
 

     

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

Peace Lily 
by Hilary Robinson & Martin Impey 

 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Jack Radford, age 5 
  
I liked seeing how the people had to 
do different things in the war and 
how the nurses helped. I thought Lily 
was very kind, and she looked after 
people very well.  
 
Jack’s Mum 
 
This is truly a beautiful book that 
highlights the contribution of 
women in WWI.  
 
I read this with my 5 year old, who liked 
seeing how Lily helped people. The ending 
was especially lovely and we liked the 
family picture album at the end. It is a 
perfectly pitched picture book about war 
with superb illustrations. 
 

You can follow Jack's mum, Emma on Twitter:@EmmaRadford4 
 
 
Rob Anderson, age 8 
 
The story is about a nurse, Lily, and her friends, Ben and Ray, from when she 
was a child.  
 
Lily makes a big difference to the poorly and injured men during the First 
World War. I think the dog is Flo from ‘Flo of the Somme’. The story is a bit sad, 
especially when Ben gets hurt. I enjoyed this book and finding out more 
about First World War. 
 
 
 



 

Rob’s Mum 
 
A beautifully illustrated and sensitively written picture book about 
First World War.  
 
 
Sophie Constin, age 7 - Redmaids’ High School 
  
I liked this book because of the pictures. My favourite part of the story 
was when Lily was born. She played with her friends outside and then grew up. 
Lily is my favourite character because she helps everyone. 
 
You can follow Redmaids’ High: @redmaidshigh 
 
 
Connie Glover, age 8 
  
This book is good because it shows that even in war there is good. I 
think it was a good book that lots of people would enjoy like I did.  
 
This book is about the First World War and is nice because it ends happily. I 
liked this book because it shows that even in war there is good. I liked how it 
rhymed and I liked the dog because it had been in the other book by these 
authors, ‘Flo of the Somme’, which I read at school. The pictures are really nice 
and the mouse in the pictures was very amusing. In conclusion, I think it was a 
good book that lots of people would enjoy like I did.  
 
 
Catherine Richardson  
 
‘Peace Lily’ is a wonderful addition to the rest in its series by Hilary 
Robinson and Martin Impey. It's beautifully illustrated and I love 
the fact that it's written in rhyme!  
 
I love this series of books and often use them in the classroom with primary 
aged children. They make the subject of WW1 accessible to a younger 
audience and the children love them. 
 
‘Peace Lily’ begins with a quotation from Florence Nightingale and focuses on 
the life of one of the main characters, Lily, who supports the war effort as a 
nurse. Whilst helping the wounded she meets her childhood friend Ben again, so 
the theme of friendship is explored. This is an amazing book to use to also 
explore roles within WW1 and particularly the role of women. It fits beautifully 
with the National Curriculum at KS1 as the lives of significant individuals are 
studied along with changes and events through history. I love the fact that it’s 
written in rhyme as it makes it so accessible to a younger audience. 
 



 

The book is beautifully illustrated which is great for younger children but also 
provides lots of detail to interest older children. The illustrated timeline in the 
back of the book helps to give children a visual understanding of the passing of 
time.   
 
I can’t wait to use this book-it is a must for every school!  
 
 
Abbie Collings, age 5 
 
This book is the story of Lily who wants to be a nurse when she grows up.  She 
goes to be a nurse in the war and she meets her friend from home, Ben.  After 
the war is over there is a happy ending for Ben and Lily. 
 
I liked this story because it had a happy ending and I liked it when she met her 
friend from when she was a child.  Even though Ben was hurt fighting in the 
war. 
 
The pictures are really good to help me imagine what is happening 
and I especially like the pictures at the back that show you what 
happened in the future.   
 
 
Abbie's Mum 
 
This is a lovely picture book that raise's discussion of the themes of 
war and triumph over adversity for quite young children.  The 
pictures are stunning with lots to talk about.  
 
My 5 year old found the concept of people going away to fight in the war 
difficult to understand but she could appreciate that the characters had 
managed to overcome difficulty and injury to find peace and happiness.  A 
fitting tribute to the contribution made by ordinary people in the 
war and the hope that they found afterwards. 
 


