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Alan Gee 

So, any Agatha Christie fans who have 

wondered for years about her mysterious 

1926 disappearance now have a new theory 

to ponder in Andrew Wilson’s book based 

around the events. 

This ingenious proposal, which 

reflects all of the known facts, is 

probably just as likely as any other 

and makes for a clever and intriguing 

story, which I enjoyed.  Written in quite 

a similar style to Miss Christie’s works and 

involving several murders and numerous 

twists in the tale, also just like many of her 

stories, it will keep you entertained 

throughout. 

 

Evelyn Love-Gajardo  

I absolutely loved this book-I read it in a weekend as I couldn't put it 

down.  The idea of it was very clever, based on the real-life disappearance of 

the crime writer Agatha Christie for 10 days in December 1926, which was 

never explained. 

The author has created a gripping tale of blackmail and murder around this 

event, using all the evidence available at the time.  It is also written in a very 

entertaining way, with a real feel for the customs, fashions and attitudes of the 

time. The character of Mrs Christie is admirable, and you really want her to 

come out of the awful situation in which she finds herself. 

I was delighted to read that it's the first in a series and the author 

sets up a sequel very cleverly at the end.  I can't wait to read it if it's as 



 

good as 'A Talent for Murder.'  

 

Emily Curnow 

This novel is a fun and fanciful account of Agatha Christie’s missing 

days. It uses the known facts about Christie's disappearance and 

creates a story worthy of Christie's own works. Fleshing out the bones of 

known facts, we see Christie become embroiled in a mystery from which she 

becomes trapped, always wanting to do the right thing even though it causes 

pain to others. With a satisfying conclusion, this novel makes for an enjoyable 

read. I'm looking forward to reading more by Andrew Wilson in the future.  

 

Heather Byrne  

An easy to read, well-researched novel about what might have 

happened to Agatha Christie when she 'disappeared' for 11 days in 

1926.  

A well-researched and rather neat idea for a novel. Take the most famous crime 

novelist who went missing for 11 days, read the available material and create a 

fiction supposition surrounding the circumstances. Wilson does this with ease, 

crafting a devilish reason for Agatha Christie's disappearance. Of course there 

are a huge number of assumptions and some unlikely decision-making going on 

(by Agatha) in order for this to happen, but all in all quite a neat tale. I was not 

particularly convinced by Agatha Christie's 'voice' (in the first person) and she 

seemed rather more sensitive (weepy and feeling faint) than I would have 

thought she might have been in person, but this can be overlooked. I was also 

aware of the attempt to make the characters speak 'of the time' - lots of 'my 

dears' etc, but it did not take away from an easy to read book that oozed 

research. 

 

Maureen Gourlay  

Agatha Christie disappeared for 11 days in 1926 and no-one knew why, until 

now! It's a Christie style mystery with Agatha herself as the potential criminal. 

A very enjoyable piece of conjecture.  If you like Agatha Christie 

mysteries you will certainly like this.  

After the authors ''disappearance'' in early December in 1926 it was never really 

understood why she went missing for 11 days. There have been theories, but this 



 

fictionalised account is as good as one of her own crime stories, with Agatha 

herself as the protagonist involved in blackmail and murder. The use of real life 

characters too, such as the policemen involved in the case and the people Agatha 

met, made it seem even more "believable". Really enjoyed it and would certainly 

recommend it. 

 

Ann Peet  

Gripping, ingenious, a terrific novel.  

Ingenious and gripping, this has all the hallmarks of Agatha Christie's own 

stories. Andrew Wilson has taken the mystery of Christie's disappearance for 

ten days in 1926 and concocted a clever and plausible plot which cunningly 

includes all the facts that are known about this time of her life. He also draws on 

some of her favourite themes and characters - exotic poisons, untrustworthy 

doctors, unexpected plot twists - to produce a brilliant and thoroughly enjoyable 

novel. 

It is not a whodunnit, more a case of ""will she do it"" but nevertheless there is a 

great build-up of tension wondering what Agatha will do to escape from a 

nightmare of blackmail and murder. The author has captured the essence 

of Christie's writing both in style and ingenuity. There is a hint that this 

could be the first in a series - I do hope so. 

