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Victoria Whish  

Eve Chase has certainly pulled a 
rabbit out of the hat with this dual 
time tale of family, tragedy and 
enduring love. It is truly affecting 
and beautifully written.  

This is a beautifully written dual 
narrated story about the Alton children 
in the 1960s and the summers they spend 
at their family home of Black Rabbit Hall 
and modern day Lorna who has a 
strange fascination with Black Rabbit 
Hall based on an old photograph of her 
mother’s and is looking to hold her 
forthcoming wedding there. 

A family tragedy brings the Alton 
siblings’ idyllic childhood to an abrupt 
end and the repercussions of what 

happens resonates through the years as we come to discover. 

There are many classic elements of engaging story telling here; the crumbling 
family pile, the wicked stepmother, the illicit love and innocence destroyed but 
the book does not become a cliché and is involving throughout. There are 
definite parallels with du Maurier and that’s not just because of the Cornish 
setting and the wonderful sense of place the book evokes. It’s also because of the 
human relationships at the heart of the story and the twists and turns that you 
don’t quite see coming. 



 

The pace really picks up towards the end of the book and the revelations come 
thick and fast but the story stays believable and remains dramatic not 
melodramatic. 

I’m certainly going to recommend this book to anyone who loves to be 
engrossed in and moved by well-crafted literary fiction. 

You can follow Victoria on Twitter: @VicKWhish 

 

Kate Thacker 

This was a book I would choose off the shelf so I had high wishes it would be a 
good one. I’d been looking forward to its arrival since id heard it was coming 
out. Mystery, intrigue and family, reading just the back cover blurb and I was 
hooked! 

This genre and plot seem to be very popular in recent releases, where it spans 
multiple time and flips between characters in those times. So it could become 
quite repetitive reading if not done well. Fortunately the author here succeeds in 
making it seem like something original like a book I’ve never read the like of. I 
thoroughly enjoyed this and I wanted it to continue passed the end!! 

There is the family of the past to fall in and out of love with and then decades 
later a group of characters to care for here too but… you guessed it, they are all 
somehow linked together. Read it to find out how...  

 

Sarah Webb  

Four siblings spend their childhood summer holidays in Cornwall at Black 
Rabbit Hall in the 1960s.  The times turn out to be both idyllic and tragic.  Thirty 
years later, Lorna and Jon are hunting for a venue for their wedding and 
stumble upon the hall and its mysteries.  Secrets from both eras are first teased 
out and then come tumbling out.   

As someone who spent many wonderful childhood holidays in Cornwall it 
evoked the place gently but well.  The hall is an extra character in the book.  All 
of the characters (including the hall) are well-drawn and interesting, some 
more likable than others.  It’s a really good mystery book.  Because of the 
siblings’ own childhood holidays and my past associations with Cornwall, I 
thought it would feel out of place reading it just before Christmas, but the 
contrast worked well.  It’s an engrossing mystery, ideal for any holiday 
times. 



 

Maxine Broadbent  

An amazingly accomplished debut novel.  This is the story of Amber 
and Lorna and their connection to Black Rabbit Hall, Amber's 
childhood home in Cornwall. Highly recommended.  

‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is an unexpected and wonderful gem of a book.  It tells the 
stories of Amber and Lorna who are connected by their association with Black 
Rabbit Hall, Amber's childhood country home in Cornwall in the late 1960s and 
Lorna's choice as she searches for a wedding venue some thirty years later.  The 
writing is amazing, so fluid and natural, that as a reader, you are drawn in 
instantly and almost feel part of the story.  There is a decent expertly 
constructed plot so no flat feeling at the end because the storyline wasn't quite 
up to expectations.  The interweaving of Amber's and Lorna's stories in separate 
chapters certainly racks up the tension.  I found it hard to believe this a debut 
novel.   I can't recommend it highly enough. 

 

Emily Curnow 

I devoured this book in two days, finding it hard to put down. It contained 
many elements that I look for in a novel; an old and mysterious house, 
pregnancy, family secrets, duel narrators from different time periods, and 
buckets of human emotion. The story follows two apparently unconnected 
women, Lorna from contemporary times and Amber from the 1960s. Both 
narrators are exploring Black Rabbit Hall from different viewpoints. Lorna has 
unexplained memories of the house despite never knowingly visited before, and 
Amber lived, lost and loved within the house. Both of these women's stories 
dance around each other towards a shared conclusion. Throughout the novel 
the author keeps the reader guessing, always suggesting new questions which 
are finally answered at the end. Eve Chase's writing is beautiful and 
lyrical. The novel is a pleasure to read from beginning to end. 

