
 

 

     

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

To the Edge of the World 
by Julia Green 

 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

 
Lucy Collings, age 7 
 
This is a great adventure story 
with a bit of danger to it.  If you 
want to be an explorer and go on 
an adventure then this is the book 
for you!  
 
I really like adventure books and so 
I loved this story. It was a little bit 
like a mystery story too because 
you were guessing what was going 
to happen.  I liked all the 
descriptions of the place and the 
island and the wildlife there. Mum 
read it aloud to me but I think I 
could have read most of it myself 
just some of the names of the places 
were a bit tricky because it is set in 
Scotland and some of the bits about 
boats were difficult to understand. 
 
A great adventure book with a 
bit of danger in it and we 
loved Django the dog. I want 

to be an explorer so if you do too then this is the book for you! 
 
 
Cecilia Barth von Wehrenalp, age 9  
 
Two kids go on an adventure but find that by running away, they 
run into trouble. This is a book about two children going on an adventure 
across the ocean to the island of St Kilda.  Jamie, 9, and Mara, 14, are new 
friends: Jamie has just moved to the island and Mara is a bit of a loner - always 
out on her boat ‘Stardust’ with her dog Django.  It is the summer holidays and 



 

 

Mara is dreading school - she has never been but the authorities say she must 
now or her Mum will be taken to court.  So, she runs away and Jamie tries to 
stop her but instead is caught up in the escape.  They meant to sail to a nearby 
harbour but the tide pushes them past and out into the Atlantic and onwards to 
St Kilda.  The island is empty, desolate but for the sea birds and they know they 
can't survive for long.  So they have to brave the journey home again.   
 
It is exciting, funny at the start, intense and for Jamie, scary. 
 
Mara is determined to get away and shows great courage and independence.  I 
would never want to go that far out to sea on my own. 
 
  
Toby Little, age 10   
 
‘To the Edge of the World’ is now my favourite book. You can 
understand the book perfectly, even if it’s talking about things you have never 
heard about. And if you don’t like adventure stories, just have a go at reading it 
– it’s just sensational.  
 
Jamie’s family moved when Jamie didn’t like his school, but his Dad couldn’t 
find work, so now he lives apart from the rest of the family. The next part of the 
story is my favourite part: Jamie goes onto the beach as he usually does. He 
always thinks he is the first person on the beach. But this time, he sees 
footsteps…following them leads him to Mara, her boat, and one big adventure. 
 
The language was so descriptive, I felt I was right there on the boat. 
Nothing will top this book (but this is only my perspective – read it 
yourself!). 
 
www.fantasticbooksandwheretofindthem.fun 
 
 
Seren Daly, age 11  
 
‘To the Edge of the World’ is about never giving up and believing in 
yourself. It is a beautiful book and I couldn’t put it down. 
 
‘To the Edge of the World’ is about a boy called Jamie. He lives with his Mum, 
his sister and their dad lives on the mainland. One day Jamie befriends the 
strange girl, Mara, who is a fantastic sailor and a keen boat woman. She has 
lots of secrets and Jamie soon becomes close friends with her, but one day, at 
the summer fair, disaster strikes. This book is about never giving in and always 
believing in yourself. Jamie’s grandpa plays a key point in the story as he is a 
great influence on Jamie. I loved how the intricate threads of the world created 
were fitted together to create a magical world. The magic of the story is 
beautiful. I recommend it strongly to age 9+ as it has the right intricate detail 



 

 

for that age. I loved this book and hope others do too. 
 
 
Issie Ford, age 10 ½   
 
Bound across the ocean in Stardust, Mara’s faithful boat, along with Jamie and 
D’jango, Mara’s loyal border-terrier. And always remember to help those who 
need it.  
 
The story takes us on a journey through battling waves to an island 
shrouded in mystery. Will our characters make it, or will they drown in the 
icy seas? This book is very descriptive - you can really feel the wind 
and waves smashing into you.  
 
I liked the character Mara best. She is wild like the sea and probably better 
suited to a remote island with only her dad to keep her company. She is harsh to 
Jamie at first until she realises friends can help you through the toughest times. 
 
 
Amy Rouse, age 9 - YLolfa Gcg Library  
 
An outstanding story of overcoming fear through adventure and 
friendship.  I like this book because it shows people that are different 
can still be friends.  
 
A story of two very different people living in Scotland by the sea. A very 
descriptive tale with happiness fear and exploration. It leads the reader to want 
to know more about the story. The descriptive writing lets the reader imagine 
they are there. The main characters slowly become friends by bonding over the 
sea. It shows the reader that if Jamie can get over her fear of the sea the reader 
can get over whatever frightens them.  
 
The characters are very believable. The book is suitable for children age 9 and 
above. The book is good for both girls and boys but some boys might be put off 
because both the main characters are girls. It is an adventurous book with 
islands to explore by sail boat. I would like to read more books from this author 
as this book is very descriptive and exciting. I also like that you mention Django 
in the book sometimes but not too often because then it might sound more like a 
book based on a dog.  
 
