
 

  

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

The Hidden Oracle 

by Rick Riordan 

Book one in The Trials of Apollo Series 

 

Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 

members. 

 

 

 

Lucy Minton, age 13 

 The book was incredible and 

completely blew me away. I 

have read almost all of Rick 

Riordan’s mythology books: Percy 

Jackson, Magnus Chase and The 

Kane Chronicles. I thoroughly 

enjoyed all of these books and so 

had high hopes for Trials of 

Apollo. I was not disappointed! 

The book was incredible and 

completely blew me away with the 

description, characters and 

overall storyline. The book is set in 

Percy Jackson’s world, and does 

have quite a few references to the 

Percy Jackson/Heroes of Olympus 

series. I think you probably could 

read this book and understand the 

general idea of what was going 

on, but for a lot of the inside jokes, 

and for a better knowledge of the 

situation of the people in the book, 

I would definitely recommend 

reading the Percy Jackson series 

and the Heroes of Olympus series 

as well. I enjoyed this book: I 

laughed, *nearly* cried, and felt a whirlwind of emotions when 

reading. Telling the story from this new point of view made me feel very 

differently towards them, and I enjoyed this fresh change of perspective. As 

 



 

ever, I was pleasantly surprised by the plot, and have now put the sequel on 

my wish list. I would recommend this book to anyone, but especially Percy 

Jackson/Rick Riordan fans.  

 

 

Alex Hall, age 11 

 

I jumped for joy when I saw this book, as I enjoyed other Percy 

Jackson novels. When the God Apollo is cast down from Olympus, he 

must face trials against wrong doing. This book won't disappoint! 

 

 I jumped for joy when I saw this book, as I have been enjoying Percy Jackson 

and this book (by the same author) is set in Percy Jackson's world. When the 

God Apollo is cast down from Olympus, he must face trials against wrong 

doing. The story starts when Percy Jackson gives Apollo (who is in human 

form) a car lift to Camp Half-Blood. When they arrive at Camp Half-Blood, they 

find that Demi-Gods are going missing. Apollo must find the lost Demi-Gods 

and defeat an uprising Villian called Emperor Nero who wants to defeat the 

gods and all of the Half-Bloods. Apollo and Percy Jackson successfully stop 

Emperor Nero but just before he is defeated he unleashes a weapon, an alive 

Colessus set to destroy Camp Half-Blood... With the help of all the Half-Bloods 

at the camp, Apollo and Percy stop the Colessus in it's tracks. An action packed 

adventure with the thrill of Percy Jackson that would appeal to 10+.  

 

 

Emma Corden, age 11 

I really enjoyed ‘The Hidden Oracle’ I liked the fact that Apollo became a normal 

teenager that even had acne. I also thought that Zeus did really well with the 

name Lester Papadopoulos it is really creative and funny. It is a great story and 

really dramatic with Apollo going against the beast which is a VERY wellknown 

historical character. I also love the fact that his children are at camp half-blood 

which is where Apollo has to go. And that his friend is Percy Jackson who has 

his own set of books by the same author. The author has made the book quite 

funny in places which I also like. Overall the book is very good and I 

would definitely recommend this book to anyone. 

 

 

Toby Little, age 9 

 

I couldn’t stop reading this book, and even though I loved ‘Percy 

Jackson and Magnus Chase’, I think this is Rick Riordan’s best series 

ever! I can’t wait to read the rest of the series!  

 

Apollo begins up high. He was first a God, and then dropped down to Earth, 

into a New York dumpster, where he gets immediately attacked by the Germani, 

 



 

who are servants of Emperor Nero. He meets a girl called Meg, and 

throughout the book, a big relationship develops between the two. Apollo 

and Meg go to Percy Jackson’s house, so that Percy can drive them to Camp 

Halfblood. But on the way, they realise that they had unexpected followers: the 

exact same people that attacked Apollo when he landed in the dumpster... This is 

an exciting and serious book – if you are a God having to earn your way back to 

immortality, you are in serious trouble! Apollo is a clever protagonist, and even 

though he is no longer immortal, he still has special powers. I couldn’t stop 

reading this book, and even though I loved Percy Jackson and Magnus Chase, I 

think this is Rick Riordan’s best series ever! I can’t wait to read the rest of the 

series!  

You can follow Toby on Twitter:@tobyiswriting  

 

 

Alex Nicholson, age 11 

As a keen fan of Rick Riordan’s stories; his latest book The Trials of 

Apollo: The Hidden Oracle, was amazing and didn’t disappoint one 

bit!  

 

Former God Apollo has been turned into a mortal and cast down from Olympus 

- the story begins as he falls into a dumpster in New York and is set upon by 

some local youths. Demigod Meg McCaffrey, rescues and befriends him and 

they set out to reach the safety of Camp Half-Blood.  

 

On reaching Camp Half-Blood the pair learn that all forms of communication 

and prophesy at camp Half-Blood have been cut out as Roman Emperor Nero is 

trying to take control of the Oracles so that Triumvirate Holdings and its 

empire can become unstoppable.  

 

Rick Riordan once again creates the perfect balance between the mortal world 

and Olympus with a story packed full of adventure, drama and fun references 

to Greek mythology as Apollo and Meg battle to save the Oracles. A real page 

turner.  

 

Thoroughly recommended - I loved it!  

 

 

Seren Daly, age 10 

I found this book fantastic and really hard to put down. 

 ‘The Trials of Apollo’ is an adventure story from the point of view of Apollo and 

has a lot of times when he's saying he's fantastic. It's a bit funny especially when 

he sees his reflection. I can't wait to read the next one as it might answer some 

of the questions I'd like answered and it will hopefully conclude the plot. I loved 

the suspense and mystery surrounding it and loved the story. The story was 

really exciting and I think that any child that is over 8 will really enjoy this 

 



 

story.  

 

 

Alexander Bisland, age 11 

Apollo was a God until his father Zeus made him into a mortal. He also made 

him fall from the sky and land in a dustbin in New York. Soon a pair of thieves 

turn into the alley he is in and try to rob him, so a little girl called Meg helps 

Apollo as he didn’t have his Godly powers anymore. This sparks a friendship 

between them but they are still in danger because spirits are following them. 

They need to get to get to Camp Half-Blood to be safe but how do they get there? 

They just ask the famous Percy Jackson to take them there but strange things 

are happening at Camp Half-Blood. People are going missing and Apollo needs 

to find an oracle to save the day.  

 

Does Apollo and Meg’s friendship last?  

Does Apollo get to Camp Half-Blood?  

Does Apollo become a God again? 

 Read the book to find out!  

 

I really enjoyed this book and it kept me on the edge of my seat. You 

don’t need to have read the Percy Jackson books to understand this 

series. I recommend this book to 9+ Percy Jackson and mythology 

fans. I give it 5*****.  

 

 

Ross O’Gorman, age 10 

 

The Trials of Apollo is a mega exciting new series based on Greek 

mythology, full of amazing challenges. Its action packed and 

features many favourite characters from other books.  

 

The God Apollo is punished by Zeus and is sent down to earth as a mere mortal. 

He experiences human emotions for the first time and there is quite a lot of 

complaining and lamenting his current status as a teenager with acne. Apollo 

has to try and please his father Zeus if he is going to ever return to being a god. 

A demigod called Meg claims his service and with Percy Jackson's help they 

make the journey to Camp Half-blood. Apollo has to complete a major trial 

involving a hidden oracle in the forest outside the camp. This book is a whole 

mix of surprises, funny bits and adventures. I loved Rick Riordan's other books 

more, but I am still really looking forward to reading the second book in this 

series.  

 