 

Clare Wilkins  

This is definitely not cosy detective fiction. A must-read for fans of 

crime fiction and a fantastically gripping start to a new series.   

Agatha Christie, the world-famous author of crime fiction has gone missing and 

as the police, the press and her family try to work out the mystery of her 

disappearance Mrs Christie is drawn into a treacherous and deadly game. 

Evil Dr Kurs has been treating Christie’s nemesis, her husband’s mistress Nancy 

Neele and he uses his new-found knowledge to blackmail Mrs Christie. 

Threatening her beloved daughter, Rosalind and promising to ruin her 

reputation he forces Christie to use her crime-writing expertise in a plot to kill 

his wife.  

Using her knowledge of poisons gained through her work as VAD during the 

war and a keen personal and professional interest Christie concocts an 

audacious plan to fake Kurs’ wife Flora’s death. Although perilous, her plan 



 

works but as Kurs closes in brave Flora makes a drastic decision to end the 

doctor’s reign of terror once and for all.  

Cleverly using some real-life characters and settings the author weaves a 

gripping tale of blackmail and murder. The many authentic Christie references 

will appeal to her fans but there is plenty to fascinate those new to her work. I 

found parts of the story a little implausible but there are several deaths, one 

particularly shocking and unexpected and this helped to maintain the tension 

throughout. This is definitely not cosy detective fiction, Dr Kurs is truly sinister 

and Christie faces numerous moral dilemmas. A must-read for fans of crime 

fiction and a fantastically gripping start to a new series.  

 

Glenda Worth  

‘A Talent for Murder’ is an interesting take on where Agatha Christie 

disappeared to in 1926 for 10 days. Although fiction, there are elements of the 

actual happenings included. A brilliant read!  

 Andrew Wilson took the facts and invented story around them involving 

blackmail and murder. Agatha has to use all her knowledge and cleverness to 

outwit Dr Kurs. As the story evolves the knowledge of her husband’s affair and 

the fallout from that add to Agatha's misery, not knowing which way to turn. 

A well written and almost believable tale with many twists and turns along the 

way, Andrew Wilson has us in the palm of his hand wanting to know more 

about Agatha's frame of mind, could she do as Dr Kurs suggests and commit a 

murder herself, or will she escape his evil clutches without her daughter being 

harmed, which has been threatened in no uncertain terms. 

The descriptions of the police searches done at the time with a local ‘bobbie’ out 

of his depth and dependant on his bottle of whisky adds a realistic tone to the 

novel, the local area being described vividly along with all the items found. 

The research Mr Wilson must have done to write such a tale is 

amazing and I enjoyed his 'take' on where Agatha Christie 

disappeared to all those years ago. 

 

Peter Mynehan  

Excellent book. A must for all crime novel fans. 

An enjoyable and easy-going read about one of the nation's most loved and 

certainly most famous crime novelists in what was clearly a most turbulent 



 

chapter in her life 

The book reads almost as a biography charting the life of Agatha Christie, but 

Andrew Wilson cleverly combines fact with fiction to produce a story in which 

Agatha becomes a central character in what one may be forgiven for thinking is 

one of her own storylines.  

 

Ffion Evans 

A perfect must-read for any of her fans, or even anyone who enjoys a 

crime/mystery novel. Filled with mystery and murder.  

A gripping tale that you will be unable to put down. I thoroughly enjoyed the 

different perspectives from the various characters on the events and it always 

left me wondering what was going to happen next. The story is an intricate web 

of murder, mystery and suspense. Whilst absorbed in the book, you forget that 

it happened and it is not a great work of fiction.  I was unable to put the book 

aside, I devoured it in one sitting and once I placed the book on my bookshelf, I 

still could not shake it from my mind. It has an ability to lurk in your thoughts 

and keep you wondering over it for a long time afterwards. 

If only at the end there was an entry by Agatha Christie, showing her own 

thoughts on what happened, or the other characters in the story. A whole book 

could be dedicated to Dr Kurs alone. The novel shows a different side to the 

famous writer and how she is so much more than her novels.  

You can follow ffion on Twitter: @FfionJEvans 

  

Phylippa Smithson 

A most creative fictional account of the days Agatha Christie spent 

when she suddenly disappeared at the height of her fame – 

wonderful darkly twisting thriller.  

