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Melanie Chadwick  

A reality TV show covering the last days of 

a dying man; how sick is that?  Welcome 

to the nightmare that Jackie’s life has 

become.  Her dad has a terminal brain 

tumour and the whole family is being 

filmed 24 hours a day so that the rest of 

America can tune in to some great telly. A 

very moving and also funny book 

about grief, death and how to live.  

Jared agrees to turn the last weeks of his 

life into a TV show in order to pay for the 

medical bills and see his wife and children 

financially stable after his inevitable 

death.  He hasn’t quite bargained for the 

impact this will have on them all.  Hidden 

cameras in every room film everything 

they do.  There is no room for grieving and private conversations.  Things come 

to a head when Jackie realises that the footage is heavily edited to make ‘better’ 

TV; to convey a story which will impress the public and the advertisers rather 

than tell the truth. She takes things into her own hands, and with the help of 

some very unlikely people sets the record straight in her own way. This is a 

book that raises some big questions; should assisted suicide be legal, 

what is the value of dignity, does social media always bring out the 

worst in people, is society too obsessed with celebrity and should 

people in the public eye have a right to privacy? It also deals with a very 

topical issue, should false news articles be banned, and as Facebook vows to 

crack down on them what about other media, and who’s to judge what is 

acceptable?   



 

 

Aimee Sweet 

When starting this novel I was unaware of just how original it was 

going to be. The story got more interesting and shocking by each chapter and 

by introducing characters each chapter it developed my liking for each of them. 

I never knew what to expect what I turned the page; I never knew what Jared 

was going to do with his four months left of being alive. The story highlighted 

how everyone is affected when someone is dying and how people are joined 

together in the process. It tackles the feelings of lost and love, and I was rooting 

for Jared and his family until the end. It was also fascinating how a part of the 

story was told through the brain tumour’s point of view, which is something I’d 

never read before in a book. Fast paced and unexpected, Life in a 

Fishbowl is an incredibly moving book. 

 

Khadijah Ahmed 

The concept of this book is certainly very interesting and tackles 

some serious questions about life and death, which is great for 

discussions. However the style and execution fell short for me.  

I managed around a hundred pages but by then I'd lost interest. I couldn't 

connect to any of the characters and at times it felt a little too contrived.  

 

Megan Abbott, age 18 

Absolutely amazing! Whilst reading this book, I undertook a mix of 

turbulent emotions; one minute crying and the next laughing.  

This is one of the reasons why this is one of the best books I have ever read. A 

hilarious and gut-wrenching story of a teenager, her dad's battle with cancer, 

and how their lives change forever when he decides to put his life on eBay to the 

highest bidder, which leads to him starring in his own reality show. The 

different narrators, including the personification of the tumour, gave a realistic 

insight in the effects of cancer as well as the positive/ negative impacts of the 

fame and the power that is included. This powerful message, as well as the 

perfect mix between being serious and funny, makes this book educational to 

other readers who haven't experienced that kind of situation. I would definitely 

recommend it! 

 



 

Destiny Maraj  

‘Life In A Fishbowl’ was totally original and extremely moving 

however I really struggled getting into the novel and found it to be quite slow 

paced at times. Other than that I really liked all of the characters and how the 

author showed the different ways the two daughters coped with their father’s 

illness. I also thought the novel was quite moving and it really captured how 

much memories mean to us. 

 

Sophia Ufton    

This is amazing book and a wonderful story. Hope there will be more 

from this author.   

Jackie's life wasn't perfect but it was normal that is until she finds out her Dad 

is sick with a brain tumor. Jared the dad wants to help his family so what does 

he do but sells his life on Ebay to the highest bidder. Who will buy it? And what 

will happen?    

 

 


