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Nikki Whitmore  

What's the next level up from page 

turner? Because whatever it is, this 

is it. 

It started with a phone call... 

10 years ago Nicolette Farrell's best friend, 

Corinne disappeared. The resulting 

investigation tore the town of Cooley Ridge 

apart and Nicolette fled to start a new life 

anywhere but there. Now 28, and with her 

father suffering from dementia, she 

returns home to help her brother sort out 

his affairs. But what her brother doesn't 

know is that their father sent her a letter; a 

letter that says he needs to talk, a letter 

that says he 'saw that girl'. As secrets are 

revealed and old wounds reopened, 

another girl goes missing, but who is to blame? And what did happen to Corinne 

all those years ago?  

The most amazing thing about this novel is that it's told back to front, something 

I don't think I've ever experienced before. It's not skipping between timelines, it 

literally counts the days back to the second girl's disappearance and it works 

brilliantly. I loved the format and it was very skilfully handled by Megan 

Miranda. Great characters and great writing too. I almost wish I could go back 

to the start - or should that be the end?  

You can follow Nikki on Twitter: @njwhitters  

 

 



 

Cathy Petersen  

A clever thriller where nothing in the past stays buried and nothing 

is quite how you remember it.  

This is one of the better debut novels I have read in a while. With a clever 

premise, excellent characters and a skilful handling of the plot, I found this a 

very absorbing read. The bulk of the plot takes place in reverse; you know 

almost the last scene then work backwards to the start where practically all 

becomes clear. Initially I wasn’t sure about this, it feels very gimmicky initially 

and in parts fragmented but as you progress you can see where the author’s 

going with it and it does work. There are elements that are predictable in many 

ways, a couple of the relationships for example, but I didn’t find this detracted 

from the whole. The resolution was both convincing and satisfactory and I 

enjoyed the setting very much. The woods of Virginia are a character in their 

own right and you do get a feel for how small US towns work. Overall, 

enjoyable and I’ll be looking out for more by this author. 

You can follow Cathy on Twitter: @Cerysthepup   

 

Marjorie Lacy  

When I first saw it, I like the look of the book. When it arrived for me to review 

it, I liked it even better. It is a good looking book. 

The writing style was easy and in the first person, the chapters were short and 

kept you turning the pages. 

The story was unique in that it was told in a different way. About a group of 

children from a farming community in America. Where the land of one family 

runs into the land of another of the friends. As they grow up, they all fall in and 

out of love/friendships, so interwoven and tied up in each other, that is when the 

confrontations and dangers step in and their quiet country lifestyle changes. 

Two of the girls are murdered ten years apart, any one of the group could have 

done it! But which one? A few 'outsiders' come in to thicken the plot. 

A brilliant read. I shall be looking for more books by Megan. 

 

Stephanie Harding  

Nicolette returns home to Cooley Ridge (her home town) to help her brother sell 

the family home as her Father is suffering from dementia and now needs to be 

in residential care. 



 

However, she left under quite a cloud, her best friend went missing never to be 

found just before she left.  Going home opens up a lot of old wounds. When a 

body is never found local people come to their own conclusions. Then another 

girl goes missing. At the same time her Father is saying strange things about 

‘seeing a girl’. Is it the same girl or the one that went missing years ago? Does 

he know something about either disappearance or is it just yet another 

coincidence? 

This one will really keep you guessing until the very end pages. Not 

just a ‘Who Dunnit’ but also a ‘How and Why dunnit’.  

 

Emily Wright 

A tight-knit community, deeply rooted secrets and insightful twists 

combine to create an addictive psychological thriller overflowing 

with the all-consuming power of teenage friendships. 

Corinne went missing ten years ago. Her friend Nicolette, keen to distance 

herself, fled their home town of Cooley Ridge shortly afterwards. However, the 

community left behind has been paying its’ debts ever since. When Nicolette 

returns home she is pulled back into relationships that were formed years ago, 

forged in the passion of adolescence and intensified after Corinne’s 

disappearance. These bonds are tested again, when another woman 

disappears… 

‘All the Missing Girls’ is told retrospectively, with the main narrative starting 

after Nicolette returns home and working backwards. Once I got used to the 

structure I was completely hooked. The author leaves a tantalizing trail of 

information. References may not make sense at first, but as you read more, 

back to the preceding days, a coherent picture develops.  

Megan Miranda’s previous novels are in the Young Adult genre and she is 

skillful at capturing the heady influence of adolescent female friendship. The 

characters are now adult, but by setting the book in Nicolette’s hometown, the 

protagonists are pulled back into the vortex of previous emotions and 

motivations. 

Cooley Ridge is claustrophobic and insular; a place where a person’s past is also 

their future and loyalties are held for lifetimes. Nicolette’s desire to break free is 

offset by the knowledge that our truest selves will always pull us back to the 

place we grew up in. 

 



 

Phylippa Smithson 

Not one to read if you have not got time to get through it in one but if 

you can, it’s definitely a great mysteriously intriguing story. 

Nicolette (Nic) is forced to return home to provide practical support to her 

brother as their Father is in need of money to continue to finance the home for 

the elderly with dementia he is now forced to live in.  The money can only be 

raised by selling the family home.  So she leaves her fiancé and adopted 

Philadelphia for the world of backwater Virginia and all the memories which 

had led her to flee nearly 10 years previously come flooding back. 

But her focus on doing up the family home to sell it is deflected by her sudden 

realisation that she cannot ever leave her past behind without confronting the 

truth of what occurred all those years ago.  What did happened to her 18 year 

old best friend Corinne on the night she disappeared and why had her father, 

unawares of the intention to sell the home, written her a note stating ‘I need to 

talk to you.  That girl.  I saw that girl.’  

And then another girl disappears without a trace.  Is this a coincidence or are 

the two disappearances related? 

Reliving the memories of the book reminds me it really is quality.  My challenge 

at times, however, was trying to follow a plot that was written backwards i.e. 

day 15 to day 1.  Not easy but this is a great and fascinating insight into a world 

that forces you to question, what would you have done in the same situation? 

 

 

 