 

Barbara Goldie  

Loss love and family ties, a well-crafted debut novel from Eve Chase.  

Eve Chase has certainly made her mark with her debut novel ‘Black Rabbit 
Hole’.  I really enjoyed the two time frames and thought the two stories 
intertwined very well. 

There are lots of dark secrets and the book is in places quite haunting and 
chilling, Eve Chase has a lovely poetic way of writing that is very readable, and 



 

although I have never been to Cornwall she certainly brought it to life in my 
head. 

Her characters are well written, each one is individual, and I got to know both 
Amber and Lorna very quickly. The house comes alive very quickly and I liked 
the idea of Lorna looking for a wedding venue. 

It has a good plot with plenty going on and many twists and turns.  The pace is 
quite fast and gripping but it does slowdown in places where it needs to and this 
added to the quality for me. 

The cover is well designed it drew me in to reading the book, and I was also 
intrigued by the title. 

The novel has a satisfying conclusion; I look forward to searching for Eve 
Chase’s next novel. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

It's 1969, and at Pencraw Hall, known lovingly by the Alton family as Black 
Rabbit Hall, the family are enjoying the countryside, getting away from the 
hustle and bustle of city life, running wild and free, having the kind of fun only 
children can, until one day something happens, something that will change their 
lives forever. 

Decades later, along comes Lorna who has a strange attachment to the house, a 
house with long winding corridors, and secrets.  

Lorna wants to use the hall for her wedding to Jon, and while looking through 
the gardens and woods finds a message carved into a tree, this message is part 
of a secret. 

 A beautiful story, which will have the reader thinking of Daphne Du 
Maurier, a story which will haunt and stay with the reader for a 
long time. One to re-read again and again. 

 

Cheryl Kinney  

Brilliant book.  

I absolutely love this genre, love it when a book features an old country house. 
Love visiting these houses, it felt like I was visiting Black Rabbit Hall. The 
description in this book is fantastic really made me feel like I was in Cornwall! It 
really draws you in.  



 

The characters are the same, they soon draw you into their world. The switch 
between past and present works well & I wanted to find out about what had 
happened to the family.  

I couldn't put this book down, it was a really good read and I was sad to finish 
it.  

In some ways it is a sad story but has nice aspects too.  

Would recommend this book to everyone but especially to fans of Kate Morton & 
Rachel Hore. 

You can follow Cheryl on Twitter: @cheryl_bookworm 

 

Ann Peet  

Captivating, atmospheric, beautifully written - excellent first novel.  

I really enjoyed this atmospheric and satisfying novel. It has one of my 
favourite devices - a dual time frame with two intertwining stories - but it is the 
quality of the writing that really impresses. 

The earlier story is set in the late 1960s when fifteen-year old Amber, her twin 
Toby, and their younger siblings, Barney and Kitty, enjoy idyllic holidays at the 
family's country estate in Cornwall. Their happiness is shattered by a tragic 
event which changes their lives. The other story takes place more than thirty 
years later when Lorna and her fiancé are driving through Cornwall looking 
for a venue for their wedding. Lorna feels drawn to Black Rabbit Hall which she 
vaguely remembers seeing when she was a child. 

The novel is beautifully crafted and the way the two stories develop and 
interweave with secrets gradually emerging is done so well. It is partly a 
coming of age tale with something of the atmosphere of ‘I Capture the Castle’ 
and themes of love, grief and families are strongly portrayed. I found it magical 
and captivating. Lorna and Amber are both well drawn characters that I could 
easily identify with and really cared about. It is hard to believe it is a first novel 
as the writing is so accomplished and Eve Chase is certainly a writer to watch 
out for. 

 

Richard Coe 

If you like stories about big old houses, family secrets written in an 
easy to read style this is the book for you. The book is set in the late 1960s 
and three decades later, circa 1999; it is narrated by Amber Alton and Lorna 



 

Dunaway.  This is a tricky review to write as I do not want to give anything 
away.  Needless to say you will experience a whole range of emotions 
during the read. 

