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                           Radio Boy 
              By Christian O’Connell 

 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Emily Golding, age 9 

Bed-wettingly funny; I could not stop 

laughing! For readers wanting to run 

a radio show, do NOT follow Spike's 

path and take a strike on homework 

unless you want to lose your best 

friends!  

I really enjoyed ‘Radio Boy’ as it was 

absolutely awesome (and made me snigger 

too)! This book is similar to ‘Diary Of A 

Wimpy Kid’ as Spike and Greg both feel like 

losers. Both books are funny but I think 

Christian O'Connell is even better than Jeff 

Kinney! Like Greg, Spike gets himself into 

crazy situations. They have hilarious results 

though! This book I've rated 5 star and my 

favourite part was when the trio 

broadcasted the "Secret Shed Show" for the first time.      

 

Zoe Basson, age 9 

This book filled me with laughter from head to toe.  

Mixed with the stress of being a secret radio sensation and wanting to impress 

the girl he likes, Radio Boy has everything. 

It leads you through disaster karate lessons, evil head teachers and 

homework strikes. This book is genius! 

 

Reuben Lunt, age 10 

‘Radio Boy’ was totally amazing.  I think we should all look forward to more 



 

Christian O’Connell.  

The book tells us not to give up on our dreams and that we all have a 

superpower waiting to be discovered. Radio Boy’s superpower is 

being a superstar DJ, or disk jockey. The book made me think about my 

dream to be a You Tuber, and made that seem possible. He made me believe 

in my superpower. 

The characters were brilliantly diverse and unique. My favourite was Sensei 

Terry, who is the postman, neighbourhood watch and karate teacher. He has so 

many different jobs. Every neighbourhood needs a Sensei Terry. 

 

Alexander Bisland age 11 

This book is about a boy called Spike who gets sacked from his favourite job, a 

radio presenter at his local hospital’s radio station, which is also the place 

where his mum works! 

Spike is 11 years old and he is really dejected about losing his job, so he goes to 

see his best friends, Artie and Holly, who make him feel better with some old 

skool music and out of date buns from Artie’s dad’s bakery. 

When Spike gets home, he tells his dad about getting sacked and he gives him 

the idea starting his own online radio station, streaming live from their garden 

shed in the “jungle” but Spike doesn’t want to do this. 

The next day at school, the headmaster launches a new school radio show 

(Merit Radio) and Spike hopes to be the star DJ. However, Spike’s excitement 

about his new role and his desire to impress the love of his life, Katherine 

Hamilton, doesn’t last long because he soon finds out that it is going to be run by 

his enemy, (also the school bully and headmaster’s son) Martin Harris.  

So, Spike follows his dad’s advice and under the name “Radio Boy”, together 

with his two friends Artie, AKA Elvis and Holly, they start their own secret 

radio station in his shed. Using technology, they mask their identities and leave 

everyone guessing who they are! 

Is the radio station a big hit? 

Do they get found out? 

Does he marry the love of his life? 

You have to read the book to find out! I recommend it to 9+ readers who like 

funny stories. I’m sure you’ll recognise the mum and dad in this story because 

they are probably similar to your parents! 



 

I give it 5 stars and hope that Christian O’Connell’s debut novel is a 

2017 bestseller. I’m looking forward to his second book due out later 

next year! 

 

Amina Walid, age 10 

Radio boy is fired from his job so he starts a radio to compete with the 

headmaster’s radio, Merit Radio.  

This book was breath-taking. It is a book I will not forget in a long time (in a 

good way). 

I'm sure people of all ages will enjoy it. When I was reading it I kept 

wanting to read the next chapter. If I had it my way I would have 

been up all night long just reading it. 

This story is about a boy that wants to be a DJ radio person so he goes under 

the name Radio boy so that his over protective mum doesn't find out because if 

she did she'd go ballistic. 

 

Cally Evans, age 10 

Brilliant! I couldn't put it down!  

