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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Celeste Phelan, age 15 

A fantastic novel with gripping plot 

twists. A perfect sequel to ‘Rebel of 

the Sands’.  

Amani also known as the 'blue eyed 

bandit' is a member of the rebellion and 

her loyalty to Prince Ahmed was 

undeniable but after the rebel camp is 

attacked by the Sultans soldiers, Amani 

and the other rebels are forced to flee. In 

a sudden turn of events Amani is handed 

to the Sultan's Harem by her cruel Auntie, 

for her demdji talents. Suddenly thrown 

into a world of the unknown, Amani 

confronts jealous wives and has to find a 

way to escape. But with no plan 

everything could go wrong.... 

Amani is a very headstrong and independent character although her rocky 

relationship with her love interest Jin takes it tole. Her demdji ability to move 

sand and her quick thinking skills are her key weapons. 

I would definitely recommend this book to readers 11+ as it is an amazing and 

gripping novel. However, I recommend reading the first novel 'Rebel of the 

Sands' first so you understand the story. Both novels are two of the best books I 

have ever read. 

 

Olivia Tierney, age 19  

I cannot overstate how much I enjoyed ‘Traitor to the Throne’. It's 

magical full of intrigue and stellar world building. Read this next, 



 

you really won't disappointed. 

‘Traitor to the Throne’ picks up almost a year after Amani joined The Rebel 

Prince's movement. In that time both her powers and reputation have growth 

enormously throughout the desert, but her efforts towards the Rebellion are 

cruelly stopped when she is sold into the Sultan's harem. In such a dangerous 

place, will Amani survive and escape with both her life and rebel convictions? 

I jumped at the chance to delve deeper into Alwyn Hamilton's world and now I 

can't wait for the next instalment! My favourite thing about this series is 

without a doubt the world building. It's outstanding, the magic and the 

mythology are fascinating and ‘Traitor to the Throne’ reveals more myths and 

legends, which I loved reading about. There are also new characters introduced 

to the rebellious cause, meanwhile the different sides to the existing characters 

are explored, and both elements really added depth to the story. The significant 

different from its predecessor is the complex and nail biting plot: it's incredibly 

well developed and flows fantastically. There are twists, turns and the glimmer 

of revolution grows into definite possibility and all-out war. It's an exciting and 

mesmerising read, definitely a series to follow!  

www.oliviaspaperadventures.wordpress.com 

  

Izzy Read, age 16  

It is exhilarating, addictive and a completely thrilling read! WOW, 

I’ve been waiting for this sequel and it did not disappoint!!  

Traitor to the throne takes us further into Amani’s world of magic and 

mechanics set in the east, while pulling us deeper into Prince Ahmed’s 

rebellion… It is exhilarating, addictive and a completely thrilling read! Gods, 

Sultans and rebellions collide, causing you to question which side is truly the 

right one (I am loyal to Ahmed).  

I am in love with Alwyn Hamilton’s world and with it ending in me in tears 

again, I need the next book now!!  

www.fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com  

  

Humaira, age 18  

I loved seeing the characters from the previous book and seeing 

them develop was done exceptionally well.  

‘Traitor to the Throne’ has been my most anticipated novel ever since I got the 



 

chance to read and review an early copy of Rebel of The Sands. That being said 

I felt a little lost when I first began reading- it has been over a year since I read 

the first book and I was a little foggy of what had happened. But once I got into 

it, it was great. I loved seeing the characters from the previous book and seeing 

them develop was done exceptionally well. I have high hopes for this trilogy. 

    

Lauren Coffman, age 16   

Set one year after ‘Rebel of the Sands’ we re-join Amani and the rebellion she is 

a key part of in Saramotai, one of very few free cities in the war between the 

Rebel Prince and the ruling Sultan. Here we catch up with an expanding 

rebellion as they try to save one of their own who is locked up in Saramotai and 

continue their quest to put the Rebel Prince on the throne, with Amani, equipped 

with growing power and reputation, at the heart of it. However when Amani is 

captured and ends up a prisoner in the Sultan’s harem it finally seems as if the 

Blue-Eyed Bandit has come unstuck. If she has any chance of escaping and re-

joining the Rebel’s fight, Amani must forget her new life as a Demji and 

reacquaint herself with the desert girl she once was, surrounded by old enemies 

and new friends, and focus on making it out alive. 

The 2nd in a trilogy, ‘Traitor to the Throne’ is every bit as thrilling and 

captivating as the first. As we continue on this journey with Amani and others 

in the rebellion, our love and compassion for them grows, helped by a beautiful, 

tear-jerking and shocking storyline. The plot twists are frequent and 

beyond anything I could have imagined, making for a wonderfully 

unpredictable and unforeseen story that will surely satisfy even the 

wildest of imaginations, and I guarantee that this book will leave you 

feeling the full range of emotions- I laughed, I cried, I was shocked, scared and 

angry, all in one book. Hamilton’s writing has created a world so detailed and 

vivid that it can be confusing at times, but this does not detract from the beauty 

and magic of it all, you just may have to re-read a page once in a while. 

I could not recommend ‘Traitor to the Throne’ and its predecessor ‘Rebel of the 

Sands’ highly enough, it was a wonderfully thrilling story that I just couldn’t put 

down. Bring on the third one!   

 

 


