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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 
Olivia Tierney, age 19  

I absolutely loved the gorgeous 

concept of the book; two time 

travellers travelling forward in time 

and backwards in time and meeting 

in the middle each with different 

memories.     

After the devastating loss of her 

Grandmother, Abbi starts university 

desperate for a new start and to finally 

come to terms with her grief. But Abbi 

instead wakes up 30 years in the past. 

Confused, distraught and alone, Abbi 

continues to move back in time each night 

until she meets Professor Smith, who's 

trying to help her get back home, and Will, 

a boy who moves forwards in time. And 

with her Grandmother's dying wish, Abbi starts to uncover deep lost family 

secrets. The premise of the book is definitely intriguing and the plotting of the 

book is excellent with links between the characters slowly being revealed as the 

novel continued. It is a beautifully romantic concept and it had great potential, 

but personally I didn't like the writing style and there was dialogue and 

description throughout the book that had me rolling my eyes. However, the pace 

of the novel was very good and the plot twists and turns were great! 
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Grace Spear, age 14  

‘Waking in Time’ is an amazingly addictive read where you feel like you've been 

pushed into the characters lives. For me it was one of those books which 

was really addictive and I struggled to put it down.  The story starts off 



 

in modern day and is about a girl called Abbi who is starting her first year of 

uni.  Still mourning her Grandmas death and trying to understand her 

Grandmas dying wish, her mum sends her a hatbox of her Grandmas 

memories.  On her second day she wakes up in 1983 and it’s only the first of her 

many travels back in time.  Will travels forwards in time, and when he and Abbi 

meet they fall complicatedly in love.  Together they solve the mystery of Abbi's 

family history whilst fighting through time to be together.   

The book was brilliant leaving you mesmerized with the story.  I love how it’s 

written in first person because it means you feel everything that Abbi goes 

through.  The romance between Abbi and Will is lovely and you want to keep 

reading to make sure time doesn't pull them apart. It’s so clever how Abbi's 

family history becomes a mystery that needs to be solved and I felt really 

connected to the story.  I enjoyed this book so much and I'd recommend 

it to fantasy and romance lovers.     

 

Talia Jacobs, age 15  

If you need a heart-warming read, an adventurous novel, an epic 

love story, even time travel and science, you can find it in this book. 

A perfect ending, amazing for both adults and teens!   

‘Waking In Time’ is a stunning book amazing for teens and adults alike! Great 

for fans of mystery, 1900’s history, family, and romance, or just anyone who 

wants to read a spectacular book! This book is a whirlwind of time travel, with 

such a perfect ending, and it sure will take you back to a place you can never 

go- covering so many decades, realistically and interestingly. 

The storyline is very exciting, taking you from year to year, but also has parts 

where it slows down enough for you to get your bearings. Be ready to uncover 

the mystery of main character, Abbi’s Grandma’s past, and who this mysterious 

baby is. 

Face the frustration headstrong Abbi feels at being trapped in the past, and see 

what a smart, likeable character she is. Along with her, you will also fall in love 

with Will’s hilarity and see him during his darkest days. 

You will not be disappointed; this book uncovers every secret, every mystery, 

every anomaly and all you have to do is take it in. 

The stunning description of scenery will transport you, along with Abbi, into the 

past and it makes it so easy to visualise.  

At times hilarious, at times frustrating, at times shocking, and at times sweet 



 

and sad, this book has it all! 

Altogether, I loved this book. If you need a heart-warming read, an adventurous 

novel, an epic love story, even time travel and science, you can find it in this 

book. Please read it! 

  

Jenny Duffy, age 23 

While this time travel story had its cute and moving 

moments...overall it wasn't for me.  

Abbi is glad of the fresh start university offers. Mourning the loss of her beloved 

grandmother, she welcomes the distraction of this new challenge, and being on 

campus makes her feel closer to her grandmother. However, a bigger change 

than she could ever have expected is in store. She wakes up one morning and 

finds herself back in 1983. Can Abbi find her way back to her own time? And 

what did her grandmother’s message about finding the baby mean? 

While this time travel story had its cute and moving moments (time travelling 

couple Abbi and Will were sweet, and the scenes in which Abbi meets her 

grandmother and great-grandmother are enjoyable) overall it wasn’t for me. 

Several of the jumps through time happened quite quickly and this made the 

book feel rushed, and made it hard to connect to. Everything tied up a bit too 

neatly at the end for my liking, and the baby plot was dropped for quite a while 

before being picked up again at the end. I liked the concept, but I just never 

really got into the book unfortunately!  
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Susanna Wagstaff, age 14 

‘Waking In Time’ by Angie Stanton is a gripping book which is well 

written and unforgettable.  

It creates a universe so real that you won't want the book to end! It tells the 

story of a girl who starts time travelling and must uncover why. Along the way, 

she meets an interesting boy and also a few familiar faces. The story has a 

complex plot which makes it hard to put down and extremely captivating. My 

favourite character was probably the Professor because he was so interesting 

and really sweet! The book was so worth reading and has a bit of romance, 

some comedy, and some tragedy so I really would say it's for everyone! A 

fantastic read!  



 

Edel Waugh  

The story is about a young woman called Abbi who is just beginning her first 

year at University.  She is really pleased to be going to the same University as 

her grandmother did despite her mother's reservations about being so far from 

home. I knew little about this plot before I started this story so it quickly gained 

my interest when I found out there was lots of family secrets, time travel, love 

and plenty of adventures. This was so awesome! All the women in Abbi's family 

are gutsy likeable females so you see where she gets her sense of adventure and 

smarts from. This is the perfect story for any time travelling book fans 

out there, it was a really fun read and there is enough family history 

of Abbi's to keep the plot very interesting. Loved it! 

 