You can follow YLolfa Gcg Library on Twitter:@Ylolfagcg  
 
 
Florence Kent, age 11 - West Buckland School  
 
To The Edge of the World is an inspiring, heart-warming, beautifully 
written and wonderfully descriptive tale.  



 

 

 
It's wonderfully descriptive making you feel like Jamie. It has inspired me, and 
will continue to inspire others.  
 
 
Zoe Basson, age 10  
 
This story made me want to go on an adventure.  
 
I followed Jamie and Mara breathlessly as they journeyed across land and sea. 
I loved the descriptions in this book, it was beautiful and vivid. I loved 
how this book both informs and interests you. But I loved the ending most of all. 
Overall it was very intriguing.  
 
 
Sue Wilsher 
  
Living on a tiny island, miles from anywhere, might not be everyone's idea of 
heaven, but for Jamie, it offers a new start, a different way of life away from the 
mainland, the school and the bullies that had made him miserable.  
Here, he meets Mara, a strange, wild girl, who seems completely fearless. She is 
determined to sail her boat, 'Stardust' to St Kilda, an island at the edge of the 
world and Jamie gets caught up in her adventure. 
 
Beautifully written, 'To the Edge of the World' richly describes the natural 
world, enveloping the reader in the sights and sounds of these remote, unsullied 
islands and the perils of the untamed sea. The close relationship of people living 
here with nature and their respect for and understanding of it are cleverly 
woven into the story. Jamie's pride in the traditions of his family and their 
feeling of belonging to the island add to the strong sense of just how special this 
area is.  
 
As well as being a great adventure, the story is also one of friendship and 
courage. Jamie overcomes many of his fears- that of swimming, of the wild sea, 
of being different- through his friendship with Mara, who seemingly fearless, 
has her own problems to deal with. Her devotion to her dog is particularly 
heart-warming.  
 
'To the Edge of the World' is a great adventure story with strong 
characters and vivid description. 
 
 
Aoibhe Churcher, age 12  
 
Excellent book! Fills the reader with thrill! One of those books you 
just can't put down!!! I would recommend this book to all children around 
the age of 9 and 13. 



 

 

 
To The Edge of the World is a tale of friendship, bravery and courage. Every 
page is exciting and excellent!!! Jamie and Mara are brilliant characters!  
 
 
Rosie Watch  
 
What a beautifully descriptive book, so evocative of the remote 
islands in which it is set. Julia Green writes with an obvious love of 
the sea and the west coast of Scotland. She should write for a travel 
brochure too!   
 
I loved the uncomplicated relationship between Jamie and Mara and the easy 
and developing friendship that develops between the two of them. It is the 
simplicity of the story that is so appealing. I loved the contrasts between town 
and country, particularly the line 'there was a whole stream of cars, at least 5' 
and the difference between the easy days on the beach and the dramatic 
adventure to St Kilda. I was however, surprised by the ending to the story and 
the speed with which things changed. 
 
 
Punam Shah, age 11 
  
‘To the Edge of the World’ is all about nerve and friendship. On a small island 
far out at sea, a boy befriends an extra-ordinary girl who has a passion for 
sailing. She has never confided in anyone before Jamie came along. Now, as I 
said, she loves sailing however, sailing through a reef with no adult is pretty 
dangerous. When Mara sets out to fill the hole in her heart with what she loves, 
she has no chance of doing it on her own. Will Jamie try and stop her or 
accompany her on this dangerous journey?  Mara, a brave and passionate girl, 
has had a terrible past. She was all alone until Jamie became a part of her life. 
Jamie, who had a fear for pretty much everything, was changed by Mara’s 
compassion for the sea.  
 
A marvellous and fulfilling tale about the sea and friendship. A 
thrilling adventure as Mara and Jamie fight the ocean to reach a long lost 
island, St Kilda. This book is told through the eyes of a boy who was afraid of 
the ocean but learnt and grew more confident: all he had to do was believe in 
himself. It’s as if you are with them on the voyage and feeling their friendship 
and suffering. Although it’s a great adventure, I have read more gripping books 
about the sea, however this is still a tale to be told and passed on…   
 
 
Amina Hassan 
  
An amazing book by Julia green. It was everything a book needs, 
adventure, suspense, amazing front cover, amazing title , 



 

 

courageous characters and an amazing story line and this book had 
all of it.  
 
This is a lovely interesting adventurous suspenseful book. I love that it had two 
parts so that it broke the book down. I liked that Jamie got over his fear of the 
water and that he made friends with Mara even though she seemed weird and 
different compared to other children he had met. I liked that they came 
connected more to the outside world rather than being inside. Overall this was 
an outstanding amazingly written and amazing cover and title. I will be sure to 
look out for more of her books.          
        
 
 
 
 
 
  


