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Izzy Read  

Holly Bourne knows exactly how to 

write a funny and uplifting, yet hard 

hitting, YA book on feminism.   

Lottie snaps when she is sexually assaulted 

on the way to college on day and decides to 

take matters into her own hands. She is 

going to call out every instance of sexism 

she sees for the next month. But as the 

month progresses, her campaign become 

more and more difficult. Will she put her 

own mental health as well as her chances of 

getting into Cambridge on the line for her 

cause?  

Holly Bourne knows exactly how to write 

funny and uplifting yet hard hitting YA 

books on feminism. The last novel in the spinster series, ‘What’s a girl gotta do?’ 

focuses on Lottie as she campaigns for feminism. Including topics such as sexual 

assault, mental health, preparing for the future and discovering who you are 

and where your priorities are, it is a welcome breath of fresh air to read. These 

friends- Evie, Amber and Lottie- feel like people I know and love with their 

passions and faults that I see in myself. They don’t seem fabricated in the 

slightest, they seem like awesome people I want to be friends with! 

www.fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com 

 

Edel Waugh   

This is the story about a young woman called Lottie who after getting sexually 

harassed on her way to college one day decides she has had enough of being 



 

treated like this by men as she is going about her day to day life and so decides 

to do something about it with the help of her friends. This book really opened my 

eyes to sexism, feminism and what it is to be female in this day and age. I felt a 

range of emotions while reading this book and completely loved Lottie's 

gumption despite her fears and the walls she came up against. I think if you are 

a female of any age, parts of this book will resonate with you, I finished it, sat 

back and thought of all the sexism I have seen in my life and well done to this 

author for bringing this subject to light with Lottie's very likeable character.  

The story was inspired by the authors own experience with sexual 

harassment, there was moments of deep sadness, but it was very 

inspiring what she did with that horrible experience.   

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Megan Abbott, age 17 

An inspirational read!  

I know I normally say this about every book, but this has been the best book I 

have ever read! ‘What's A Girl Gotta Do?’ is about a girl called, Lottie who starts 

pointing out every bit of sexism that she sees after experiencing her own act of 

sexism.  

This is such a refreshing read, as the characters and situations are 

so relatable. I think this book also has the good mix between educating people 

about what it is like to experience sexism and the light hearted nature of being a 

teenager, while giving a positive representation of feminism. I would have loved 

to read this book when I was younger as I think it would have been good to be 

educated about feminism earlier in life. I would definitely recommend this 

book and can't wait to read the others in the series.  

  

Imogen Breaks, age 13  

‘What's A Girl Gotta Do’ is the third book about Evie, Lottie and Amber. It's a 

heartwarming and passionate tale about one girl's fight against sexism, 

although not without her fellow spinsters. Together they take on a huge project 

and hope to override sexism for ever. But, how can you change the world if 

nobody knows about it? Sure enough as the media gets involved Lottie's world 

starts crumbling, can her spinsters save her or has feminism truly broken her? 

This book is an extremely educating read and makes you understand 

just how unfair the world can be for women; every female in my 



 

house is now reading it! I would recommend this book to 13+ and would 

rate it 8/10.  

 

Zara Kazi, age 18  

Holly Bourne has done it again. Inspirational, funny and truly 

empowering. An amazing read. The third installment of the Normal Trilogy 

evoked a rollercoaster of emotions within me. This book was truly inspirational 

and empowering. Holly’s books are what all teenagers should be 

reading right now! I loved Lottie’s story and the way in which she carried 

herself. The more I read What's a Girl Gotta do? the more I wanted to be like 

Lottie, so driven and strong. Holly draws upon sexism and feminism in this 

book which really opened my eyes. It has impacted me to stand for what is right 

and speak against what is wrong. After reading this gem, I am truly 

empowered. It has also made me realise that I do in fact have a voice, one that 

can make a change in this world for the better. And I shouldn’t be afraid to use 

it.   

 

Amy Laws, age 15  

Humorous, thought-provoking and inspiring- this book made me 

laugh, made me want to cry, but most importantly, made me think.  

I have never read a book by Holly Bourne before but I absolutely loved this one 

and I wished I had discovered her work a lot sooner. Despite this book being the 

third one in a series, it could definitely be read as a standalone novel as I have 

not read the first two and it made perfect sense to me. The characters were 

down to earth and realistic making them easy to engage with which is just one 

of the reasons why I enjoyed this book so much. In addition, Holly Bourne 

opened my eyes to the everyday sexism which happens all around us without 

many of us realising it. This book delicately handled some serious issues and 

made them approachable for all young adult readers. 

Overall, I wouldn't hesitate to recommend this book as I flew through 

the pages and struggled to put it down. It really made me think about the 

society we live and how important feminism is today.   

 

Sarah Murray, age 18  

Holly Bourne has done it again! Another fantastic book from someone 



 

who is quickly climbing my list of favourite authors. Bourne gives 

young girls a voice and teaches us how we can all be a #vagilante!  

