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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Clíona McKeown-Bittles, age 19 

Neal Shusterman’s writing is both 

brilliant and fascinating as he explores 

the intricate world of the Scythes. I can't 

wait for the next instalment!  

'Scythe' is an exceptionally entertaining read 

from start to finish. Initially I thought that this 

book had a very interesting concept, with 

society having reached its peak - a 'perfect' 

world- the only thing left to tackle is population 

growth and as such professional Scythes as 

they are known are tasked with killing or 

'gleaning' members of this new world.  

Citra and Rowan are taken from their lives to 

be apprentices, to their dismay - neither wants 

to be a killer no matter how necessary it is to the running of everyday society. 

Going through a year in training throws unexpected obstacles at every turn as 

they get to see the good and the bad of the elite organisation behind closed 

doors.  

The dual narrative also allows a distinct understanding and development of 

each character which I really enjoyed. Coping with human emotions in an 

almost inhuman world, facing fears and doing things they never thought 

themselves capable of doing is what makes this book a thoroughly enjoyable 

read and a suspenseful journey from the first page.  

 

 



 

Megan Chambers, age 16 

This book was amazing! The world it is set in was fabulous and I’d 

definitely recommend this book to everyone! I can’t wait for the rest 

of the series! 

I loved the world that it was based in, and how believable it was that our world 

could turn out like it. I also loved the plot line and the idea behind the book. 

Although the entries from the scythes’ journals was slightly confusing at first, it 

really added to the book later on and i really enjoyed reading them. Although 

parts were slightly predictable, the book kept on taking suprising turns up until 

the last page. I’d definitely would recommend this book and can’t wait for the 

series to continue. 

 

Izzy Read, age 17 

‘Scythe’ gave me chills at the thought of a society without death… and how it 

leaves a dramatic power balance waiting to be exploited. "In a world where 

death is no longer an issue, the world’s population be must be controlled in a 

different way. This is why scythes are needed. When Citra and Rowan were 

chosen to become a Scythe’s apprentice, they must learn the art of killing.  

A science fiction novel with an almost fantasy twist, exchanging 

natural death with Grim reaper figures in society. These Scythes must 

glean people to balance the population but while for some this is an unpleasant 

way of life, the danger is if they start to enjoy it… ‘Scythe’ looks at how loss of 

death also causes loss of ambition, passion, art, drive, while building a world 

that is complex and not far off our own. Citra and Rowan and both compelling 

young people that forge their way into a life they do not want but feel morally 

obliged to uphold.   

 

Sophia  

Amazing story, loved reading it and couldn’t put the book down. 

Hope to see more from this author. This is the story about Citra and 

Rowan, who have been chosen to be apprentices. They have to learn how to 

glean (kill) someone, even if they don’t want to. Then one day they learn that 

they must glean each other and only one will survive and become a professional 

scythe. What will they do?  

 



 

Natalie Hunter, age 16 

‘Scythe’ was an amazing book, giving us a look at what a world 

without death would be like and the idea of the Scythes was 

incredibly well thought out and left the reader always wanting to 

learn more.  

The story revolves around Citra and Rowan who become apprentices to a 

Scythe. Scythes are the only people who are allowed to glean a person, killing 

them completely rather than rendering them only 'deadish', so as to manage the 

world's population. The idea of Sycthes was incredibly well thought out, leaving 

the reader always wanting to know more.  I especially liked how every Scythe 

we saw had a different set of morals and beliefs on how to glean 

correctly.Where the story starts as interesting, with us wanting to see how the 

apprentices glean without losing their humanity, it soon becomes an emotional 

rollercoaster for the reader, full of many unexpected twists and turns and a 

great deal more action. I loved the way the book was set out, with a page from a 

Scythe's journal at the start of every chapter giving us an insight into other 

Scythe's thoughts, sometimes before we've even met them. Overall, I loved this 

book and it is something I'd definitely recommend to everyone, but particularly 

sci-fi lovers. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This story is set in the not so distant future and is centered around two main 

characters a girl called Citra and a boy named Rowan. In the future, 

government is no longer needed, something far greater monitors everything 

and runs things smoother then the old ways with politics etc. As everybody is 

living longer it became necessary to have Scythes, people picked to kill others .  .  

Citra and Rowan get picked to become apprentices to these Scythes and then the 

plot really gets juicy! This was an amazing book with terrific world 

building that was very believable, this author has a terrific way of making 

you feel for these characters and while you are reading this present day just 

fades away as you daydream About could any of this happen . So Good !!! I 

recommend to all , especially if you are a dystopian fan.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2018/01/scythe-by-neal-shusterman-

review.html?m=1 

 

 



 

Jennifer Bridgeman, age 12  

Two apprentice reapers (Scythes) have to confront their upbringing when one is 

told to reap(glean)the other. Definitely better for older readers.  

This is a very gripping story of apprentice scythes, two teens who are being 

raised to professionally 'glean' people in order to control the population. 

Rebelling against the orders they are given, one is told to glean the other and 

this is where they have to decide to fight the regime or protect theirselves. 

It is totally enthralling and I was excited to see this is the first in the 

series as I want to see what happened after the book ended. I wanted 

more! 

 

Abbie Bavister, age 15  

Fantastic book, gripping from start to finish with a really 

interesting concept where there is no longer any illness, disease or 

even death unless you are visited by a Scythe.  

In a world where hunger, disease and even death has been conquered the only 

way to die is to be gleaned by a Scythe.   

Two teens are chosen to become apprentice Scythes and soon discover that 

corruption is rife in the Scythe world.  Can the two of them together learn to 

fight it?  I absolutely loved this book from start to finish.  It was a really 

interesting and slightly chilling concept to discover that the only way to die is to 

wait for a knock on the door one day and to find a Scythe waiting for you, you 

could live for hundreds of years or maybe just a few.  It was a real page turner 

and I would recommend this book to everyone.  

 

 


