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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Amatullah Khatun, age 6  

What a delightful book!  We 

really enjoyed reading this little 

gem. It had us in giggles.  We loved 

reading all about the silly things 

Magda gets up to (but poor Bella gets 

the blame for).  An easy to read chapter 

book for confident readers.  

Amatullah enjoyed reading this book 

by herself. "I found the story very 

interesting." 

 The lovely illustrations brought the 

story to life. It was nice to see 

multicultural characters in this 

new book. We're looking forward to 

reading the next one! 

   

Connie Glover, age 7  

This book is funny and Magda is the best character. It's one of my 

favourite books now.  

This book was brilliant and funny. My favourite character was Magda because 

she gets into trouble even though she doesn't mean to. I think I am like that 

sometimes.  I didn't like the look of the book when it arrived as I didn't like the 

cover. I read the first two pages and thought it looked boring but after reading 

more I found it was really great. I love where Bella falls through the floor that 

was really funny. This is now my second favourite book ever.  

 



 

Sam Briggs, age 7  

I really like ‘Trouble Next Door’ because it's funny, spooky, exciting 

and 'wicked'.  

The book is about three children and one gets the blame for everything. The 

funniest bit is when Magda tried to look like a ghost but didn't. I would 

recommend this book to all my friends.   

  

Becca Urquehart, age 7  

What did you like best?  

There is adventure in the book and they always have a way out of 

their problems.  

Who is your favourite character?  

Babcia because she is very funny and she has lots of cleaning up things on her 

belt!  

What about the pictures?  

They were good but they are scruffy! (The illustrations are in a similar vein to 

Quentin Blake)  

Who would enjoy the book?  

Both boys and girls would enjoy it from y2 up. 

What was your favourite bit?  

When they eat all the biscuits! 

 

Diya Budhdeo, age 7  

Teaches children not to lie, and this book shows what happens in 

everyday life....really good read.  

I liked this book, and I also didn’t like this book. It’s because Magda lies, and is 

always getting her neighbour Bella into trouble. Bella‘s Mum thinks Bella is 

doing all the wrong things, but it’s actually Magda. 

The author has done a very good job on Bella’s character. I like that as Bella is 

still very well behaved even though she is getting the blame for things she hasn’t 

done. 

Magda is a good, all she needs to do is stop lying. 



 

It’s a good book, and teaches us not to lie.  

 

Huxley Glen, age 6  

This was a very funny book to read with the characters having lots 

of adventures. The pictures made the story easy to follow.   

This is such a fun well written book, it was very easy to read and I enjoyed it 

very much. The illustrations added to the story. The way it was written made 

you feel like you were going on an adventure with the characters. I look 

forward to reading other books in this series.   

 

Rob Anderson, age 7  

A gentle, humorous book for early readers.  

It is a great chapter book for young readers. The language is quite simplistic. 

My son mostly likes adventure stories and books written by Roald Dahl and 

Andy Stanton (Mr Gum). To this extent, ‘Trouble Next Door’ was not 

particularly a hit with him. It has quite a slow paced plot compared to what he 

normally reads and has little ‘action’ in it. It is more about friendships than 

anything. Quite a gentle read by all accounts. 

My son’s thoughts: ‘It was okay. The best bit was at the end when they go into 

the attic and think there is a ghost. It was funny when Bella fell through the 

ceiling.’"  

  

James McNichol, age 6 

This little book sparked a lot of discussion in our house.  We liked this 

book but we didn't love it.   

What it was great for was sparking a discussion about how to behave when you 

are with your friends who are not behaving as they should. 

 

Charlie Dunn, age 9 

My brother and I liked this story - it's about playing together and 

having fun! I read this book to my brother who is six years old as I 

thought he might like it too. Bella and her younger brother Sid, move into 

an old house and make friends with the girl living next door. The girl is called 



 

Magda and she is the trouble referred to in the title. It is a really easy to read 

story, probably aimed at 6-9 year olds, simply about three friends playing 

together and having lots of fun: climbing trees, dressing up and hunting for 

ghosts.  

It was also different to anything else my brother has in his bookshelves and he 

liked it for that reason too. 

 

Agnes Daniels, age 6  

What a fun book! I loved hearing about Magda and Bella. Magda 

was definitely my favourite, she's REALLY naughty!  

I'm glad that Magda is not my frenemy though. I have read this book twice 

already and I will definitely read it again. I laughed a lot. 

 