The old house is the monumental Pencraw Hall and sounds just amazing, one 
stay would never be enough to fully explore; it becomes even more appealing as 
its nickname is Black Rabbit Hall.  It’s hard to find, nothing changes much, and 
it weaves a spell on all who visit.  Time goes syrupy slow. The Hall is on the 
Roseland Peninsula, South East of Truro and the descriptions of the Cornish 
setting are very enticing – moody seascapes, billowing skies, terrifying high 
seas, shipwrecks and crag-faced smugglers carrying booty on their backs along 
rain-battered beaches.  It is owned by the Alton family, parents Nancy and 
Hugo and their four children: Amber, Toby, Barney and Kitty. The parents are 
quite beautiful, Hugo being the spitting image of Omar Sharif.   

Lorna and Jon are engaged to be married and visit the Hall in circa 1999 as a 
prospective wedding venue.  Lorna loves the house, is drawn back to stay 
uncovering a whole host of Alton secrets from the 1960s – blood, love, jealousy 
and heart rendering anguish.  

 

Katie Hoare 

‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is an intriguing mystery told by two women, one by Lorna, 
who is living in the present day, and by Amber‘s side of the story starting in the 
late 1960’s, the two time periods are deftly intertwined in the storytelling. 

Lorna is organising her wedding day and goes to Cornwall with her fiancé Jon 
to visit Black Rabbit Hall to have a look at the Hall as a potential wedding 
venue, only to leave her with the feeling that she had been there before, but not 
sure. You are introduced to the housekeeper and the lady of the house, and Jon 
does not feel right about the house. 

While Amber is one of the children who lived in the house during the 1960’s and 
tells what it is like growing up at the house and why the hall got the name it has. 

As the story continues you find out that there is a cross over in the two women’s 
lives. An enjoyable read and the reader is enticed into the hall and the 
world of both women and into the unfolding mystery, leaving you to 
not want to put the book down. 

 

  



 

Michelle Mckernan  

An exciting and page-turning read.  I was desperate to read on, 
finding it hard to put down.   

This is a great story spanning the lives of one family.  The characters are 
believable and the author describes them with a vivid passion.  

The twists and turns were unpredictable and perfectly timed.  Despite having 
various theories on how the book would end I was completely wrong – an 
excellent story of love and loss.   

 

Pauline Braisher 

Who is Lorna? Why is she drawn so strongly towards Black Rabbit Hall and 
why is her fiancé, Jon, so worried about her? How does she fit into the Hall's 
history? Nothing is as obvious as it seems and this well-written book will keep 
you guessing until the very end. 

‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is the tale of a family whose golden existence ends in 
tragedy, or does it? There are twists and turns and every time the reader thinks 
they know where the story is going, the plot changes course. The characters are 
well-drawn and believable and the reader will empathise with the four Alton 
children and with Lorna and Jon, whose lives are intertwined with those of the 
Alton children many decades later. Will the tragedy that engulfed the Altons 
ruin any chance of happiness for Lorna? You have to read the book to find out 
the answers to the questions: it's a lovely story and a real page-turner, so 
lock yourself away for a couple of days and enjoy. 

 

Nicola Laverty 

Wow! I absolutely loved this book and am truly sad to have finished 
it.  I loved the writer's use of language, beautifully evoking the idyllic Cornish 
childhood in the early part of the book. I also loved how she so skilfully linked 
the stories of Amber and Lorna. 

It was a really emotional read and one that I would thoroughly recommend. 

 

Alfred Nobile 

To be honest if I had seen this in a book shop I would probably have ignored it. 
Bur received it as an ARC so decided to give it a go. I'm glad I did. Two stories 



 

run concurrently, Black Rabbit Hall and its past. Also Lorna's a woman hoping 
to start a new future. This is a story of lies, deceit and eventually 
discovery and truth. Not normally my type of read but I loved it. 
Thanks to lovereading.co.uk for the ARC. In short Read it!! 

 

Vanessa Wild  

An absorbing, gripping and captivating debut which had me avidly 
turning the pages!  

