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Khadijah Ahmed 

'Silence is Goldfish' is a classic tale 

about the sensitive yet powerful bond 

between parent and child, and the 

emotional turbulence that comes with 

the complexities of this unique 

relationship.    

Key things that stood out to me were: the 

presence of mutism within the story; how 

Annabel Pitcher (as the author) and Tess (as 

the mute) get around it is remarkable. Tess's 

inner conflict between her natural inclination 

to please her father, and making a stand for 

herself through expressing the anger and 

confusion she feels inside. Her silent 

conversations with an inanimate fish have a 

tendency to be both funny and insightful. 

These were the most interesting aspects of this story, and were gripping enough 

to keep me reading. The prose itself was solid and worth the hours I spent 

reading them. That being said, the plot was not stand-out and nor were the 

characters. I would recommend this book, but I would advise potential readers 

not to expect too much in order to avoid disappointment.  

 

Rosie Thorogood, age 13 

I loved the way this book was written, and loved feeling like I was 

inside the mind of Tess. The book kept me captured throughout. I 

enjoyed going through Tess's story, it was wonderful and emotional.  



 

This book was brilliant to read, the way it was written was so creative and I 

could really see all of Tess's thoughts and emotions. Every decision she made 

and how she got to that decision was shown to the reader, and that was 

something I had never had before when reading a book. The story was 

captivating and emotional, and it was put across in a way that made it seem all 

the more real, you could really imagine Tess as alive, and see how she would 

react in your situation, because throughout the book you got to understand her 

more and more. Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book and will 

recommend it to anyone else who loves to read, and would like to read a book in 

a slightly different way! 

 

Izzy Read, age 15 

 ‘Silence is Goldfish’ is a touching journey of grief and finding your place in the 

world along the way. Annabel Pitcher is a genius with metaphors, making her 

writing poetry like to read but somehow it was funny simultaneously. Like her 

other books, it has a distinct style, pumped full of emotion and thought 

that portrays real life to the T. 

www.fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com 

 

Edel Waugh 

When Tess Turner unexpectedly comes across really important information 

about her life one day by accident on someone's computer it completely alters 

how she sees those around her and herself. This was often heart breaking to 

read how much effect what Tess found out had on her mental health and then 

the coping strategies she used to care for herself in the aftermath, almost with 

childlike innocence. I think the importance of being open with children 

stood out in the story. It really was a book that stays with you after 

you finish reading it. Terrific! 

 

Lucie Harrison 

I loved reading Silence is Goldfish because it was completely unique and like 

nothing I had ever read before. The plot was intriguing and the characters were 

complicated and unpredictable; I would recommend this book to older readers 

because it was quite emotional in places. I thought this book also shows what 

bullying can be like and the effect it has on people.  

http://www.fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com/


 

I really enjoyed reading Silence is Goldfish because it had an 

interesting plot and unique characters who were also quite 

unpredictable. I would recommend it to older readers. 

 

Humaira Kauser, age 18 

Annabel Pitcher is one of my favourite authors and I would gladly 

read anything she writes!  

I've always been a fan of Annabel Pitchers'. Ever since I read ‘My Sister Lives on 

the Mantle-piece’, her writing has gripped me. I will always recommend 

Annabel Pitcher and her books! Although ‘Silence is Goldfish’ was brilliant and 

had a great prose, for me it wasn't the best. But it was still good, highly 

engaging and hard to put down. 

Follow Humaira on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/ 

 

Maddy Faulkner 

This novel is both thought provoking and hilarious. Tess is an 

outstanding example of a central character- kind and thoughtful, yet 

strong and powerful in every sense. 10/10.  

Everything changes for Tess Turner when she discovered a vital family secret. 

With her whole world changing, and seemingly endowed on a lie, Tess becomes 

a selective mute as a form of rebellion-her reaction to the devastating news 

about her family. She begins talking to a torch shaped like a goldfish as a form 

of escape, treating ‘him’ as friend. While Tess keeps herself to herself, the outside 

world begins to turn on Tess. I’ve read some of Annabel Pitchers other books 

and again in this one she covers such critical issues such as belonging, bullying 

and family affairs. Personally addressing these issues alone is enough for me in 

a novel, but Annabel Pitcher adds to this by adding the fresh concept of selective 

mutism, which changed the dynamics of the story. Strong in plot line and 

originality, I really enjoyed this book by Annabel Pitcher, and am keen to read 

more of her YA novels. 

 

Sophie Bridges, age 13  

I think Silence is Goldfish By Annabel Pitcher is good book. If I was to 
say something about it, I would say that the story line is quite confusing.  



 

I think Silence is Goldfish By Annabel Pitcher is good book. If I was to say 
something about it, I would say that the story line is quite confusing especially 
at the start when you’re just starting to meet the different characters. Another 
thing both the title and the cover design don't grab your attention and if this 
was on a shelf in a book shop this wouldn’t grab my attention.  

 

Celeste Phelan, age 14  

An intense read about the delicate yet strong relationship between parent and 
child. Tess Turner's world is turned upside down when she discovers an 
important secret. As her life comes to a stand still she becomes a selective mute 
as a form of rebellion against all the pain she has suffered. Although, Tess tries 
to isolate herself from others, the people around her begin to turn against her. 
As a resort to channel her pain, Tess talks and forms a 'bond' with a plastic fish 
torch. But as problems continue forming instead of going away as Tess planned, 
she must face the truth and speak out. 

I have read a few Annabel Pitcher novels before and I know that they generally 
revolve around family issues. However I found the plot of 'Silence Is 
Goldfish' confusing and hard to follow also I didn't really connect 
with Tess enough to understand her as a character.  

 

Felicity Kerswell     

This is not normally a book I would pick up in a shop but I was 
hooked by the first sentence. The way the author wrote was 
fabulous, it felt like you were the character and you knew the surroundings. 
This book made me laugh, shout and most of all cry, it is very rare to see me cry 
about something in a book but this just played on the heartstrings This book is 
amazing in every way even when it is sad there is still hope. The book has it all 
from love to drama to secrets, I sometime got lost on the plot with what was 
happening with her, but overall it was a very good book.  I would definitely 
recommend this book it was one of my favourite reviews to do!  This book was 
amazing, Tess is very individual and stands out, a Pluto the book says, because 
she is silent. The book has an unusual story but it all makes sense in the end. The 
way the author writes is magical and free. I hope I can read the authors other 
books as this one was epic. I loved this book and I hope you do too!  

 

 

 

 

 


