
 

     Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 
       The Covers of my Book Are Too Far Apart                      
                          (and other grumbles)  
                       by Vivian French; Nigel Baines 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amatullah Khatun, age 7  

What a brilliant title! You know it's going to be a fun book.   

We weren't sure what to expect from this book but were pleasantly surprised. 

This comic-like book investigates things kids (and I suspect some adults) 

complain about reading, i.e. Reading is hard, boring, I don't have enough time.  

It's very colourful and the illustrator, Nigel Baines has included all 

types of people from less-abled children to girls wearing hijab. For 

once Amatullah could say someone looks like her mum in the book.  

She read it easily and more than once.  

 

Christopher, Alessandro & Timotei, age 9 - Whitemoor Academy  

You're never too busy to read....this book tells you why.  

Get ready for the ride of your life (or should I say read of your life). 

This book is the latest picture book by Vivian French. 'I don't have time to read' 

'I'm too busy to read!' This book is written to make you read more books and 

stop making excuses.  



 

 

Aimee Whitemoor, age 9 - Whitemoor Academy  

Reading is fun! 

This book is about reading for everyone no matter if you're small or 

big you can still learn to read.   

You can follow Whitemoor Academy on Twitter: @Whitemoorschool  

 

Ollie Hopwood and Toby Hopwood, age 7 and 5 

This is a bright, wittily written and engagingly illustrated picture 

book.  It would appeal to both young emergent readers and slightly older 

primary aged children, who may have decided that reading isn’t for them.   

I felt that the Author has really got to the heart of the various reasons children 

catch the idea that they don’t like to read.  On each two-page spread there is a 

different ‘grumble’ such as “I can’t find a book I like”, followed by a diverse 

range of characters from an Anteater to a Superhero making useful comments 

and suggestions.  The analogy that learning to read is like learning to 

ride a bike caused a lightbulb moment in both my children (aged 5 and 

7). 

The Illustrator has delivered colourful images which support the reader in 

understanding the text, whether it is being read to them or they are reading it 

for themselves.  Many picture books are actually produced in a way that makes 

them very difficult to read, but I was impressed that Picture Squirrels have 

broken the mould and employed a dyslexia friendly font on a pale tinted 

background which immensely improves legibility. 

Representation is very obviously an important issue in this book, with anti-

stereotypical images throughout, and people pointing out that there are hardly 

any characters in books that look like them.  While this could feel a bit heavy 

handed, it is an important issue to acknowledge and the humour in the book 

lightens it. 
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