
 

  

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

The Goose Road 

by Rowena House 

 

Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 

members. 

 

Seren Daly, age 11 

 

This book is about achieving your goals 

and finding your destiny.  

 

‘The Goose Road’ is about a girl called Angélique 

who, when she hears the news of her father’s 

death, promises to keep the farm running until 

her older brother Pascal returns from the war. 

But she doesn’t realise that to do this she will 

have to journey to Paris with a flock of 

magnificent Toulouse geese.  

 

This story is about a journey through France to 

get to Paris and to the front line of the war. I 

loved this book and recommend it to 10+. It is an 

adventure story and involves thefts, diseases and haggling for a great price. It 

is set during the First World War and has lots of things that happened during 

the war in it. It is emotional and beautiful with surprises and 

mysteries in store. I loved it. 

 

 

Bella, age 10  

 

‘The Goose Road’ is beautiful story that is happy and sad.  I really 

enjoyed reading this book.  

 

‘The Goose Road’ wasn't the easiest book to read because it makes you feel so 

many emotions but it is really, really good. It is set at 1916 during world war 

one in France and is about a family who own a farm but they nearly loose it. 

This book is about the journey Angélique goes on to save her farm and to 

honour her mother and brother. 

 

I found the book really good, it had some scary bits, some sad bits and some 

 



 

happy bits too.  I think girls and boys age 10 and above will enjoy this story.  

 

Emma Corden, age 12  

 

I love this book because it is full of drama and hope.  

 

‘The Goose Road’ is about a girl in World War One France. Her brother and 

father go to fight and Angelique and her mother stayed to look after the farm. 

When a letter comes to state that her father was killed in the war Angélique is 

relying on her brother to make it back safely. Angelique promised her brother 

she would keep the farm running but when the army comes to take animals and 

carts from the farm for the soldiers, they find that without the farm animals 

they won’t make money. So they set of on a journey to sell the geese at market 

but they have to overcome some obstacles on the way.  

 

The three main characters are Angélique, her mother and her uncle. Her Uncle 

is a kind, considerate man who wants to help Angelique and her mother after 

her father was killed. He helps them to escort the geese on foot to market before 

Christmas. Her Mother is a strong willed confidant women who doesn't like to 

ask for help even when she needs it most. When her husband died she was very 

mournful even though he used to go out, get drunk then hit Angélique's brother, 

Pascal.  

 

Angélique is a fourteen year old girl who is in love with a boy called Rene but 

when he also signs up to fight she must hope he comes back safe. She always 

wants to help her Mother do her chores because she is very worried about her.  

 

 

Ross O'Gorman, age 11 

 

An enjoyable book that tells a different kind of war story. Young 

Angélique Lacroix makes a great heroine and her epic journey 

across France with her geese to save the family farm, is amazing.  

 

I thought it was great that the author choose to tell this war story from the 

perspective of those left behind when the men go to war and their struggle for 

survival. The story focuses on one of those people, Angélique Lacroix, who is left 

with her mother to run the family farm. News comes of her father's death, but 

Angélique is only concerned about her brother, as her father was always drunk 

and used to beat them. She determines that she will ensure that her brother will 

have a farm to come back to after the war. That will involve though selling their 

geese at a market nearer the front to get the highest price possible. She will first 

have to herd them right across France, with her uncle's help. Angélique is a 

wonderfully brave character and even though she faces the worst situations, she 

battles through and will not give up without a fight. There are some very sad 

 



 

parts to the story. Angélique is very attached to the geese and does not want to 

part with any of them. Some of the geese's antics are quite funny and lighten the 

story a little. I liked the ending and I think anyone who loves historical fiction 

filled with adventure, will really enjoy this story. I will definitely be looking out 

for the author's next book. 

 

 

Hope Busby, Yr 8 - Great Torrington School 

 

‘The Goose Road’ is now one of my favourite books! It can change 

your mood in a second! You are happy then suddenly you are almost 

crying!  It’s romantic, happy, sad, adventurous….all of my favourite 

things in one book!  I recommend it to all ages from 11+, there is no 

inappropriate language or nature but there is lots of parts that would take an 

older mind to read.  It is an amazing book that, in my opinion, will sell well and 

have lots of fans. 

 

 

Ellen Cox, age 11  

 

This is an incredible book that holds an amazing story. I loved it. I 

couldn't put it down. You laugh? and cry ? just like you are there doing what 

Angélique is doing.  

 

This is a tale of love, hate, bravery and determination. Angélique Lacriox is a 

very strong and feelingful character who works so hard to get across market 

where she sells her geese. The story is amazing and really shows the hard works 

the women put in during the hard times and that wars aren't all about the 

fighting and killing.  

 

 

Matilda Greenacre, age 11 

 

Loved this story and couldn't put it down, a must read. 

 

I have loved this book it is full of love and hope. It is an really amazing story 

and it is full of different emotions. I liked that it was set in the past as i feel like i 

am learning as i am reading and i feel that i really did with this book. I really 

enjoyed the journey she made and the whole idea of the story. I would definitely 

recommend this book to all of my friends as i personally thought it was 

amazing. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ellen, age 8 

 

Angelique a young girl, is forced to go on a long journey to sell her 

brothers geese in order to get some money for her family. The war is 

on and there is hardship and misfortune all around. 

 

This book is about a girl Angelique whose brother and father have been sent to 

war.  Angelique is left with her mother to manage the farm. Her mother falls ill, 

and the farms harvest is ruined by a storm, officials come to claim it so it can be 

use to feed others due to food shortages in the war. 

Angelique has to go on a long journey to sell Pascal's geese (Pascal is her 

brother). When she returns, the war is over and she goes with her friends to the 

train station and sets out to find Pascal. The book is left on a cliffhanger, will 

they find him? 

 

I found this book extremely hard to get into as I was distracted by other reads, 

however the blurb on the back and  the book cover of the book drew me in. I 

liked this book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


