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Phylippa Smithson  

Totally captivated from the very first 

page of this crime thriller – but no 

surprises there as the author and his 

character Rebus are top of the 

premier league in their genre.  

The irascible Rebus is in fine form and 

whilst all of the currently 19 books in the 

series can be read stand alone, Rankin also 

ensures his faithful followers are given 

glimpses of previous misdemeanours, plots 

and experiences of his beloved character.  

So we are back witnessing Rebus trying to 

yet again defend his reputation this time 

against a claim of taking back handers.  He 

is again trying to track down the culprit of 

a brutal series of murders with potential 

links to the Glasgow crime lords.  And he is once again doing it in his own style, 

much to the anguish, annoyance and frustrations of those around him – notably 

his superiors.  

Whilst ‘Black and Blue’ runs to a little under 500 pages, I read it in just 2 days.  

Its dark, it captures the seedy life of Scottish back street crime and yet it is not at 

all depressing or a gloomy read.  I just love Rankin’s writing style and to me, 

Rebus is a living, breathing man who would definitely be on my list of people 

with whom I would love to have dinner – and one or 5 wee drammies. 

 

Angela Rhodes  

Scotland 1960 and serial killer Bible John, he murdered three women, and took 

three souvenirs.   Time has passed, thirty years to be exact, and there is a 



 

copycat at work, who is dubbed Johnny Bible.  

DI John Rebus, has his own ways of getting to the truth, and yes 

they are a little unconventional, but he gets the job done. It's his 

unconventional ways that have got him removed from one inquiry and sent to 

investigate the death of an off duty oilman. To his delight and the horror of his 

bosses, it’s this investigation that leads him to the Johnny Bible killings. 

Rebus is methodical in that he will do whatever he has to, to stop Johnny Bible 

from killing again, even if it means losing his life! 

 

Clare Topping   

Inspector Rebus is under investigation and under siege by the Press.  

Meanwhile he has to investigate the mysterious death of an oil worker found 

impaled on railings in a part of Edinburgh a long way both literally and 

figuratively from the his home.  Not sure who he can trust, John Rebus travels 

to Glasgow, Aberdeen and Shetland trying to find the reason for the suspicious 

death.  At the same time a serial killer, Johnny Bible, is on the loose - modelling 

himself on the sixties killer Bible John who was never caught.  Encountering 

police corruption, organised crime and a couple more bodies along the way, DI 

Rebus attempts to untangle the web of bodies whilst dodging the press, his 

memories of past cases and his commanding officers. 

This is the first time I have read an Ian Rankin novel, but it won’t be the last.  

Good old-fashioned crime writing with none of the sensationalism often found 

in today’s detective fiction - although this was written 20 years ago, so I will be 

interested to see if this has changed with more recent novels by the same author.   

Police inspectors following a trail of clues, battling against the odds (and drink), 

but still being likeable - with a story cleverly weaving several murders together, 

what more can you ask for.  I finished this book in less than two days 

and will now be endeavouring to read all of the Inspector Rebus 

novels from the beginning. 

 

Les Wood  

Rebus is downgraded, assigned to a worse area and dogged by the 

past and present. But remember this is Rebus so we are in safe hands 

when it comes to him resolving all in his usual inimitable manner.  

Well. Rebus is in trouble yet again. Not only does an old case, and history in 



 

general, catch up with him but he is surrounded, and almost swamped by, 

deceit, corruption, back stabbing and temptation. When it comes to drink the 

flesh is always weak. I'm not going to expand on the story but, suffice to say it's 

a mixture of the past rearing it's ugly head with the case being as confusing and 

convoluted as ever as the present is a copy of the past. Or is it? It's worth finding 

out so go with it, it's a rollercoaster ride, hang on tight!   

 

Ed Robson  

‘Black and Blue’ is an Inspector Rebus novel by Ian Rankin – which is all you 

really need to know. 

Being new to Rankin and Inspector Rebus, I started the book with high 

expectations but was left feeling slightly underwhelmed. Rankin is 

incredibly popular and if you enjoy British crime fiction you can 

safely add this to your reading list. Much has been made of Rebus as a 

character – but how many other fictional policemen have been created who 

have a shady past, a disastrous personal life and a drink problem? Other 

characters within the novel are not well drawn, the dialogue is often clumsy and 

the narrative is cluttered with a lot of unnecessary detail that cries out to be 

edited. Rankin also has a habit of shoehorning in references to popular songs – 

seemingly for the sake of it - that add nothing to the story. 

What saves ‘Black and Blue’ is the plot – four stories interwoven skilfully, with a 

tempo that rises in the last 100 pages to create a real sense of urgency. The 

story also takes you from Edinburgh to Glasgow to the Shetlands, with Rebus 

finding corruption everywhere he sets foot. The story also has loose ends which 

are presumably picked up in subsequent Rebus novels. To paraphrase Rankin's 

beloved Rolling Stones: it's only crime fiction but I quite liked it – just not half as 

much as I was expecting to. 

 

Humaira Kauser  

So I'm a fairly new fan of Ian Rankin. I can't believe I've never read anything by 

him. ‘Black and Blue’ kept me on the edge of me seat, biting my nails 

and trying to figure out the Johnny Bible killings. It's my life goal to 

read as many of Inspector Rebus novels as I can.  

