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Elisabeth Thomas 

An amazing story of love, loyalty, 

hope and family. This is a book that 

everyone who has a family will be 

able to relate to.  

Coco and Cassie are sisters. Two very 

different people they have one thing in 

common, one night when they were very 

young their mother left them and never 

returned. Even so, after being raised by 

their Grandmother Pearl, the girls have 

done well for themselves; Coco runs a 

vintage dress shop and is still looking for 

‘Mr Right’ whereas Cassie has a husband, 

family, a demanding job and an even more 

demanding mother in law. As family 

loyalties threaten to tear Cassie’s family 

apart, Coco has her own challenges to face. 

As a reader I immediately took to the warm believable characters created by 

Cathy Kelly and could relate to their problems without any difficulty.  

An amazing story of family relationships, hope,  love and loyalty, ‘Between 

Sisters’ has moments of sadness, humour and joy  but most importantly, this is a 

book that everyone who has a family will be able to relate to. 

Follow Elisabeth on Twitter: @ListheBookworm 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Wow, this book was beautiful! Two sisters’ perfect story and it was 

emotional in so many places but also made me laugh a lot too!!   



 

Cassie spends all day everyday trying to be perfect but still she feels she is 

getting it wrong. Coco her sister adores running her vintage dress shop, it was 

her dream job. Both of their lives are bursting full, so why do they both still feel 

something is missing!! Fate still as a few surprises in store for them!!   

 

Ann Peet  

Warm, enjoyable story with a great cast of believable characters.  

Cathy Kelly is great at exploring dilemmas of modern life by creating a cast of 

warm, believable characters and showing us how they deal with situations. In 

this novel Cassie and Coco are sisters who were abandoned by their mother 

when they were small. Cassie tries to cope with a demanding job, teenage 

daughters and her mother-in-law while Coco runs a vintage dress shop but is 

wary of commitment. For both, their early experience has affected the way they 

behave now. 

There are a lot of interesting characters and Cathy Kelly explores many types of 

relationships, mainly of mothers and daughters but also showing the 

importance of the bonds between sisters and friends. 

It is a heart-warming, feel-good novel. No great surprises but full of Irish 

warmth, well written and with some underlying important themes. 

 

Sue Burton  

A book about family, loyalties, love laughter and most importantly finding 

happiness. Cassie and Coco are sisters but have totally different personalities 

but what shines through are the closeness that sisters have when something 

happens during the course of their life.  The whole book is based on family, its 

values and good old fashioned writing.  This is a typical feel good Cathy 

Kelly read, she never disappoints.  

 

Janet Gilliard   

Another excellent novel by Cathy Kelly.  

Cassie and Coco are sisters living very different lives. Left by their mother Elsa 

they are raised by Pearl, their grandmother. The relationship between the 

members of the family makes a heart-warming read. This is Cathy Kelly at 

her best.   



 

Angela Rhodes  

Cassie and Coco are sisters, both doing well. Cassie is happily married, with two 

daughters and a good job, Coco has her own vintage dress shop and a terrible 

love life. Both sisters are missing someone from their lives, the one thing every 

girl needs a mother, their mother left one day, while they were both children, 

and never came back.  

Living with their dad and "Grammy" Pearl, the girls grow up happy and loved, 

of that there is no doubt, but both Cassie and Coco often wonder where their 

mother went and life sometimes throws people, answers and more questions 

into the lives of those walking that path. Once again Cathy has written a 

story that is bursting with characters you wished lived near you, 

sometimes tears but as always lots of laughter. A perfect autumn 

read.  

 

Edel Waugh  

The setting of this story is Dublin and it tells the tale of two sisters who are 

being brought up by their grandmother after their mother abandons them. 

Cassie and Coco are incredibly close to each other and to their grandmother 

Pearl who took such good care of them, but now they are adults there are 

struggling with problems in their own lives. Cassie has a shaky marriage and 

trouble with in laws from hell and Coco has a lost love she never got over. Both 

struggle with fear of being abandoned as adults so they push people away that 

they love the most. The story shows us that the fears we have as children stay 

with us unless we deal with them. Lovely characters and a great plot. A 

most read for all Cathy Kelly fans, she does not disappoint! 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.co.uk/ 

   

Jan Kirkcaldy  

Coco and Cassie, the sisters in the title are fairly typical of her usual almost cosy 

Irish characters. Several contrasting but linked storylines make it an enjoyable 

read.  Plenty of people and events make you want to learn more about them 

which keeps your interest throughout. Although the outcome may be fairly 

predictable there is much to commend it throughout. With its feel good 

factor it’s something to immerse yourself in when you want to 

escape after a busy day.  At least with her tales you know what you’re 

getting which can be a very good thing.  Fans will love it.   