This is a series is a fantastic way to introduce young people (not just 

young girls) to feminism and explain why feminism is so important in 

today’s world.  

Lottie, Evie and Amber are so funny and I genuinely want to be a member of the 

spinster club to be friends with them. I feel as though Lottie's experience at the 

beginning of the book can be empathised with most girls as I am sure we have 

all experienced something similar. Lottie is such a strong character and I felt 

genuinely proud of her and all of her accomplishments. Also, I found it really 

interesting that Bourne introduced a lot of taboo subjects throughout to novel 

such as mental illness, slut shaming and abusive relationships however, she 

handled each of these topics with care and sensitivity. 

My only complaint in the book is I don't think that it was necessary to have a 

romantic element in this book and feel that the story may have been more 

poignant without one. However, this is not a major complaint as I still really 

enjoyed to romance in this novel.  

Overall I give this book a 5/5 stars and cannot wait for more from Holly 

Bourne. 

 

Humaira  

There is not much to say other than Holly Bourne has done it again. 

Each time I pick up a book of hers, I am completely absorbed into her 

words. 

I Love this series and cannot wait for the novella. Though ‘How Hard Can Love 

Be?’ is still my most favourite out of the trilogy. 

https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/?hl=en 

 

Megan West, age 15  

An inspirational and inspiring book that every adolescent should 

read! I loved the strength of character and moral in this book. I learnt 

about sexiest things I had no idea were sexist, and this book shows brilliantly 

how it feels to be the victim also. I loved it. 

 



 

Aimee Sweet, age 15 

A definite five star from me, and I recommend ‘What’s A Girl Gotta Do?’ to 

teenagers who want to voice their opinion, but are not sure how. A perfect all-

season read. What a page-turner! I spent my time reading ‘What’s a Girl Gotta 

Do?’ as fast as possible, then regretting my actions by the last page. Yet another 

fantastic novel by Holly Bourne starring Lottie and her two best friends, Amber 

and Evie. I admit that, often I find it hard to remember main character’s names 

after reading a book, but since I can easily it just shows how attached I’ve got to 

these characters. I love how Bourne’s written a series of novels centred around 

the three friends but from different perspectives- you really get to know each 

individually. I love this novel, as it’s all about Lottie and how she is a strong 

person, but strong people can break down like everyone else. Her views on 

feminism have really hit home, especially since I have struggled to form my own 

views on feminism- knowing what’s right, but not knowing what to do about it. 

Lottie showed me that even though you will never change something extreme in 

a lifetime, you can start off changing the small ‘minor’ things and in turn, 

setting in changes for the future. A definite five star from me, and I 

recommend ‘What’s A Girl Gotta Do?’ to teenagers who want to voice 

their opinion, but are not sure how. A perfect all-season read.   

www.thesweetreview.com  

 

Destiny, age 14 

I loved this novel, I think it is so amazing and that all teenagers 

should read it, as it highlights feminism in a positive light and has many 

applicable examples and situations which teenagers today are facing.  It was a 

really powerful, influential yet funny novel. 

 

Susie Holm    

A funny, sophisticated novel which focuses on feminism, love and 

friendship. The novel is part of a trilogy, but in this novel, as opposed to the 

other two which focus on mental illness and romance, is about feminism. I am a 

feminist myself, and it's amazing that more and more books like this are being 

written to introduce people into the would of feminism which they might not 

even know existed. The book is wonderful. It's fast and easy to 

understand whilst also being extremely intelligent and 

sophisticated. The main character Lottie, is strong and passionate about her 



 

beliefs and her friends are wonderful people and all in all the characters are all 

great role models. The story is strong, and throughout the novel there is this 

sub-genre of mystery, as you're always wondering what's going to happen at 

the end. It is also a very funny book which is a great addition.  

 

Delilah Acworth  

‘What's a Girl Gotta Do’ was absolutely fantastic; the proud feminism displayed 

was a brilliant representation of equality - society has a such mixed views on 

said equality, that to have an author as exciting and influential as 

Holly Bourne take a real stand for female rights is brilliant. I 

couldn't recommend it enough, this is going to fly off the shelves! 

 

Amelia Corrick-Gough, age 14    

Holly Bourne has created a book that doesn't just suck in the reader, 

but one that also changes their perceptions of everyday life in such a 

fun way. Everything about this book is amazing.  

Lottie is such a strong character, and I really love the way that the book twists 

and turns, and leaves the reader guessing. Everyone should read this book.   

 

Jasmine Tyler, age 15 

I LOVE this book. It's honest, it's funny while touching on real 

serious matters. Loveable characters. Read it right now!!   

It really makes you think about feminism without it been like a lecture. 

Everyone should read this book and see the truth. I love how it talks about OCD 

as well, a matter that never seems to be touched in books. You can connect with 

the characters so easily and are so drawn in to the book. AMAZING!! Can't 

stress enough how every young adult should read this book    

  

 