 

 



 

Victoria Emerson 

The is the first Inspector Rebus book I have ever read and I 

absolutely loved it. 

A complex thriller which follows Rebus around Scotland trying to solve four 

intertwined cases. It was a slow burn for me at the beginning but by chapter 5 I 

was hooked.  I'm now reading book one in the series and intend to read 

them all. 

 

Glenda Worth  

Complicated, in depth writing with a great storyline which divides, 

separates and comes back together, Rebus trying to solve a case 

while fighting his own demons.  

‘Black and Blue’ is another complicated, in depth novel from Ian Rankin. A good 

standalone book although there are references to Knots and Crosses but nothing 

is given away. 

Inspector Rebus is the main character in the book and is portrayed as a man of 

great character with flaws that affect his day to day performance such as his 

love for alcohol and cigarettes. He has relationship problems and spends a lot of 

time alone. 

The novel portrays Scottish politics and social climate in a realistic way 

showing the 'underworld' of Edinburgh and Glasgow. In contrast his 

descriptions of Shetland and the oil rigs make then come alive in a desolate and 

wild way. 

Investigating the Johnny Bible killings and having to go back to the Bible John 

killings 30 years before which Rebus shows the similarities between the two 

cases. 

Add to that trying to clear his own name and that of his colleague plus up 

against some 'bent' coppers, Rebus has a hard time. Add to that being babysat 

by Jack Morton to make sure he toes the line, he has a lot to contend with 

Fast moving, full of content, some humorous, some agonising makes this novel 

one of his best, I look forward to reading more Rebus novels. 

  

Samantha Lewis  

I feel I need to write an honest opinion of this book and so 



 

unfortunately it isn't a positive one.  I found it dull to start... So sorry 

to say I will not be reading any more stories in this series.  

I haven't really been into crime stories but having recently read (and enjoyed) a 

few current books in this genre I felt excited about this one as I had heard of the 

author and was looking forward to it. Whether it was because it is an older 

story I'm not sure but I didn't like the character or the way in which the book 

was written. I found it dull to start and typical of a detective story, where he 

drinks, is being investigated himself, a bit 'old school' in his ways.  So sorry to 

say I will not be reading any more stories in this series. 

 

Clair Boor  

 ‘Black and Blue’ was originally published in 1997 so this is a nostalgic crime 

investigation relying on police gut instinct based upon the facts presented to 

them and (much!) less forensics supporting them in their theories.  

This novel is a chunky one but it needs to be as Rebus isn't investigating just one 

murder, but four! The investigation also takes Rebus across Scotland and deep 

into the Scottish oil industry (which I presume was very topical at the time). 

There are a number tightly interwoven strands to this book which Rankin 

expertly handles with seamless narrative with likeable characters. 

I did read this as a standalone with no issues but I suspect that you would 

benefit from having read the first 7 books and understanding where Rebus has 

come from as he's clearly a man that attracts trouble! In this instalment, as if 

the official police investigations aren't enough, he is also fighting to clear his 

name following accusations that he helped 'stitch up' a suspect in a previous 

investigation leading to his conviction.  

A brilliant (and nostalgic!) police procedural with Scottish edge and 

a gritty protagonist! My first Rankin, but not my last!  

www.havebookswillread.com  

You can follow Clair on Twitter:@havebooksblog 

  

Michelle Hodson  

Rebus is a tenacious, perceptive and flawed individual.  No lover of 

authority, a renegade detective with a penchant for sarcasm.  A 

highly lovable character to the reader! 

  



 

This was my first introduction to Inspector John Rebus and what a cracker of a 

story it was.  An historic case tied in with a new serial murder tied in with a 

possible suicide/murder.  The story unfolded between Edinburgh, Glasgow, 

Aberdeen and Shetland and Rebus proves to be a tenacious, perceptive detective 

and a flawed individual with no love of authority. 

The plot races along and the writing is as sharp as Rebus's sarcasm.  A must for 

any Crime /Thriller readers.  Highly recommended. 

 

Dana Captainino  

This is a complex and complicated crime novel which takes the 

reader on a brutal journey across Scotland.  

Rebus himself is passionate and committed beyond the realms of expectation to 

solve multiple crimes.  But he doesn't play by the roles cascading him into a 

dangerous game where the risks to him escalate as the novel progresses. 

There are so many overlapping story lines it is sometimes difficult to keep up 

but the quality of Ian Rankin's writing holds your attention 

throughout. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This was so good! Rebus has his hands full in this book with a copycat serial 

killer on the loose and the original Killer walking about paying close attention 

to this younger man. Crimes are stacking up and each one is grizzlier then the 

last while set amongst the city of Edinburgh. Rebus is in top form in this, 

the   eighth book in the series, there is a lot going on with the plot but 

it does not make it confusing , instead keeps you glued to the book 

until the very end . I love when a book does that! Rebus is his usual self, 

snarky and self-confident and a bit of a loveable rogue. This is a must read for 

all fans of the series. 

  

    

 

 


