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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Elleanore Phillips, age 9 

‘The Lotterys Plus One’ is about a chaotic 

family of eleven consisting of two mums 

married to each other and two dads 

married to each other and seven children.  

The two mums and the two dads are all 

friends and they all live together in a huge 

house.  The children are educated at home.  

This is not an ordinary family and Sumac, 

who is only nine, is responsible for 

organising the family.   

One day the family have their lives turned 

upside down when their grandad, whom 

they never met before, comes to stay with 

them.  He is described as “The Grandfather 

from Another Dimension” because he has 

dementia.  Can the family put up with the 

stress of this sort-of-uninvited guest who does not accept diversity of the family 

and turns out to be more disruptive than most of the children in the family? 

The book is full of jokes, it shows that everybody is unique with own 

character and talents and we should all live peacefully together 

accepting our differences.  It reflects diversity which we all come across in 

our lives at one point.  I enjoyed reading this book and found it hard to put it 

down.  I agree with the statement that “The one thing in life that never changes 

… is that sooner or later things change”.  This book is a perfect family read. 

 

Amelie Weeks, age 10  

I found this book entertaining and interesting and I enjoyed reading 

about the Lotterys’ chaotic life.  



 

I thought that the style in which this book is written really reflects on how busy 

and hectic life in a big family can be. At first I found the book hard to read and 

confusing, but as I read on, it became easier to understand, as I got to know the 

characters better.  

Although the Lotterys are a very unusual family, I could relate to some of the 

situations in the book. I liked how all the characters had very individual 

personalities, and how I got to know each character better as I read more.  

I liked how the family had all sorts of interesting traditions and names for 

things, like how they named all the rooms in their house. Despite their chaotic 

life, they all got along well together but, as Sumac learns in the book, change 

will always happen sooner or later… 

  

Bella Rix-Clancy, age 9    

Everyone in this big family are happy till Grandad gets sick and moves in, then 

things start to go wrong especially for Sumac. This book is fun and chaotic.  

‘The Lotterys Plus One’ is a funny book and there is a lot going on.  Because 

there are so many people in it I got really confused reading it by myself so my 

mum and me read it aloud together. 

The Lotterys are a big mismatched family with two mums and two dads and 

lots of adopted kids.  They live in a big house because they won the lottery.  

Everyone is happy till Grandad came to stay. 

I like that this book has two mums as my friend has two mums and 

he doesn't get to read many books with a family like his.  There are a 

lot of people and a lot of names that made getting into the story really hard.  Me 

and my mum thought it was a good book. 

 

Georgie Docwra, age 11 

This book was quite tricky for me to get into but it was worth the 

wait!  

This book is about a crazy family with two sets of parents, who live together in 

Camelottery (their big mansion). They have made their fortune from winning 

the lottery. 

Popcorn's dad who is very ill comes to stay with the family, he is suffering from 

dementia and the story tells of how Sumac tries to cheer him up.  



 

It was interesting to learn about dementia and I enjoyed reading about Sumac's 

crazy family's antics! 

  

Toby Little, age 9  

‘The Lotterys Plus One’ is a brilliant book by Emma Donoghue. It’s about two 

families that both won the lottery. They live in the coolest house ever, they have 

a theatre and a library, and a gym-jo, that’s a mix between a gym and a dojo, 

for doing martial arts. All the children are named after trees, and one family 

has two Mums, and the other family has two Dads. I think that’s really cool, 

because there aren’t many books where the children have two Mums or two 

Dads, and it’s important that there are books with all kinds of families, so that 

the children don’t feel like they are not respected. 

The story is about a grandfather coming to live with them, but he doesn’t like the 

family, so everybody is a bit nervous about him coming. There is lots of random 

information, about Mesopotamians, and beluga whales, and locusts, and lots of 

different countries, because the parents come from different countries, and one 

of the children is learning Ancient Sumerian for fun. 

The Lotterys sound like a really chaotic family, but really, really 

fun. I wish I could be friends with them! 

You can follow Toby on Twitter: @tobyiswriting    

 

Trinny Sadler, age 12  

A lovely book showing modern diversity and other opinions and also 

how people change their minds. A great read.  

