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The Monstrous Child
By Francesca Simon
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids
members.
Rose Roberts, age 13
It's one of those books that is so good
you find it hard to describe.
Emotional, this book is page-turning
in a different way. It isn't full of
action, but you read it at a speed as if
it is.
It is set in the eyes of Hel, the queen of
Niffleheim: the underworld of the
commoners in Norse mythology. She is often
depicted as evil, but in this book, you see it
from her point of view - and you start to
realise how it really isn't her fault that she
acts the way she does. You don't need to
know anything about Norse mythology
before you read it, but if you do, you start to
understand the contrast between the
different views. I recommend this to fans of Magnus Chase. It tells the story
from when she was born, to well in the future after Ragnarök - the End of the
world when everyone is foretold to die (including the gods) and the spirits
disappear from her realm. I really strongly recommend this book to anyone 11+,
including adults.

Katie Adeniji, age 16
‘The Monstrous Child’ is an interesting read that - despite it's dark
undertones - will intrigue a reader looking for a witty and cynical
heroine to fall win love with.
Based on Norse mythology, ‘The Monstrous Child’ is about Hel, the Queen of the
Dead and how she ended up where she is. Throughout the novel, Hel's sharp and

cynical personality gets to the reader and becomes endearing as we see what
she goes through. Despite its dark undertones her character is easy to relate to
as the reader can relate based on the adolescent she has.
http://ultradreamologistblog.tumblr.com

Sidney Greenslade, age 13
‘The Monstrous Child’ is a compelling, fantastic and unbelievably vivid tale of
Hel, a girl with a strange impediment and a life-changing story to tell.
Hel isn't any old goddess, nor is she an average teenager. Hel is the Queen of the
Dead, and for a reason - her legs are that of a rotting corpse. Looked upon as a
blight, a thing to be feared, something disgusting and shameful by all the other
gods, Hel feels hurt and angry that nobody can see past her festering legs to the
normal, unhappy girl inside. Hel's two animal brothers disgust her, but when
they are all kidnapped and taken to Asgard, the land of gods, she finds that all
three of them will need to fight to survive. Joramund is thrown into the ocean
and Fenrir is buried alive while Hel is thrown into the dark, hostile underworld
to be Queen, decreed to rule there until the worlds crumble and the mighty gods
themselves are destroyed. Hel, trapped, desperate, lovesick and with hatred
flowing through her veins, creates a fortress, a hallowed hall for all dead where
she, Hel, can finally pass the laws. But up in Asgard, buried and bound in his
pit, her blood brother Fenrir strives to break free, her snake brother,
Jorgamund, writhes in the depths of the ocean and her trickster father, Loki,
starts on a path that could destroy both worlds forever.
‘The Monstrous Child’ absorbed me completely. Compelling and
incredibly, even scarily, vivid, I found myself utterly lost in Hel's
beautifully described world. I could smell the smells, hear the sounds and I
simply couldn't put it down! When I read it, I really felt like I really was Hel,
experiencing the pain, the loss and anger that she was put through throughout
the tale. I can only say to the author; thank you so much for writing this story!
Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 14
This book focuses on Hel the daughter of a God and a giantess. She has been cast
off into Niflheim (The Norse Underworld) and is the queen of the dead. I
enjoyed the fact that the characters were recognisable gods. I love how the novel
fused mythology and the story together. The ending hinted that there possibly
may be a sequel which I am hoping for. It was an enjoyable read and I

would rate it five out of five stars.