Right from the opening pages I was hooked – was she pushed when the rapidly 

approaching underground train heads into the station, or was it simply a case 

of the heat and her tiredness causing her momentary loss of stability?  And from 

there the story flows as the #1 crime writer of the time, is forced to actively live 

what she writes on her own fiction albeit arguably this has more depth than 

much of Christie’s ‘cosy’ detective offerings. 

Involving betrayal, blackmail and murder, Wilson brings to the book shelves a 

compulsive story full of red herrings, real life characterisation, and a style of 



 

writing which uniquely combines the first and 3rd person perspective.   

Highly recommended. 

 

Sabine Little  

This book artfully mixes history and fiction - I thoroughly enjoyed it.  

The disappearance of Agatha Christie has always been a rather intriguing 

mystery, and the premise behind Wilson's novel is to fill in this gap in history 

with a tale of murder and intrigue. While I had known about Christie's 

disappearance, I made a point of not looking up the details before reading the 

book; however, the facts at the end of the book and some independent research 

made me appreciate the work even more. The fact that Wilson typically writes 

biographies is clear from the attention to detail throughout. His novel artfully 

mixes history and fiction, and if certain aspects seem, at times, slightly far-

fetched, it is usually because the historical details are no less bizarre. I 

thoroughly enjoyed this book, it is almost a shame that no other famous writers 

mysteriously disappeared, because I would have quite liked to read Wilson's 

take on them, too. Having said that, this is the first in a series, and as such, it is 

very promising indeed. 

  

Teresa O'Halloran 

A very interesting theory on Agatha Christie's missing days, put 

forward by author Andrew Wilson, makes for gripping reading and 

has renewed my interest in the queen of crime fiction.  

In 1926 the crime novelist Agatha Christie disappeared for ten days under 

mysterious circumstances. Under considerable strain following the death of her 

mother and after discovering her husband was having an affair, many 

suspected the worst. The police conducted a missing persons investigation, and 

Agatha turned up eleven days later staying in a hotel under an assumed name. 

While her disappearance was attributed to a mental breakdown, Agatha herself 

refused to discuss the matter, leading to much speculation about what happened 

and many people at the time and since have put forward theories of their own. 

This book is Andrew Wilsons interpretation of what happened to cause Agatha 

to disappear.  

This was a really good read especially for fans of Agatha Christie and even 

those who have never read her books. I have read just a couple of Agatha 

Christie's books and that was many years ago, but I thought this book was very 



 

enjoyable. If I have any problem with the book, it's a small one, but i'm a bit 

reluctant to read fictional accounts of real people’s lives. I do have some qualms 

over putting words and actions into the lives of people who really lived. It is a 

huge responsibility, and one which Andrew Wilson has taken on and done well. 

I hope the Queen of crime fiction would agree with me.  

https://hungryforbooks2read.blogspot.ie/ 

 

Sandra Rabiasz  

Very readable, very atmospheric.  

What could possibly have happened to Agatha Christie when she went missing 

for eleven days in December 1926? It seems Mrs Christie was, in fact,  being 

blackmailed by the sinister Dr Kurs - a  ruthless admirer of her work who was 

determined she use her criminal imagination to commit murder for him. 

Having recently lost her dearly loved mother and learnt of her husband's 

infidelity she is particularly vulnerable to coercion and agrees to disappear as 

part of the doctor's fiendish plot! The main narrator is Agatha Christie but, 

showing us how the world at large reacts to her strange disappearance, the 

story is also told by two other characters. Superintendent Kenwood - the senior 

policeman in charge of the manhunt for the famous author who is under 

mounting pressure for results and Una Crowe - a very well connected young 

woman who, for reasons of her own, decides to pursue a little amateur 

journalism.  

This is a really readable story which very successfully conveys an upper middle 

class, 1920's atmosphere full of decent chaps and ladies who carry clean 

handkerchiefs rubbing shoulders with a darkly criminal world. Although the 

plot may be quite straightforward it really feels like a book of its time. 

 

Cleo Bannister  

A brilliant premise executed with aplomb in a book that features The 

Queen of Crime and the creepiest of villains!  

