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The Wicked Deep 
                        by Shea Ernshaw 
                            
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

Lucy, age 14  
 
‘The Wicked Deep’ by Shea Ernshaw is a 
truly captivating book. The beautiful 
romantic storyline interwoven with a 
deadly supernatural theme is utterly 
enchanting whilst simultaneously 
brilliant.  
 
As I began to read, the book lured me in and 
ensnared me within the first couple of pages - 
from that moment on, I raced through the 
chapters towards the looming end of the book. 
 
The novel tells the story of the charming Swan 
Sisters who lure the people of the town to watery 
graves each summer. Penny is used to this and 

accepts the town’s fate. However, when newcomer Bo turns up Penny is forced 
to uncover the truth about the town’s curse.  
 
Ernshaw’s writing is incredibly beautiful and moving, and I was completely 
emotionally invested in all the characters. The plot is also unbelievably exciting 
and new with every chapter, including many twists that were completely 
unpredictable and shocking. 
 
Overall, I really enjoyed the book. The witchy element was written amazingly 
into the characters’ storylines and I found that I enjoyed reading it despite not 
having experienced anything like that before. It’s a very unique storyline and I 
would thoroughly recommend it. 
 
 
Humaira Kauser, age 19  
 
The plot and story line were just lush- it was beautifully written and 



 

has left me wanting more.  
 
‘The Wicked Deep’ was one of my most anticipated books of 2018 and it did not 
disappoint. The plot and story line were just lush- it was beautifully written and 
has left me wanting more. I love everything about the books from the 
characters, the older stories and the setting. I can see this being a classic book, 
it's just one of those books that can be read all the time and by anyone too.   
 
 
Grace Spear, age 15  
 
‘The Wicked Deep’ is an enchanting story where I could never predict 
what would happen next, and couldn’t put it down!  
 
Two hundred years ago three sisters were drowned for witchcraft. Now every 
year in the month of June the sisters return taking there revenge by, seducing 
boys and drowning them. Penny, like most of the people living in Sparrow, has 
come to except the town’s fate. However on the day before the sisters return Bo 
Carter turns up, completely unaware of what he’s stumbled into and the danger 
he is in. The young people are swift to turn on each other, with both Penny and 
Bo having big secrets there not willing to share.  
 
This book had so many twists and turns it kept me spellbound! When I thought I 
had guessed the story it threw something else at me. The trust Penny and Bo 
build between each other is beautiful and it was nice to see it all unfold. I loved 
the sound of Roses mums’ cake shop and the concept behind forgetful cakes. The 
ending was unexpected and kind of a surprise. I liked the island Penny lived on 
as I could really picture it in my mind. This was a great book and I’d defiantly 
recommend it.  
 
 
Ella O'Gorman, age 13  
 
A chillingly atmospheric story about three sisters who annually 
wreak revenge on a town that drowned them for witchcraft 
centuries ago. Multi-layered mysteries keep you hooked to the last 
page.   
 
Every June, the Swan sisters return to the town of Sparrow until midnight on 
the summer solstice, seeking revenge on the town that accused them of being 
witches and drowned them in the harbour. For centuries, they have been taking 
over the bodies of three young girls and luring boys out into the town's harbour 
and drowning them. No one has been able to stop them or identify which girls 
are possessed.  Is that about to change?  
 
The story is told through the eyes of seventeen year old Penny, who lives on an 
island near Sparrow. I really liked how chapters about the Swan sisters are also 



 

woven into the story, so we get to know their background, their different 
personalities and what they did in Sparrow before they were drowned.  
 
A love element is introduced with the arrival of Bo. He and Penny are soon 
spending lots of time together, while her best friend Rose, falls for a boy called 
Heath. Bo seems to have his own secrets and Penny, who has secrets of her own, 
worries about keeping him safe. All the different mysteries and twists made me 
want to read faster and I loved the dramatic and oh so sad twist at the end. The 
artwork on the cover perfectly fits the story. Fans of ghost stories and mysteries 
will really enjoy this book. 
 
 
Emma Corden, age 12  
 
‘The Wicked Deep’ is an amazing book because it is full of mystery 
and traditions.  
 
Three sisters arrived in Sparrow on a boat called the "Lady Astor" The town’s 
people of Sparrow thought the girls were witches who were casting spells on the 
men to make them unfaithful. So they tied stones to the girl’s ankles before 
dropping them into the ocean where the girls sank to the bottom and died. 
Every year during swan season the sister’s souls enter three girl’s bodies and 
use them to lure in men and kill them. How will Penny and Bo stay friends while 
all these mysterious traditions are taking place? 
 
 
 
Linda Brown   
 
This story is a fantasy tale featuring witches, curses with a bit of romance 
added into the mix. 
 
In the early 1800’s the Swan Sisters were drowned in the harbour of a village 
called Sparrow as the islanders believed they were witches. As an act of 
revenge, these sisters return each year on June 1st and inhabit the bodies of 
three local girls and then entice and tempt the young men of the town to their 
own deaths by drowning them.  
 
