
 

  

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

The Burning Maze 

by Rick Riordan 

 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 

members. 

 

Charlotte Cassidy, age 13 

 

The Trials of Apollo: The 

Burning Maze is a fantastic 

book that is full of twists and 

turns all the way through, and 

it grabs you at every moment. 

I loved it! 

 

The Trials of Apollo: the Burning 

maze is a brilliant third edition to 

the Trials of Apollo series. It is a 

fantastic book that is full of twists 

and turns all the way through, and 

it grabs you at every moment. When 

Apollo, Meg and Grover, their satyr 

guide, have to find the final emperor 

in the triumvirate and free the next 

oracle, they are faced with a much 

bigger problem. After being 

stripped of his powers and good 

looks, and enslaved to a mortal 

teenager, things can’t get much 

worse for Apollo, can they? Will 

they make it out alive, or will Apollo 

die as a pathetic mortal teenager? I love the character of Apollo in this, as he is 

relatable, and  it is easy to feel sympathetic for him, as he is experiencing what 

it is to be fully human. I would recommend this book to any Rick Riordan fans, 

or anyone over 10 who loves adventure or fantasy stories. I loved this book as it 

leaves you wanting to know more, and I can’t wait for the next book in the 

series! 

 

 

 



 

Alex Hall, age 12 

 

In this book Apollo must face his last trial and stop the evil Roman 

Emperor Caligula from stripping him from his godly powers & 

becoming the new god of the sun. This book was a great read! 

 

Apollo used to be a God of the Sun (amongst other things). This was before his 

father Zeus cast him down from Olympus. Wrongly blamed for the start of the 

2nd giants war, Apollo has to complete three grueling trials. In this book Apollo 

must face his last trial and stop the evil Roman Emperor Caligula from 

stripping him from his godly powers and becoming the new god of the sun. I 

love Rick Riordans books and as soon as this book arrived I dived straight into 

it and enjoyed it all the way through. It was a huge disappointment when it 

ended!  

 

 

Isaac East, age 12 

 

Trials of Apollo - The Burning Maze has got to be one of my favourite 

books by Rick Riordan (he’s written loads). it is magic and mythology 

entwined with a thrilling plot and amazing characters. 

 

This is the third in the series so I would recommend you to read the others to 

first as a lot of the story will not make sense if you haven’t. If you are reading 

this trilogy it does help to have read the other Greek/Roman books by Rick 

Riordan because it is set after the Heroes of Olympus series. 

  

 Trials of Apollo - The Burning Maze has got to be one of my favourite books by 

Rick Riordan (he’s written loads). It is magic and mythology entwined with a 

thrilling plot and amazing characters. It is set in America on the west coast 

where Apollo and Meg attempt to shut down the third Roman Emperor who has 

come back from the dead. As this mismatched pair race across the country to 

stop the third Roman Emperor they have unlikely encounters and funny 

experiences. It is written from the God’s perspective and there are some funny 

moments in this book. The book is written with simple vocabulary and all Greek 

words can be found in the glossary. 

  

 I would recommend this book for a reader who wants an easy read and who 

likes magic and other. The Trials of Apollo will suit ages 7-11 and anyone who 

wants adventure, magic and pockets of humor here and there. 

 

 

Punam Shah, age 11 

 

Wow. One word to describe this book . Even though I haven’t read all the 

 



 

Percy Jackson books I loved this. At the beginning I thought I wouldn’t 

understand it as I hadn’t read the whole series, but when I read the first chapter 

I understood what was going on. The description was amazing and I loved 

every word of it. 

When the Greek god Apollo gets hurtled down to earth he takes on the form as a 

mortal teenager Lester. When his father (Zeus) strips him from his godly 

powers Apollo has to fight roman emperors, robots, strange creatures and more 

with the help from a demigod Meg. The only way to regain his godliness is to 

free an Oracle from the Burning Maze, defeat a savage emperor, and try not to 

die along the way. With help from a few friends Apollo carries on his deadly 

adventure to Olympus where he once ruled.  

Apollo: once a god who ruled music and poetry, is now a weak teenager with 

the name Lester Papadopoulos and no godly powers. He is brave and cunning 

which could give him the upper hand on going home. Go on the adventure with 

him and see what magical things happen in the land of the gods… 

 

 

Alexander Bisland, age 12 

 

Apollo was once a Greek God. You might have heard of him! But now, he has 

been cast down by Zeus, his father and has become a mortal human. In this 

book, he has to free the third oracle and defeat the most bloodthirsty Roman 

Emperor with no powers! 

 

Can Apollo survive? 

 

Does Apollo make new friends? 

 

Can Apollo defeat the Roman Emperor? 

 

You will have to read the book to find out as I’m not giving any spoilers! 

 

I recommend this book to 10+ readers as it is quite long. Make sure you read the 

first two books first. 

