
 

     Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

                             Swashbuckle Lil 
                    and the Jewel Thief 
                                   by Elli Woollard 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Edith Andrews, age 4  

Lovely, brave, empowering role 

model for young children. Lil is 

great fun. The stories are brilliant 

with just the right mix of hilarity, 

chaos and frights with Captain 

Stinkbeard. 

Firstly, I would like to say how much I 

enjoyed reading this book to my 

daughter. What an empowering, fun 

character for girls.  

Lil is a little girl who is also a pirate. 

Together with her trusty parrot, Carrot 

she protects her friends and miserable 

teacher from the smelly Captain 

Stinkbeard. Is she really a pirate or is she 

imagining it? Does it even matter??? My 

4 year old loved these stories. She liked the fact that they were like 'adult books.' 

I think she means the chapters and the black and white drawings. On that note, 

Laura Ellen Anderson's illustrations jump out of the page with their energy. We 

particularly liked spotting the grotty creatures in Stinkbeard's beard. 

Elli's rhymes are brilliant. They keep the story moving at a pace and also kept 

my daughter's interest.  

To conclude, these are lovely books. Recommended for 5+ but my 4 year old 

loves them. I will definitely buy for friends. 

You can follow Edith's mum, Ella on Twitter: @elllamkp  



 

Ruby Laverty, age 7 

I read this book in one go and I loved it. It's a good and exciting book 

for anyone who likes adventure stories. 

My favourite part was when Lil put on a disguise and pretended to be a statue 

so she could catch the pirate (the jewel thief). 

I'd like to read more books about Lil. 

 

Mummy and Eleanor, age 4 

My four year old is just progressing to 'big girl books' and we've read a few but 

it's quite hard to find a book that has more depth but still keeps her captivated. 

We're new to ‘Swashbuckle Lil’ but I have to say that both of us enjoyed this 

book. There's two stories in one and the stories are short enough that you can 

actually read one before bed rather than a few chapters. There's plenty of 

pictures to keep them interested and it also rhymes which personally I think is 

great when you are your reading a 'bigger' book because I find little people are 

much more interested when it rhymes and flows and you can have a bit more 

fun with it when reading to them.  

So Swashbuckle Lil is a little girl who sees things that the other children don't, 

for example Stinkbeard the pirate, and sets out on her own mini adventures to 

save the day. This basically involves her being a bit naughty and getting into 

quite a bit of trouble.  

Eleanor's thoughts on the story were 'I really like Stinkbeard because he's 

bald and has a really stinky beard and there are spiders living in it 

and he looks like my dad. And I really like Lil's parrot because he's called 

Carrot and that rhymes and it's funny. Lil is naughty and she ties up her 

headteacher by accident. If I did that my teacher would be really cross!' 

So yes. If you’re looking for a new book to read with your child and 

you’re looking for a bit more this book is a really good place to start. 

We give it a big thumbs up! 

 

Joshua Bertenshaw, age 4 

Two delightfully funny rhyming stories about Swashbuckle Lil and 

her thwarting of evil pirate Stinkbeard's plans. 

We loved these two stories about Swashbuckle Lil and her piratey adventures! 

They were both full of excitement, adventure, and mean grownups not believing 



 

our heroine, which is everything that I remember enjoying in my books as a 

child, and exactly what Josh is beginning to love at the moment! 

They're delightfully illustrated in black and white throughout by Laura Ellen 

Anderson, with some particularly mean expressions on evil pirate Stinkbeard's 

face, and both filled with the type of humour that young children adore, like bad 

guys getting trapped in washing lines of underwear or tripping over tied-

together shoe laces. 

It's also very impressive to keep the rhyming going for so long throughout both 

stories! A very nice progression up from our usual picture books to something 

more resembling chapter books. 

  