The story is told in two different narratives, 1st person through Penny Talbot. 
We follow her life as she once again copes with the tragic yearly events that has 
flocks of tourists coming into the village to hopefully catch a glimpse of The 
Sisters and see how many local boys they kill. Through Penny we also have a 
very quickly blown romance. She meets and gives a young boy, Bo who is an 
outsider, a job looking after the lighthouse on the island that she lives on with 
her mother. This romance is, I might add, far too fast and this makes the book, 
alongside the occasion use of offensive language unsuitable for younger 
readers. Penny’s life is lonely and tragic, she does have friends but she knows 



 

that she will never leave the area as she feels bound to the place. Don’t want to 
give much more as it will spoil the story for you.  
 
There is also a 3rd person narrative, this is through the Swan Sisters as they 
recount what happened to them centuries ago.  
 
This book is very well written. The legend and curses definitely caught my 
attention. I couldn’t wait to unravel the mystery. The story is beautifully 
crafted with many twists in the plot and all the characters are well 
developed, especially the Swan sisters. 308 pages of magical mystery 
with short chapters making this a quick read for confident readers and a good 
read for slow/reluctant ones. Thoroughly recommend. 
 
 
Edel Waugh  
 
The story is set in the town of Sparrow, its right by the water and has a dark 
and dangerous history. A long time ago three sisters who were deemed to be 
witches were killed and ever since then each summer three males will die. In 
present day beneath the surface of the water all looks calm but it’s not long until 
the deaths start again. Three dead girls taking over the bodies of others to do 
their bidding.  
 
This was a really great plot, I read the entire book in one sitting and 
loved the history of the story and the curse. This would be an 
enjoyable read for any who loved ‘Hocus Pocus’ or ‘Practical Magic’ 
or stories of the Salem Witch trials.   
 
http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2018/01/the-wicked-deep-by-shea-ernshaw-
review.html?m=1 
     
 
Matilda Greenacre, age 11  
 
I was addicted from the first chapter and couldn't put this book 
down.   
 
‘The Wicked Deep’ was an exciting book that told an amazing story that I found 
hard to put down. It is a story of three sisters who were drowned two centuries 
ago and how they came back to haunt the island every year, killing at least 
three boys to get their revenge on the island of sparrow.  
 
I found this book intense and I never knew what was going to happen next and I 
found the ending unexpected. I think that Shea Ernshaw is a great storyteller 
and would definitely read more of her books I would also recommend this book 
to other people and I have really enjoyed reading it. 
 



 

Holly Wilkins, age 14  
 
Gripping, mysterious and interesting.  This book is a real page 
turner and you'll never want to put it down until you get to the end.  
 
Penny lives in a town where death comes every year, as the three sisters come to 
take their revenge, inhabiting the girls of the village and dragging the boys into 
the depths of the sea.  When she meets Bo, Penny tries to warn him but instead 
they try to find out more about the sisters to stop the deaths.  Will they succeed, 
or will Bo get pulled in?  And, is Penny who she seems?  
 
 
Charlotte Cassidy, age 12  
 
‘The Wicked Deep’ is an amazing book filled with twists and turns at 
every corner. It really pulls you in and keeps you reading until the 
last page. I loved it! 
 
‘The Wicked Deep’ is an amazing book about a girl called Penny, who lives on a 
little island next to a town called Sparrow and what happens there every 
summer. Penny is determined to stop these dreadful events, but it may prove 
harder than it seems. With no father, and her mother going slowly mad, will she 
be able to succeed?  
 
I liked this book because it tells you the backstory of the town at the same time 
as telling the main story, so it kept you interested. My favourite part about the 
book was that it had a huge plot twist halfway through that changed my 
perspective on everything. My favourite character was Penny because she is 
sensitive and there is more to her than meets the eye. I would recommend this 
book to girls aged 12+ who like romance/adventure books. I really loved this 
book, I would give it 10/10 
 
 
Emma Baird, age 15 
 
Once upon time three beautiful sisters travelled to the town of Sparrow to start 
a wonderful new life. However, things did not go to plan, for the locals believed 
they were witches and sentenced them to be drowned. On the 1st of June each 
year after the summer when Marguerite, Aurora and Hazel were drowned, a 
curse falls upon the town. The Swan sisters rise from the sea to secretly inhabit 
three girls and within three weeks will each get their revenge on the town by 
luring a boy into the sea to be with them forever. 
 
Now on sparrow there lives a girl named Penny Talbot. She has come to terms 
with the fate of the town and is used to the curious tourists who arrive each year 
for the morbid events.  
 



 

This year there arrives a boy who is unlike the others, Bo. He isn’t aware of 
what’s about to unfold and despite Penny’s unique gift, even she may not be able 
to save him as the Swan sisters rise and chaos reigns. 
 
This mysterious tale enchanted me, and I found the book so 
captivating I could not put it down until all was unravelled. My 
favourite element of this brilliant book would have to be the blossoming 
relationships, made even more exciting by the deadly meddling of the sisters. I 
found myself really connecting with this novel, feeling the emotions 
of the characters at each dramatic twist and I would recommend it to 
anyone-but especially lovers of mystery and romance. 
 
 
 