This book is amazing with a theme of diversity running throughout. It has a 

lovely heart-warming story about a grandpa who grows to live and love with a 

diverse family of four parents seven children and four pets. It is great to live in 

the life of Sumac as she narrates her life and thoughts about her family. It is full 

of emotions such as hatred and fear and also happiness and love. This family 

discover how hard life is with just one more older and supposedly wiser Lottery 

added to the mix. How does Sumac Lottery manage to cope with all this family 

as the summer holidays commence? I loved this book and would rate it a 4/5. 

   

Katie Bavister, age 12  

A sweet book with many funny and interesting characters.  To start 



 

with I found it quite confusing as there were a lot of different characters 

introduced and it took a while to remember who was who. It is a very diverse 

family as there are four parents and seven children who are adopted and from 

multi-cultural background. The children are home schooled and take on lots of 

projects. When their grandad comes to stay with them the family dynamics 

change and they all have to learn how to adapt to a character they haven't 

encountered before. This is a book that shows how to accept different 

characters and that all families are different and that it's ok to be 

different.       

 

Erica Motoc, age 10  

A lot of drama and modern issues treated in one amazing book!  

‘The Lotterys Plus One’ is an amazing book that is incredibly interesting. In my 

opinion Emma Donoghue has included many modern things that do actually 

happen in real life like: same sex relationships and children not going to school. 

She has created many characters for example Sumac, Grumps, Brian and many 

more! I liked the drama involved in this book.  

Will Sumac ever realise that Grumps will be living with them? Will Brian ever 

want to be a girl again? Read the book and find out!      

  

Issie Ford , age 9 

It's mayhem at Camelottery, home to seven children, four parents, five pets, and 

a grumpy grandpa!  

Will nine year old Sumac and Grumps ever sort out their differences?  

With a cast of exciting and unusual characters who all have a different story to 

tell, this is like no book I've ever read before! 

The book is set in Canada, in a crazy, chaotic house called Camelottery where 

the seven children are named after trees and there are four parents, as well as a 

menagerie of interesting pets. 

When their grumpy grandpa (who they nickname Grumps) moves in, it's a 

nightmare for everyone, including nine year old Sumac, the clever clogs of the 

family, who hates the way he treats everyone.  

My favourite of all of the characters is Catalpa because she's a moody teenager 

and reminds me of a vampire! 



 

I would recommend ‘The Lotterys’ to lovers of Jacqueline Wilson 

books because it is a family drama, and the lively and imaginative 

drawings really helped to bring the story alive.  

     

Harriet Harper-Williams, age 11 

Not the most exciting book I have ever read. The Lotterys’ are a very big family. 

When their grumpy Grandfather comes to stay with them after his house has 

burnt down, their summer gets turned upside down. Sumac, a nine-year-old 

girl, has been looking forward to a brilliant summer full of fun, but things turn 

out to be quite different.  

It took me a long time to get into this book and it never really got me 

completely interested in the storyline or the characters. I can't say that I 

found it exciting, as I prefer books that are a bit more adventurous, 

but I would say it is suitable for 7 to 12 year olds who like to read about families.  

As there was not much happening, I got a bit bored and struggled to finish the 

book. But I'm sure lots of people will really love it.    

 

Amina, age 10 

This book was funny, interesting, exciting and fascinating. I'm sure 

there are tons more words but my list would be far too long. I loved 

this book it's different from other books I've read. I loved it . 

I loved the book, lots of people will love it I'm sure. This is a book that I will read 

over and over again not just once. This book also has interesting facts. I loved 

Sumac and all the characters I felt like I was one of them, there with them. I 

loved all the characters and there different personalities and I'm sure you will to 

so go ahead read it I won't keep you waiting. 

 

Ellen Cox, age 10  

I would definitely recommend this book to the world as it is the best 

book that I have ever read. A very gripping story full of feeling and 

details around Sumac (one of the main characters).  

  

Elizabeth Bridgeman, age 9 

'The Lotterys plus one' was good but not that good. My rating is 3 stars 



 

and the best thing I liked was when they described their home. This should be 9+ 

age for following the story.To be honest, to me this book was not that good. 

Some chapters were good some were great but I just didn't like it. The best part 

I like was when the book described the house the Lotteries live in because how 

they described it felt like I was actually there standing beside it. I would rate it 3 

stars and provide it for 9 + and any younger would need a parent/older sibling 

to read it. 

   

      