 

Wendy Stubbs  

Cathy Kelly never fails to deliver. You will be hooked from the first 

page, there will tears, laughter and dismay. Or was that just me! Read 

and enjoy. Cathy Kelly books are always captivating, never fail to disappoint 

and are full to the brim with interesting characters.  ‘Between Sisters’ is 

certainly no exception. 

I was drawn in to the story from the first page.  The prologue was intriguing 

and at first I could not see how it would fit in to the story, but it very quickly 

became clear. 

The bond between sisters is a strong one, a close family albeit without a mother 

is difficult.  But as the story unfolds, it becomes clear that the past was not as 

seemed. 

Family similarities and surprising events at every turn, mean that the past 

gradually comes back to haunt the sisters. 

Through sheer determination and a rocky road along the way, a happy ending 

is in sight. 

I am not revealing any insight to the story, as it would spoil the pleasure and 

delight in uncovering the plot. 

Just make sure you have tissues, time and enjoy the ride.  I certainly 

did.  

 

Jacki Moorcroft  

Cathy Kelly weaves a fascinating tale of life, love and laughter. The 

book resonates warmth and humour and is a thoroughly enjoyable 

read. A beautifully written tale of the love and heartache of two sisters, Cassie 

& Coco now two successful women, who were abandoned by their mother when 

they were young.  

Cassie, now a mother of two young girls herself, tries her hardest to be the 

perfect mother and wife, but her abandonment by the mother she fearlessly 

loved lies deep within and constantly pushes into her thoughts. 

Coco, who cannot remember her mother, has commitment issues and fears 

being left. 

Pearl, their devoted grandmother is loved dearly by the girls whom she raised, 

but she too is haunted by the day the girl’s mother left and her role in it. And 

Elsa a daytime TV star who has been hiding her own past and fears it will be 



 

exposed. 

Cathy Kelly weaves a fascinating tale of life, love and laughter. The book 

resonates warmth and humour and is a thoroughly enjoyable read. 

You can follow Jackie on Twitter @moorcoftjacki 

 

Beryl White  

Sorry - I found it disappointing and fairly predictable. I have always 

loved Cathy Kelly's books and was delighted to be given the opportunity to 

review her latest novel. 

However, I have to say that I was fairly disappointed this time. I found it to be 

quite drawn out and had difficulty ""getting into"" it. The characters were quite 

irritating at times especially Cassie.  

Perhaps I wasn't in the right frame of mind for it but I certainly didn't feel that I 

couldn't wait to read more, in fact it was more a case of I couldn't wait to finish 

it. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

This is a typical Cathy Kelly – she’s at her best. 

She has some really warm characters in it but, believably, some veritable 

dragons too.  And overall some funny, messed-up people who are neither 

extreme. 

Cassie has the boss from hell and the mother in law from nearby.  Pearl is so 

lovely she’s part saint and part shockingly human.  Coco is almost stickily sweet 

but with a healthy dose of believability mixed in. Add to this a dash of 

unfortunate circumstances and accumulating tensions and misunderstandings 

and it becomes a stew of chaos rather than the Shangri la that Delaney Gardens 

could be.  But with Daisy, Fluffikins and then Apricot around life isn’t as barren 

as it might be. 

It’s really enjoyable, because had an older style of novel conveyed this lovely 

tale I think I would have been too cynical not to criticize, but CK has dealt with 

the nitty gritty too.  After all, with addiction, marriage break up and two life 

threatening illnesses included it is all too lifelike. 

 

 



 

Yvonne Richardson  

This is the first time I have read anything by Cathy Kelly and it won't be my 

last.  I found it a little slow to start with but once I got into it I found it flowed 

beautifully.  The daily personal struggles that Pearl, Cassie and Coco were 

engaging and heart felt. A heart-warming read that I have 

recommended to several friends. Well worth reading.    

  

  

 

 

 


