend it to boys and 



 

girls around age 11+ .  