Andrew Wilson has come up with a brilliant premise for this novel based on 

Agatha Christie’s disappearance in December 1926 and executed it with 

aplomb! 

It is all too easy for these types of books, of which I’ve read a few, to come across 

as cheesy, perhaps because the author imagines that what we know about the 



 

famous person concerned will hold our interest through sketchy 

characterisation. Happily Andrew Wilson has created his Agatha Christie as a 

strong, intelligent woman, a woman full of the subtle character trails. We see a 

woman who has found herself backed into a corner as she tries desperately to 

protect her errant husband, she still loves him dearly, and her young daughter. 

The bad guy is one of the creepiest protagonists of all time and he is sure he’s 

outwitted Agatha but is he right? 

Not only do we have some fab characters that could have stepped from one of 

her own novels, we are exposed to her knowledge of poisons the settings used 

are the perfect backdrop to this dark yet utterly enjoyable novel.  

With sublime plotting to seal the deal ‘A Talent For Murder’ gets the thumbs up 

from this reader.  

http://cleopatralovesbooks.wordpress.com  

 

Adrienne Kinsella 

This mystery thriller is an intriguing read, based on the author's 

imagining of what may have happened to Agatha Christie, when she 

disappeared for ten days in December 1926. Fictional yet plausible.  

Following an incident on the underground, Christie finds herself the victim of 

blackmail at the hands of a contemptible man called Dr. Patrick Kurs, who is 

cunning and manipulative and will resort to murder if necessary, in order to 

achieve his ends. He has studied Christie and her mystery crime books intently. 

He has selected her to murder his wife, in particular because of her knowledge 

of poisions. He threatens to expose her husband's affair, which would have been 

socially disastrous in the 1920s. The Christie portrayed in this book is quite 

emotionally unstable after the death of her mother and learning that her 

husband was not faithful to her and we are given an interesting insight into her 

personal life. Christie has to use all of her ingenuity and knowledge of the 

criminal mind to try and outsmart Kurs. Meanwhile her family and the police 

are left to speculate what may have happened to her. There are lots of 

interesting characters in the book, all tied up in the twists and turns of the story 

and it all leads to a fascinating conclusion. Definitely a must read for Agatha 

Christie fans and for those who enjoy an absorbing mystery. 

  

Jocelyn F Garvey  

Andrew Wilson has researched this incident and come up with his 



 

own ingenious idea on what happened. A plot worthy of the great 

detective story writer herself.  

In 1926, the famous author Agatha Christie disappeared. It was thought 

variously that she had committed suicide, run off with someone or been 

murdered. She reappeared in Harrogate weeks later with no plausible 

explanation. 

Agatha Christie is deeply unhappy. She knows that her husband is having an 

affair which may be about to become public. She is an intensely private person 

and religious. She would hate any publicity of this sort. 

She is approached by a Dr. Kurs who seems to know all about his affair and 

tries to blackmail her into committing murder for him in return for his silence 

about the affair. 

She doesn’t know which way to turn and does what he asks. How can she keep 

him quiet and not hurt anyone. 

It takes all her ingenuity and that of the author to put together this gripping 

story that uses all he knows about Mrs Christie to make this a satisfying 

mystery. 

 

Rachael Anderson  

Andrew Wilson creates a captivating and ingenious story to explain the 

mystery of Agatha Christie’s disappearance in 1920s England.  ‘A Talent For 

Murder’ tries to explain why Agatha Christie disappeared in 1920s for a period 

of ten days. Before the character of Agatha goes missing, Wilson has her 

encounter a mysterious and menacing Dr Kurs. The action of the novel centres 

around Kurs’ attempt to blackmail Agatha into committing murder. 

The novel is predominately seen through Agatha’s eyes. Christie, one of the most 

well-known criminal writers, is given a shrewd, complex yet almost 

conservative mind. More or less, the type of mind that most readers would 

expect her to have when she was actually alive. Wilson has been very careful in 

his research regarding Christie and how the press reported her disappearance. 

He attempts, mostly successfully, to write in a similar style to Christie, yet the 

novel itself is somewhat darker and the villain more sadistic that what we see in 

Christie’s work. 

A definite page turner. I found it to be totally engrossing. A great 

start to a new series. I am looking forward to seeing it on television 

in the near future. 