 

I give it 11/10 and will definitely read the rest of this series.  I couldn't put this 

book down as it was so good!  I can’t believe I have to wait so long for the 

next one to be released! 

http://www.bisland.co.uk/ 

 

 

Libby Bridgeman, age 10 

 

This book is amazing! it's  about Apollo, Meg and Grover entering a 

burning maze to retrieve an oracle. I rate it 5 stars. it's a funny book, 

 

http://www.bisland.co.uk/


 

I enjoyed reading it. 

 

This book is amazing! it's about a teenager god called Apollo, who's dad is Zeus, 

gets his powers taken off of him and he is sent to live in the human world. In this 

book, his friends Meg (daughter of Nero) And Grover (friend of Percy Jackson 

and a satyr) travel into a burning maze, to recover an oracle and to stop 

Caligula. This is a funny and adventurous book. I give it 5/5 stars, and The age 

limit is 11+. My favourite scene was at the beginning, when the three where in 

the maze, and a bunch of killer birds are chasing the 3, and Apollo is attached to 

the back of Grover because he is paralysed, and Meg throws Strawberry seeds, 

and they instantly create an unbreakable strawberry barrier so they can get to 

the top of the Tunnel.  

rachelreadit.co.uk 

 

 

Emily Golding, age 11 

This book is AWESOME!!! No, really, it's the best thing since Percy Jackson! It is 

actually set in the same time as the Percy Jackson books are set. I have never 

actually read any Rick Riordan books, but I now understand I have been 

missing out on a LOT. The have dryads, satyrs and demigods galore! I haven't 

even mentioned a grumpy Zeus yet! Apollo and his friends are amazing and the 

way the story goes is great.  

 

Readers of Rick Riordan will love this, and new ones too (I have 

never read Riordan books)! Enjoy it like I did! I'm sure you will love 

it... 

 

 

Alex Nicholson, age 12 

 

‘Trials of Apollo – The Burning Maze’, by Rick Riordan is a great adventurous 

book in which Apollo, now a mortal teenager called Lester Papadopoulos (after 

Zeus cast him down to Earth as a punishment) is sent on a series of dangerous 

quests. He must free the four ancient oracles, the Oracle of Delphi and the Grove 

of Dodona from the Triumvirate Holdings, who currently possess them, 

stopping any form of communication between the demigod camps of Camp 

Jupiter and Camp Half-blood. With his skills worsening by the day, he is forced 

more and more to rely on Meg, his ‘sidekick’/master, a daughter of Demeter.  I 

loved the book as it had lots of bad puns, and the quest was very well 

described , almost like it was an account of a real story, as I am sure Apollo 

will assure you it was! 

I recommend this to anyone who likes a gripping adventure novel 

with lots of twists and turns  and I can’t wait for Rick Riordan’s next one in 

the series, The Tyrant’s Tomb. 

 

 

http://www.rachelreadit.co.uk/


 

Ross O’Gorman, age 11 

 

Rick Riordan has done it again. This book is amazing with so many 

twists and turns. You just cannot put it down. Apollo must rely on 

the services of Grover and Meg McCaffrey and two Roman demigods 

to survive the maze. 

 

The Burning Maze is the third book in the Apollo series and it really does 

deliver. It follows Apollo and his master Meg McCaffrey on their latest 

adventure as they fight a gang of Roman Gods and Emperors. This time, they 

call on the help of Grover, the satyr of Percy Jackson and his nature friends and 

some Roman demigods to help them free an oracle and defeat the Emperors 

Medea and Caligula  In this thrilling fantasy, Apollo’s life is on the line. How 

can he survive? Brilliantly written, this is probably my favourite book in the 

series so far. I just do not know how I am going to wait so long for the next 

book. 

 

 

Seren Daly, age 11 

This is a really good adventure fantasy book I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

The burning maze is the third book in the trials of Apollo series. I have read the 

first one and loved this one. It’s about Apollo the god who has been cast down 

from Olympus by Zeus his father and king of the gods. Apollo has become a 

human and is now tied to a demigod called Meg who he has to obey. Meg and 

Apollo with the help of Grover the satyr are traveling to defeat the third roman 

emperor and free the next Oracle by answering lots of riddles. This book is sure 

to make you cry and laugh it’s really good. 

 

 

Bella, age 11 

 

Loved this book I want to read all the others now.  

 

This is my first Rick Riordan book and loved it.  My brother has all the Percy 

Jackson books so now I can't wait to read them. 

 

This book has an epic storyline with the banished god Apollo, a demigod Meg 

that he has been bound to and Grover (one of Percy Jackson best friend. They 

have to journey through a maze and beat the evil emperors.  

 

 

Evie Aconley, age 11 

I found this book scary and I felt it was more suitable for 14+ year 

olds. 

 



 

I didn't really enjoy it because it felt too old for me. I think it's more for 14+ year 

olds. plus it had more scary things in that gave me nightmares. I wouldn't read 

any more books from this series. 

 

 

 

 

 


