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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Prisha Yadav, age 8  
 
A book with amazing planned and 
unplanned rescuing adventures and 
informative illustrations. 
 
I enjoyed reading this book as the story was 
interesting and adventurous. I also loved the way 
illustrations were presented as they bring life to 
the characters. As this was chapter book, I liked the 
way summary was given before each chapter. So, I 
had an idea about what to expect in the chapter 
which made it more interesting. I could not wait to 
complete the story while Uncle Shawn makes 
different plans to try to rescue the four Llamas and 
badger Bill from the McGloones family. The 
planned and unplanned rescuing adventures by 

Uncle Shawn was fun to read. The character of Bill Badger was also nice as he 
tries to be very brave.  This was the best fiction book I have ever read 
and I would like to recommend this book to young children.  
 
https://prishayadav.blogspot.com/2018/03/uncle-shawn-and-bill-and-
almost.html 
 
 
Ollie Hopwood and Toby Hopwood, age 8 and 6  
 
A very funny modern fable about friendship and bravery that had us 
laughing out loud.  



 

 
Badger baiting might seem like an odd choice of topic for a children’s story, but 
this book is a sensitive and joyful surprise.   
 
Things are looking about as bleak as possible for Badger Bill after his capture 
by a family of such foul loathsomeness as has not been seen since ‘The Twits’, 
but his luck is about to change with the appearance of the kind hearted Uncle 
Shawn.   
 
The funny artwork throughout the book makes it appealing to both confident 
independent readers and younger ones being read to.  We particularly enjoyed 
it as a bedtime book because it has the flow of a modern fable and is perfect to 
be read out loud.  The simple labels on the pictures had our emerging reader 
deciphering the words for himself and proudly reading them out, and the quirky 
humour was a big draw for our older independent reader.    
 
Dark in places and sweet in others in the tradition of all the great children’s 
stories, it also has enough mischief and mayhem to set the kids off roaring with 
laughter.   
 
  
Lucy Collings, age 7 
  
I liked this book because it is funny and exciting. Badger Bill needs 
rescuing from two nasty sisters.  Will Uncle Shawn get there in time? 
 
Also four very depressed llamas need rescuing too.  They are about to be turned 
into llama pies!   
 
There are short chapters and at the beginning of each one it gives you an idea of 
what is coming.  I liked the pictures.  They are like the pictures in comics with 
funny labels that made me laugh. 
 
I love adventure books so I really enjoyed reading this and I liked 
the funny animal characters.  Definitely read this book! 
 
 
Jai, age 7 
   
What I really enjoyed about the book is when Uncle Shawn tries to rescue 
Badger Bill from the cage fight and the llamas from being made into llama 
wallets, llama socks or llama pies.  
 
Will tall, nice and helpful Uncle Shawn defeat the mean, rude and horrible 
McGloone family so they can arrive home safely and live together? 
 
 I didn’t really like the Mc Gloones at all: I thought that they were the most 



 

horrible people in the world and the worst people you can ever get in the whole 
of history. They treat people and animals badly and are disgusting.  
 
Some of the characters have really funny names like Ginalolobrigida and Socket 
Wrench and Bettina. My favourite character is Uncle Shawn. The pictures in the 
book made the story seem real to me. However, the sentences were really long 
and made me feel out of breath. This book is really imaginative and I 
think my friends would really enjoy it.   
 
 
Amatullah Khatun, age 8  
 
This book will have you racing through the pages to find out what 
happens next! A great book for fans of ‘Mr Gum’ and ‘The Bolds’ 
books.   
 
‘Uncle Shawn and Bill and The Almost Entirely Unplanned Adventure' is as fun 
and silly as the title suggests. With a cast of loveable characters and some not-
so-loveable characters this story keeps you on your toes throughout wondering 
'what's going to happen next' and 'how can Uncle Shawn possibly rescue Bill the 
Badger and the four llamas?’. 
 
As horrible and nasty as the McGloones are, Uncle Shawn is the sweetest, 
gentlest man who makes it his mission to rescue Bill and the Llamas. 
 
Amatullah enjoyed reading this book as it was funny and exciting. She was 
worried Bill would have to fight the mean, ferocious dogs and the Llamas would 
be made into llama pies, wallets and handbags but the ending made her happy.  
 
The illustrations by Gemma Correll are splendid and really bring 
this story to life. 
 
 
Sam Radford, age 7  
 
A funny book that had Mummy and Sam laughing together - the 
pictures/captions make it even more comical.  
 
This book makes me laugh! I think the pictures are really funny and I like to 
read the funny parts underneath. Badger Bill is an excellent character and I 
really like Uncle Shawn too. The story has lots of exciting parts but I think the 
McGloones are horrible. I would definitely recommend!  