This intriguing tale had me avidly turning the pages straight away.  A dual 
timeframe novel set during the 1960s and the present day, telling the story of 
the Alton family who spend their summer holidays at Black Rabbit Hall in 
Cornwall.   During one such summer an incident occurs which has tragic 
consequences and sets in motion a chain of cataclysmic events. 

I found ‘Black Rabbit Hall’ compelling and atmospheric with a hint of gothic.  It 
is well written and vividly depicted.  I could imagine very clearly the hall, its 
grounds and the sea - I almost felt I was there!  The four Alton children are well 
drawn and believable. A couple of the other characters are a little one 
dimensional but this by no means reduced my enjoyment of the story.  I loved it! 

An absorbing, gripping and captivating debut which I can highly recommend, 
especially to fans of Daphne du Maurier and Kate Morton. 

You can follow Vanessa on Twitter: @Butterflybiblio 

 

Melanie Chadwick  

The rural idyll and loving family are shattered by tragedy, changing each of the 
Altons for ever.  The tragedy is compounded by subsequent events, bad choices 
and family secrets.  

Lorna is searching for the ideal wedding venue when she finds Black Rabbit 
Hall.  It is a large country house with beautiful gardens and woods close to a 
private cove in Cornwall.  Lorna immediately falls in love with it despite its run-
down, bordering on dangerous condition and the strange old lady that is 
desperate for her to hire the venue.  As she looks at old photographs and finds 
graffiti left carved in a tree thirty years previously, she also falls in love with the 
family of four children who used to live there.   Delving deeper, she finds out 
more about the hall and the Alton family who lived there and begins to unearth 
a mystery; a mystery which will shatter her own life as well as unearth the 



 

secrets and lies that have destroyed a whole family.  Full of delightful detail 
which creates a huge sense of place, and plot twists befitting any 
good mystery. 

 

Kirsty McGowan  

A well-crafted and alluring mystery - two stories running 
concurrently. A story about family and the ties that bind and break, 
love and the insecurities it brings.  

Black Rabbit Hall, an old rambling estate in Cornwall, a place where time 
stands still, and for the four Alton children, where they spend family holidays 
frolicking in the countryside, until a tragic accident leads to life changing 
circumstances. 

Three decades later and Lorna is looking for a wedding venue for her fast 
approaching nuptials to fiancé, Jon. Stumbling across the crumbling Black 
Rabbit Hall, she feels an instant connection, inexplicably drawn; and becomes 
determined to find out the truth behind the history hidden in the scarred walls of 
Pencraw Hall and the history of the Alton children all those summers ago. 

This dual-time frame story flips back and forth from the late 1960s to the 1990s. 
Black Rabbit Hall makes for an enticing character itself, which draws you in 
and keeps you hooked. Furthermore, Chase's descriptions are wonderfully 
drawn, as is the mysterious ambience throughout; lends an almost gothic 
atmosphere in this well written and beautifully descriptive family mystery. 

 

Nicola Kingswell  

Old family houses, house old family secrets.  

Lorna is drawn to Pencraw Hall, known affectionately as Black Rabbit Hall, as 
a potential venue for her upcoming wedding to Jon. She loves all things vintage 
and is enchanted by its shabby chic appearance and eccentric inhabitants. As 
Lorna digs a little deeper into the secret history of the hall she uncovers more 
about her own secret history and that of the Alton family that lived there. 

I absolutely loved this book. I enjoyed the weaving of the two timelines and 
mirroring of the stories and how they crashed into each other with a wallop at 
the end.  A tale of love, loss, secrets and lies all within one family 
home in Cornwall. The characters were quirky and wholly 
believable.  



 

My only criticism would be that the late 1960's thread felt like it was set in an 
older era, and the early 2000's thread felt as though it was more modern. 

A fantastic read, thank you. 

 

Kathryn Whitfield  

I loved this story, beautifully written, I would give it 4 out of 5.  

Fantastic story set in two time frames, present day and the 1960's about family 
heartbreak, mystery, love and lies.  It is set in Cornwall, my favourite magical 
place and is based around an old family summer home which the family named 
Black Rabbit Hall.  The story was gorgeous and at times reminded me of a 
romantic fairy tale.  

I love the writing style, how the story unfolded as you read through the book 
and kept me guessing throughout.  

