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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Isabella Campbell, age 11 

This is a gorgeous and moving 
story about a young girl called 
Emmaline who is evacuated to 
Briar Hill Hospital during World 
War Two. Upon her arrival, she 
discovers a magical thing: living 
in the world beyond the mirrors, 
there are winged horses. 

Despite the terrible illness seeping up 
on her and her friend Anna, Emmaline 
remains consistent in her belief of the 
winged horses. As a result, the boys of 
Briar Hill hospital snigger at her and 
make fun. 

One day, in a rage from the boys’ 
teasing, Emmaline ventures past the 
stone wall which Sister Constance has 

forbidden the children to cross. Once in the walled garden, she discovers 
something shocking. From this point on, everything changes and Emmaline is 
thrown into a sinister world of magic on a mission of the utmost importance.  

Can she help the Horse Lord against the strong and relentless forces of 
darkness? And how can the mysterious one-armed man help her in her quest?  

This is a sweet book that brought tears to my eyes. I really enjoyed the simple 
yet immersive tale of friendship and loyalty. Megan Shepherd has created a 
true work of art with her intricate storytelling in this book. In addition, the 
beautiful illustrations create a visual layer to this amazing book that gives it all 
the makings of a classic novel. 

 

 

 



 

Sidney Greenslade, age 12  

A stunningly illustrated and powerful story about imagination, 
adventure, bravery and hope.  

‘The Secret Horse of Briar Hill’ is a beautiful and amazing story about 
Emmaline May who has been evacuated to a hospital during World War Two. 
Emmaline, and every child at the hospital, has “stillwaters”, a disease that clogs 
up the lungs until breathing becomes impossible. 

Emmaline is not permitted beyond the kitchen terrace but there is one spark of 
hope for her in the hospital – winged horses live in the mirrors. No-one else 
seems to be able to see them and, when an injured horse lands in the garden 
behind the hospital, Emmaline finds a letter from the Horse Lord asking her to 
help to protect the winged creature who is being hunted down by the terrifying 
Black Horse. 

Emmaline must try and sneak out to the gardens but everyone in the hospital is 
keeping an eye on her and the still waters are rising in her lungs. Will 
Emmaline fight back? Will she be able to save the winged horse? Or will they 
both die? 

‘The Secret Horses of Briar Hill’ transfixed me. I finished it in a day and found 
the plot both exciting and heart-rending. 

The pencil illustrations seemed to really come to life and are incredibly 
beautiful. 

I loved how everything was so well described and how Emmaline never, ever 
gave up even when tragedy struck the hospital. A brilliant story that made 
every moment I read it exciting. I loved it   

 

Bethany Urquhart, age 10 

The illustrations of the book are fabulous and lifelike with equally 
amazing writing to match. I love the description of foxfire the horse and 
really enjoyed reading it. The story is full of mystery and twists and always sets 
the perfect scene. Although the title could make it sound a stereotypically girls 
only book, boys would probably also enjoy it.    

 

Daniel Harrison, age 10  

This story is about a girl called Emmaline May who is very sick and had to go to 
a hospital in Shropshire called Briarhill. 

It sounds like a true story because it was set in 1944 but the horses in the story 
come from another world.  



 

The best bit of the book was when she met the horse in the garden. This was very 
good because although it was fiction it sounded realistic. 

I think other boys and girls should read the book because it is 
exciting and sad at the same time. It's a really good book. 10 out of 
10! 

   

Brodie Greenslade, age 10  

‘The Secret Horses of Briar Hill’ is an exciting and unusual tale 
about a girl who finds adventure in the unlikeliest of places. 

‘The Secret Horses of Briar Hill’ is an exciting book about a girl called Emmaline 
who sees winged horses in the mirrors of Briar Hill Hospital. One day, 
Emmaline goes out into the grounds (even though she has been repeatedly told 
not to!) and she makes a discovery: a REAL winged horse! 

I very much enjoyed the Secret Horses of Briar Hill. The characters were well 
visualised and the whole book was so gripping I didn't put it down until I had 
read it cover to cover! A book I suggest for all people who like adventures, 
horses and a good story. 

    

Alex Bateman age 11  

This fabulous book includes amazing description as well as superb story detail.  
I loved it and recommend it to people who are 9 or over.  It may seem like a 
girls’ book because of the horse illustrations on the front cover, but actually it is 
a story that everyone can enjoy.  The illustrations are exquisite and I 
personally believe that they are so good that the book will win 
awards for them!  They are so life like and they help draw you in and 
understand the story and the characters.  I seriously believe this book is 
absolutely super. 

 

Daisey Harding, age 10  

‘The Secret Horses of Briar Hill’, is an amazing book about a young girl 
with an illness staying at a hospital, in general this is a must have for all young 
girls.  

Once you start reading and get into it it's hard to put down, it's a page turner. 
The book is about a girl called Emmaline who is fighting an illness called 
Stillwater and is sent to Briar Hill Hospital where other children with the same 
illness are. I won't give away too much so please give this book a read you will 
not be disappointed.  



 

Felicity Wilcox, age 13  

Great and Beautifully realistic illustrations. Likeable main 
character. 

I really liked the cover of the book, it perked my interest. Throughout the book 
the illustrations were really beautiful and realistically good.  The concept of the 

book, was very interesting, I liked the idea of there being another world inside 
mirrors that only some people could see. It was set during the Second World 
War but it didn’t really have much impact on the story.  I really liked the way 

the main character was developed and she was a very likeable character, but I 
would have liked the supporting and minor characters to get more 

development.  It was a bit slow to start, I don’t feel it was necessary to do that 

much scene setting. I would have also liked the mirror world to get more 
development.  The ending is also very open and there was quite a few 

unfinished things.  It would be nice to have a sequel.  I think this book would 

interest people over eight that are interested in horses and/or historical based 
books.    

 

Lauren Evans, age 10  

I loved reading this, I felt as if I was really there with them all. I really got 
engrossed with all of the characters especially Anna. I really enjoyed reading 
this. I found it was one of those books that are hard to put down. I would 
recommend it to most people my age, whist reading it in my spare time in class 
my friend liked it to as she was reading it also over my shoulder. I read it in 
three days. It was a thrilling and moving novel.     
   

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 