Spike is your normal 11 year old boy with big dreams, he wants to be a radio 

DJ! But his dreams are shattered when he is fired from the hospital radio after 

only one episode! Join spike as he struggles to make his dreams come true, 

helped by his friends and dad; not really helped by his absolutely crazy Mother 

and really annoying sister. This book was extremely well written and 

easy to read, it was also very funny! I would recommend this book to 

anyone who likes a good laugh and adventure because it is hilarious 

and has a brilliant plot. This book is lots of fun and a really good read.       

   

Alex Hall, age 10 

A book of mischief and cunning.  Spike Hughes desperately wants to 

be a DJ and with the help of his friends, Artie and Holly, The Secret 

Shed Show begins to takes shape. I loved this book.  

Spike Hughes desperately wants to be a DJ and when his only moment of joy 

(An hour long hospital radio station) is ripped from him he feels terrible. While 

Spike was at the stage of being miserable his dad suggests to Spike to start his 

own Radio station he jumps straight up. With the help of his friends, Artie and 



 

Holly, the Secret Shed Show begins to takes Shape. I loved this book and I loved 

the illustrations.  

 

Harsh Budhdeo, age 9 

The author's idea about the radio boy is really good because it shows he is like a 

super hero. The book is based on a very original idea as it’s about a radio 

jockey.  

This book inspires children when they get a setback, to keep trying to make their 

dream come true, no matter what. The author portrayed the father and son 

very well. I like Spike's dad because he had an amazing idea and trusted Spike a 

lot. This book was really good, and I recommend for ages 5 years and above. 

Inspiring! Great book for budding artists - encourages creative minds. 

  

Ross O'Gorman, age 10  

‘Radio Boy’ is a fun-filled page-turner that tells the story of how a 

boy called Spike Hughes revives his dream of becoming a radio 

presenter, using the name Radio Boy.  

When Spike's show on hospital radio is axed, he thinks that is the end of his 

radio presenter dream. His Dad, who gave up on his dream of playing in a band 

when he was young, does not want Spike to give up. He encourages him to set 

up his own radio show, using the garden shed as a studio. They agree though on 

not telling Spike's mother who is hilariously over-protective. With his friends 

Artie and Holly, they quickly set to work getting equipment and are soon ready 

for their first show, Artie is given the job of head of music and general sidekick 

and Holly fills the role of producer. They are in direct competition with the 

school's new radio station, hosted by the principal’s son, Martin Harris. Spike's 

show though, proves to be the pupils favourite and Spike enjoys making fun of 

the principal on air, hidden behind the secret name Radio Boy. Soon though, 

things spiral out of control when Spike calls a homework strike and Spike fears 

he could lose his radio station. I love the cover on this book and the illustrations 

inside. I also thought it was great how Spike, who thought of himself as really 

boring, became so popular. I would definitely recommend it to anyone who 

enjoys a really good laugh and I hope there will be more books to come from 

this author.     

  



 

Romilly Dally-Fitzsimons, age 10  

A really good story about a boy, a secret radio station and the 

problems that he gets into.  Funny! Funny! Funny!  

This is a great book.  I really enjoyed it, it is very funny.  It’s about a boy called 

Spike who get sacked from hospital radio.  With the help of his Dad, his teacher, 

and his friends Artie and Holly he sets up a rival radio station to the school's 

Merit Radio, in his shed, in secret.  Spike gets a bit carried away and causes all 

sorts of problems for himself and the other children and makes the head teacher 

Mr Fish Face Harris really angry.  I loved this book it is so funny 10/10   

 

Harsh Budhdeo, age 9 

The author's idea about the radio boy is really good because it shows he is like a 

super hero. The book is based on a very original idea as it’s about a radio 

jockey. 

This book inspires children when they get a setback, to keep trying to make their 

dream come true, no matter what. 

The author portrayed the father and son very well. I like Spike's dad because he 

had an amazing idea and trusted Spike a lot. 

This book was really good, and I recommend for ages 5 years and above. 

Inspiring! Great book for budding artists - encourages creative 

minds to follow their dream. 

 

Jennifer Wood, age 8  

A great book, very inventive, hope there's a sequel!  

This book is about a boy who starts a secret radio show in a garden shed.  He 

became Radio Boy!  Radio Boy and his friends - Holly and Artie - change the 

way everyone in their school feels and behaves, with some amazing results.   

  

   

 

   