I will definitely be reading more from this author. 

You can follow Kathryn on Twitter: @kathrynA 

 

Laura Lovelock  

 ‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is an engrossing tale spanning decades that revolves around 
the summer holidays of the Alton family at the eponymous Black Rabbit Hall. 
Secrets, long summer days and irrevocable events combine to make this novel 
one that is both claustrophobic yet addictive. Set in picturesque Cornwall during 
hot summers in the 60’s and introducing characters from the current day, we 
become witness to histories colliding and secrets unfurling.  

Chase has written a novel that is lyrical and flows beautifully, leaving you 
clinging onto the pages. I wanted to devour it all in one go yet savour every 
sentence. The characters were perfectly drawn, especially the children, and I 
could imagine them bounding around, building forts and coming of age against 
a backdrop of Cornish summers. Chase weaves an abundance of emotion 
through the pages and at times it was almost too tangible – I was near to tears 
during multiple scenes.  

I cannot recommend this book enough. It was beautiful, heart-
breaking and had the most perfect air of mystery to it. 

You can follow Laura on Twitter: @BlabberingBooks 

 



 

Sarah Harper  

A well-composed and intricate mystery, this is a thoroughly 
enjoyable read which I can happily recommend.  

A tragic accident at Black Rabbit Hall rips the idyllic lives of the Alton family 
apart however it is the cascade of subsequent events which does the most 
damage. Their father’s decision to remarry, mere months after the death of his 
beautiful wife, devastates his young family and his new bride is the polar 
opposite of their mother. Cruel and calculating, she seems intent on taking 
control of the family, inserting herself between father and children. Barney and 
Kitty are too young to be aware however Amber and Toby can see how Caroline 
manipulates their increasingly distant father. Toby rebels, becoming wild and 
unmanageable, refusing to conform to Caroline’s rules, and is subsequently 
dispatched to a distant reform school. Amber steps in as a mother figure to her 
siblings and finds solace in the form of Lucian, Caroline’s son. An intense and 
forbidden relationship from the outset, Caroline will do her utmost to snuff it 
out. Over three decades later, Lorna unearths Black Rabbit Hall in her search 
for a wedding venue. Intrigued by the mystery surrounding the fate of the Alton 
children, she finds herself drawn to the house and its keeper. They seem 
somehow intertwined with her own past, throwing up questions about her 
identity and forcing a wedge between her and her fiancé. As Lorna struggles to 
find answers to her questions, the mysterious Black Rabbit Hall strengthens its 
hold over her. 

A well-composed and intricate mystery. I was pulled along by both threads of 
the story, eager to learn how they would finally tie together. Everything fell into 
place in the closing chapters and left me content in the knowledge that the 
enigma of Black Rabbit Hall was laid to rest. 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

Lorna and Jon are getting married. Lorna wishes to hold the ceremony in 
Cornwall where she spent her childhood holidays. In searching for venues they 
come across (not wholly by accident) Pencraw Hall.  

The story is told by 2 people, Lorna who sees the Hall as a wedding venue and 
Amber whose family house it was. 

Ambers' story starts in 1969 and a fateful family holiday there. This is her 
family house and a retreat from London for the holidays. She has a twin Toby 
and a younger brother and sister. A storm one day changes the lives of all of 



 

them forever. 

Lorna’s story is three decades later. She feels a huge emotional pull to the house 
and surroundings. Her mother used to bring her to look at the Hall on their 
summer holidays. Jon is not very keen. The house is semi derelict with only a 
housekeeper and a strange old lady living there. 

On a visit to the Hall Lorna finds the carvings of a boy on an old tree. She needs 
to find out more and the two stories become entwined. 

I started reading this as the book sounded interesting but I soon became 
engrossed in the two tales as they unfurl. 

Beautiful writing and believable characters, this is just a lovely 
book. 

 

Nikki Whitmore  

A novel that stirs up a lot of emotion.  

Pencraw Hall, also known as Black Rabbit Hall, bursts into life every summer 
when the Alton’s and their four children arrive for the long holiday but the 
family don’t know that soon tragedy will strike and no summer will ever be the 
same again. Three decades later, Lorna stumbles on a very different Black 
Rabbit Hall whilst searching for her perfect wedding venue. Despite its obvious 
state of disrepair, the peculiar owner and her own fiancé’s misgivings, Lorna 
finds herself strangely drawn to the house and begins to delve into its secrets.  

‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is one of those books that manages to be tremendously sad 
and somehow beautifully happy at the same time. It’s full of twists and turns, 
deceptions, and characters who are not quite what they seem. I loved that the 
house was as big a character as any of the people in the book and in both 
timelines provided an imposing presence which ratcheted up the tension and 
atmosphere of the novel. It was a really enjoyable read and any book that 
namechecks the Cornish village of Portscatho, where I have spent many a happy 
summer holiday, is definitely alright by me. 

 

Rachel Corlett  

Family secrets and lies. A family entwined in deceit and love.  

Black Rabbit Hall, a grand home in Cornwall, captures the heart of Laura – a 
bride to be. Despite its grandeur, it holds many dark secrets of the lives of the 
Alton family. The four Alton children lived a charmed life in the 1960s, 



 

attending boarding school during term time and then returning to Black Rabbit 
Hall, in their father’s Rolls Royce for an abundance of fun during the holidays.  

The care-free days end one tragic gloomy evening which changes the lives and 
futures of all the children. We see Amber struggling with becoming a young 
woman, her emotions and hormones running wild, as indeed she does!  

Laura eventually unfolds the story of Black Rabbit Hall and her life will also 
never be the same.  

The book follows the story from the viewpoint of Amber, a young girl, set in 
1969 and Laura, set thirty years later. It is an emotional rollercoaster, going 
from a cold adult discussion and feelings, to being thrown on a warm sunny 
beach in Cornwall with a group of young children and adolescents. We see the 
main characters grow from children to adults and share with Amber the angst 
involved with growing up.  

There are parts in the book where I wanted to shout, ‘No, don’t do it!’ and then 
had to read on to discover whether the characters followed my advice! This is 
a feed good read which at times took me back to my childhood. It 
keeps you guessing until the very end. 

 

Val Rowe  

A perfect holiday read!  

When Lorna and her fiancé begin their search for suitable wedding venues, 
Lorna is unaware that the house which she is attracted to has a connection with 
her past history. Ignoring her fiancé’s reluctance to explore Black Rabbit Hall, 
Lorna's stay there enables her to discover who she really is, as well as 
strengthening the bond with her partner. 

I read this while on holiday in the Canary Islands and it was a gloriously 
relaxing and indulgent read. It does not profess to be a great literary work but 
is simply an unputdownable, easy to read and hugely pleasurable novel.  

Chase uses a range of traditional methods to entertain and tempt her reader. 
Skilfully narrating two storylines which gradually merge as the plot unfolds, 
the author drip feeds us just the right amount of information to keep us excited 
and intrigued. Several times I thought I had worked out events deliberately left 
hanging or the connection between characters, but I was not always correct. 

Wonderfully descriptive, I felt that I really did get into the skin of the 
characters and I did so enjoy the complexities of their developing 



 

relationships. 

One to pack in your case for your holiday reading! 

 

Chloe Hill  

I really loved this book. I adored the characters and got swept say in 
the story. 5/5 stars.  

The chapters of ‘Black Rabbit Hall’ alternate from the time of Amber, Toby, 
Barney and Kitty (the Alton children) and Lorna who is searching for the 
perfect wedding and has her memory stirred  by Black Rabbit Hall. Firstly, I 
loved it. You read the first twist and suddenly you are captured in the story. 
Even the house itself has personality. All of the characters were likeable and I 
adored the Alton children. It also has these beautiful sentences like 

"But the young are a different shape from week to week.  

To know is to run alongside us, like someone trying to shout through the 
window of a moving train." 

The story develops well and I would definitely recommend it. I would give it 5/5 
stars. It is one I will be reading again and again to feel it unravelling at my 
fingertips. The only annoying thing about this book is the misleading, unclear 
blurb. However, the "Tragedy" was unexpected and made the book far more 
tense and emotional. I am looking forward to more books from Eve Chase. 

 

Alisha Ball 

This book is a very good read. I couldn't put it down! A captivating 
book with a heart breaking, exciting, enthralling storyline. Very well 
written, you almost feel like you are part of the story. Very touching story with 
amazing characters. 

