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Carolyn Huckfield  

The most current and relevant story I 

have read in a long time. Finally a 

story that leads to figures in positions 

of power no longer being untouchable. 

Brilliantly told and well-paced this is a story 

that is very relevant today. We have James, 

a politician who abuses women, but doesn’t 

see that he is doing anything wrong. His 

history is one of privilege. As an Oxford 

scholar he joins an elite club that supports 

him in his political aspirations. His best 

friend is now the Prime Minister but there is 

a secret that could bring them both down. 

His wife Sophie was also at Oxford with him 

together with a young working class girl 

who suffers rape by him. She never reports it 

but does become a barrister who specialises in sex abuse cases. There is 

courtroom drama but it is when Sophie finally speaks to journalists that 

everything implodes for James and we know the truth will finally come to light. 

Told by the various characters involved in the events, the story leads to figures 

in positions of power no longer being untouchable when the women they abused 

speak out. 

 

Maz Tucker  

Having been given this book free to review I was looking forward to reading 

this. I have never read any of this author’s work and really enjoyed this book. 

You see the trial from two angles the prosecutor and the defendant’s wife. It 



 

jumps back and forth in time for the characters days at oxfords where they all 

meet and the time of the trial.  

Really well written and a great look at our modern legal system. 

 

Nicola Edwards  

A suspenseful legal thriller that will keep you hooked until the end!   

This novel is focused on the elite, privileged students at Oxford University, both 

at the time of them being at university in 1993 and then the present day in 2017. 

Two stories are interwoven, that of Kate Woodcroft now a successful lawyer 

and MP James Whitehouse and his wife, Sophie. 

The scandal involves James and a junior researcher in his office who accuses 

him of rape. What follows is the court case and how each character deal with 

both situation and the aftermath. It covers many topics such as marriage, rape, 

the class and judicial system and of course, scandal.  

It is an interesting, thought-provoking and suspenseful book, which is unlike 

anything I have read before. There is quite a lot of description, which at times I 

felt was too much, but then at other times worked really well.  

If you are looking for a legal thriller with a difference, I would highly 

recommend this book!   

 

Linde Merrick  

What an amazingly gripping novel Sarah Vaughan has written in 

‘Anatomy of a Scandal’! I found myself totally caught up in this 

psychological drama and found it impossible to put down. This 

absorbing, tensely constructed story tackles an important area of modern life 

and gives a dramatic and clear insight into the workings of the adversarial 

British trial system, showing how justice is not always achieved. The voices of 

the two main female characters, Sophie and Kate, are skilfully interwoven to 

heighten the tension surrounding their lives, both during their time as 

undergraduates at Oxford and later during the trial of Sophie’s MP husband 

and fellow Oxford graduate, James.  ‘Anatomy of a Scandal’ examines the 

devastating and destructive effect of a charismatic, narcissistic man on the lives 

of three women and gives great insights into the thoughts, motivation and 

feelings of the main characters. It should be required reading for everyone with 

an interest in interplay of men and women from different social classes and the 



 

psychology of people’s sense of privilege and entitlement.  

 

Dana Captainino  

This is a well-paced legal thriller which could transfer straightaway 

to the screen and almost feels like it has been written for that 

purpose.   

It all feels a bit close to home to be comfortable but with the current concern 

over sexual abuse and its cover up being embedded in various 'systems' across 

different aspects of society both here and abroad - Anatomy of a Scandal is a 

timely tale featuring the lives of a group of people who studied at Oxford in the 

early 1990s. 

The novel centres on the trial of James Whitehouse, an eminent politician and 

friend of the Prime Minister who is accused of raping his parliamentary 

assistant Olivia Lytton.  This is a high profile case and whilst Sophie is sure her 

husband is innocent, the prosecuting barrister Kate is clear where she stands. 

There is no way that she will let him get away with it.  

The story flits between 1992 Oxford University and the court case in 2016. The 

young James and his friends belonged to The Libertines, a bullish group of 

privileged and shockingly wanton young men whose behaviour mirrors that of 

similar 'clubs' in real life. None of the cast are particularly attractive and many 

are worse.   

It all feels a bit close to home to be comfortable but makes for interesting and 

somewhat voyeuristic reading. 

 

Adrienne Kinsella 

A gripping thriller, filled with suspense, in which a cleverly woven 

plot focused on the privileged elite of English society, builds to a 

fascinating courtroom drama and ends with a cunning twist.  

‘Anatomy of a Scandal’ is a compelling book that you want to keep reading right 

to the end. We are slowly introduced to each character and gradually the plot 

reveals how each one is linked to the central character, James Whitehouse, a 

Junior Minister in the British government and close friend of the Prime 

Minister. He is married to Sophie, whose world comes crashing down, when 

James is accused of raping a woman who worked in his department. Strong 

doubts start creeping into Sophie's mind during the trial. Is her husband the 



 

honest, caring man he portrays or is there a darker side to him? The 

prosecuting barrister, Kate, added another exciting twist to the story and you 

were really hoping that things would work out for her.  

 

Lesley Hart  

I really enjoyed this legal psychological thriller, following the rape 

trial of a junior government aid and perpetrated in the Houses of 

Parliament.  

The conflict that the prosecution solicitor goes through, as the case builds, is 

handled well and is very believable - particularly as her personal link to the 

defendant unfolds. This link adds another element of conflict and leaves the 

reader on the edge of their seat.  

Empathy for characters is well-developed and the story continues to develop 

after the case is concluded, which allows for a new and unexpected story arc. 

The conclusion is hinted at, but handled in an unexpected manner and the 

narrative and pace make for a gripping story. 

I thoroughly recommend this book. 

 

Les Wood 

If you like political intrigue and long for a politicians downfall (or 

not) this is the one for you.  

Whilst this story is well written the whole premise of the book I feel is laboured 

and verges on the unbelievable in terms of links, coincidences and the actions of 

the main protagonists. 

Its subject is very topical and one can put real names to some of the characters 

actions and links which, whilst they relate to quite recent events, are already old 

news and therefore don't have any shock value. Recently similar books have 

been published which is not good for this one as this theme/genre does not have 

the legs to run as others may. Read it and be prepared to accept tenuous links 

and coincidences. 

 

Rebecca Cockeram  

Timely thriller about accusations of rape and if we really know a 

person we’ve lived with for years. However I didn’t like any 



 

character and really didn’t care enough in the end.   

Sarah’s husband, James is accused of rape and she’s certain he’s innocent or at 

least hopes he is. Kate is the barrister determines to see justice being done.  

I really couldn’t get into this book. I didn’t care. Didn’t care about the 

characters, the story and I really struggled to get through it. It just wasn’t really 

my cup of tea.  

I feel bad because I wanted to enjoy it and I did like the opening chapter. I 

enjoyed the descriptions and they expertly painted the scene for me. But I 

quickly lost interest. 

 

 


