
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of 

The Wild Folk 

Written by Sylvia V. Linsteadt 

 

 

Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids members. 

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 12 

 

This book is a spellbinding , 

enchanted read that pulls you in from 

the very start. I fell in love with tin 

and Comfrey, their devoted and 

funny hares and the weird and 

wonderful characters. 

  

This book drew me in from the very start , a 

new world, bordered into three realms. No 

physical barriers separate the realms of the 

country and the wild folk. But the city, 

where tin hails from , is separated from the 

rest of the world, a wall constructed by the 

brothers. Tin is an orphan, sheltered under 

the wing of the brothers, and he believes 

that they are working for the greater good , 

until one night. The night that changes 

everything .....  

 

This book has quite a complex story line 

that is difficult to explain in a review, but 

the blurb does that pretty well, so I’ll leave 

that there, due to its complexity , though, 

this book is probably one for older readers interested in fantasy, magic, or wildlife as 

the  book revolves around these aspects. I really enjoyed this book, and in a fairly 

serious novel, the talking hares often lighten up the tale, just when it's needed. 

 

Josh, age 10 

 

The wild folk was a great book based on a place called Farralone. 

Farralone is an island where the wild folk live. The island, Farralone, was 

made by the Elk of milk. 

 



 

The wild folk was a great book based on a place called Farralone. Farralone is an 

island where the wild folk live. The island, Farralone, was made by the Elk of milk and 

gold the island is made of stardust ( the dust of the stars ) it was the Elks job to protect 

Farralone when the brothers arrived , who wanted the stardust for themselves. The 

wild folk is a great book and I would recommend for 8 to 12 year olds. 

 

Lucas Blake, age 7 

 

Wow! This magical adventure story is really exciting with amazing 

characters and mystical objects (grizzly-witches, firehawk, oddnesses). I 

couldn’t stop reading it and can’t wait for the sequel. 

 

This story is about a quest to stop the Brothers from getting all the stargold and 

destroying the land of Farallone. Although they are meant to stay apart and hate each 

other, Comfrey (a country girl) and Tin (a city boy), work together with their two 

rabbit companions, Myrtle and Mallow, to save the Wild Folk. As the Wild Folk are 

suspicious of humans, Comfrey and Tin have to complete lots of difficult challenges to 

earn their trust. It is a magical story with amazing creatures like the fire hawk and the 

fiddleback and mystical objects like the Oddnesses. My favourite part was when Tin 

used his Oddness to turn granite rocks into shoes to sneak up behind the 

grizzly-witches... I won’t tell you what happens next! It’s a really exciting adventure 

story. As you want to know what will happen next it is hard to stop reading till you’ve 

read it all. I wish humans and nature could work together in real life too, sadly I’m 

sure our Wild Folk don’t trust us either. I can’t wait for the sequel to see if they find 

Mother Neeth. 

 

Ollie Hopwood, age 8 

 

The Wild Folk is an allegory for our industrialised world with its greed 

and destruction, as well as a more hopeful vision of brave and resourceful 

people and animals working together. 

 

The first pages, in which two baby hares lose their mother to a coyote, almost stopped 

our 8 year old avid reader before he’d really started with this book, but I’m glad he 

persisted because he discovered flowers of wonder, love and friendship amongst the 

sharper thorns of cruelty and loss. The bravery and ingenuity of the characters struck 

a chord with him, and as a child who is happiest in the woods he felt real empathy for 

Tin, a boy raised in a walled city without greenery or wild things and Comfrey, a girl 

raised in a countryside at risk of losing everything to the city dwellers. The Wild Folk is 

an allegory for our industrialised world with its greed and destruction, offering 

chilling glimpses of our own present and future, as well as a more hopeful vision of life 

if people work together and respect the natural environment. There are a few really 

sinister characters with no apparent redeeming features, but overwhelmingly the 

population of the Stargold Chronicles are realistically complex, with even the main 

characters being permitted to be jealous, boastful, spiteful or angry as well as 



 

compassionate, brave and kind. This magical tale will appeal to fans of Hayao 

Miyazaki’s Princess Mononoke, striking many of the same chords although the stories 

are very different. We can’t wait for the second part of the duology to find out what 

happens next.  www.acornstem.co.uk 

 

Libby Bridgeman, age 10 

 

This is an amazing book! It's about 2 twin hares, an orphan and a country 

girl going on a wild adventure. 

 

I love, love LOVE this book! It's full of magic and plot twists and I love it; this book was 

for me. 

When the Orphan Tin and the country girl Comfrey team up with 2 twin hare leverets- 

Myrtle and Mallow, to stop the brothers from stealing all the stargold and leaving 

Farallone without life. As they travel with the leverets to find the elk of gold of milk- 

the creatrix of Farallone, they encounter many strange things such as wild folk, basket 

witches, grizzly witches, and a talking rock?!.  Evil brothers, who for two hundred 

years have been mining for stargold, also try to get Tin's fiddleback, a spider like 

machine that runs on stargold. this book, I think, would be aged 10+, or at least a 

parent/guardian reading it with them, and of course, 5 stars!  

Rachelreadit.co.uk 

 

James McNichol, age 8 

 

We loved it! 

 

My mum and I read this book at bedtime and I thought it was fantastic. It is a mystical 

world full of talking, magic animals and we loved it. 

 There are lots of characters and the story can get complicated but we kept reading 

and I am looking forward to the next book. 

 I would recommend this book to everyone. 

 

Jemima Buttling, age 10 

 

Bossy leverets, half-humans... I love it! Who knew that animals were so 

intriguing!  

 

Bossy leverets, half-humans... this is a book for all the family, with intriguing, 

beautiful people with horns, fur, wings and much, much more! It hooked me from the 

very beginning... who knew animals could be so wonderful!  

 

 

Katie, age 11 

 

Even though I am currently an eleven-year-old girl, I felt like I was 5 again 

http://www.acornstem.co.uk/
http://www.rachelreadit.co.uk/


 

when reading this book; it is so inspiring, it made me want to write my 

own! 

 

Even though I am currently an eleven-year-old girl, I felt like I was 5 again when 

reading this book because it is full of magical moments. Another reason I liked it is 

because it reminded me - in some way - of a fairytale and so I could just read and 

relax. I did find it a bit hard to get into at first, but soon enough, I was well away with 

it which shows that sometimes, all you have to do is persevere. However, if you are 

someone who likes a bit of action, there is still some of that included in this amazing 

read. Furthermore, (just to get your heart pounding), there is a bit of gore and death. 

 Comfrey (the young girl) and the young boy, Tin (short for Martin), are the main 

characters. They have very different personalities but get on really well with a little bit 

of romance that they like to keep hidden. 

 

 Thorntons is a delicious brand of chocolate that many would describe well, and 

similarly, Thornton is a character that I would describe in a good way. Thornton's life 

is action-packed, heart-warming to hear about and most of all, he is a very 

well-thought-through character. 

 

 I would recommend this story that is full of quests and adventure to anyone who is 8 

or over (if you are reading it by yourself) or 5 to 7 (if you are reading it with someone). 

I would give it 4 out of 5 stars. 

 

 

Seren Daly, age 11 

 

The wild folk is about a boy and girl who go on a journey to save their 

world. I loved this book and can recommend it to all ages. 

 

The wild folk is about a city boy called Tin and a country girl called Comfrey. Comfrey 

has lived all her life in the country. Her father disappeared when she was young and 

she really would like to meet one of the wild folk. Tin lives in the city surrounded by a 

wall. He lives in the orphanage with the brothers and he is an amazing inventor. One 

day Tin overhears a conversation and he finds out that the city is running out of 

stargold, a material that helps power the city. One day Tin makes a lifelike spider and 

he and his friend escape the orphanage. Meanwhile in the country Comfrey enters the 

wild folk land and becomes trapped there. They meet and go on a long journey to save 

the wild folk and discover the secret of stargold. I loved this book it was an amazing 

adventure and full of magical creatures that aren’t seen here. 

 

 

Ailsa Pye-Mansfield, age 11 

 

I felt like I was in the book! I couldn't put it down! A perfect read for Year 6 

girls and boys! 



 

A brilliant book for advanced readers in Year 6. It is quite long but has amazing 

detail and description. It was an exciting start, jumping between different 

perspectives; this was a bit confusing but also made me very curious to keep reading. 

There are four main characters and it is set in three different locations which come 

together throughout the story. There are lots of subtle hints and clues in each chapter 

about the links and relationships. My favourite place is where all the Wild Folk live 

and the adventures that happen there. I love all the different creatures and how the 

author has developed their personalities. I really enjoyed reading this adventure 

fantasy story and my friends were queuing up to read it after me! 

@WellyPrimary 

  

Teddy Simmons, Age 8 

 

What a big book full of adventure! I loved reading this! 

 

Lots of fun & adventures from the moment you meet the hares to the fiddle back. You 

must read this with your best friend. I loved it! 
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