 

Andrea Rayner                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

The Alton’s are a close-knit family. The twins, Amber and Toby, love their father 
and two younger siblings, but adore their free-spirited mother, Nancy. 

Black Rabbit Hall in Cornwall is the family’s holiday home. The crumbling 
house and wild landscape provide great freedom. It is a place where childhood 
dreams are made – and broken.  



 

The children are spending the summer of 1968 in Cornwall. It is a holiday full of 
wildness and fun, until the day of the storm. Then tragedy ensues, and nothing 
will ever be the same again. 

The family return to Black Rabbit Hall in the summer 1969, but everything is 
different – so much has been lost. They have visitors – Caroline Shawcross and 
her son, Lucian. However, tensions build, until there is another tragedy … 

Thirty years later, Lorna visits Black Rabbit Hall with her fiancé Jon. She 
remembers visiting the house as a child. However, the house stirs up more than 
memories, and past secrets and betrayals are revealed. Lorna begins to realise 
that she is inextricably linked to Black Rabbit Hall and the family that lived 
there.  

‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is a gripping and intriguing novel. The writing 
creates a strong sense of place and of the past as well as mystery and 
romance. The narrative is split between Amber and Lorna, creating two 
different perspectives from two different periods. It is a great read.   

 

Sarah Davis  

Intriguing page turner - beautifully written.  

‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is a beautifully written novel with an intriguing page turner 
of a plot. We learn of what happened to four young siblings during an eventful 
summer in Cornwall in 1968. We then take up the mystery over forty years later 
when Lorna spots a mysterious message carved into a tree by one of the young 
children and she begins to uncover what happened that fateful summer. 

Eva Chase writes skilfully and beautifully with a very emotive style. I really 
found myself immersed in the story. The characters of the children are 
realistically portrayed and their personal tragedy is heart breaking. Would 
definitely recommend this book to anyone wanting to lose themselves in a good 
read 

 

Emily Wright 

Eve Chase is a talented storyteller. Her debut novel captivated me 
and the fairy tale quality of her writing is a joy to read.  

In the 1960s Black Rabbit Hall is the Alton family’s Cornish country home, 
where time stretches and lazy days provide an escape from London. When 
tragedy strikes, the very foundations of the family shifts and contorts, a spring 



 

day suddenly fractured. For the Alton children, life is no longer carefree and 
Amber struggles to keep her siblings strong. 

In modern times Lorna is looking for the perfect wedding venue. She is certain 
she’s found it with Black Rabbit Hall. Lorna feels the house pulling her into its 
depths, exerting a strange hold over her. Is it finally time for the ghosts and 
secrets of Black Rabbit Hall to be laid to rest? In shining a light on the secrets of 
the past, Lorna embarks on a journey of self-discovery. 

This book pulled me into its world with a dreamlike intensity. Black Rabbit Hall 
is the pivotal location for the events which unfurl and Eve Chase depicts the 
house with such passion that it becomes as sentient as a living, breathing 
character. The dual time frame in the book creates tantalizing layers, shifting 
from hazy to sharp focus. Intertwined in the Alton family story are mysteries, 
romance within tragedies and all-encompassing family love. A novel rich in 
emotion and character, grounded in one house that stands as a record of the 
lives lived within its rambling walls. 

 

Josie Barton  

Reminiscent of the style of Daphne du Maurier, ‘Black Rabbit Hall’s’ 
air of Gothic mystery invokes the long forgotten summer of 1969, 
when everything changed for the Alton family.  

The four Alton children, spend idyllic summers at Pencraw Hall in Cornwall, 
which due to its proliferation of rabbits, is known locally as Black Rabbit Hall. 
They spend carefree days as only children can, running wild and squabbling 
amongst themselves. On the night of a great storm tragedy strikes this idyllic 
paradise and something happens which will change Black Rabbit Hall forever. 
Thirty years later, Lorna and her fiancé, Jon are looking for the perfect 
wedding venue and Pencraw Hall, whilst far from perfect, seems to reach out to 
Lorna, although she doesn’t know why. 

What then follows is an interesting family saga which looks, at both the Alton 
story and Lorna’s connection to it. The mystery at the heart of the novel is nicely 
explored and whilst the story seems rather slow and languid at times, it does 
nurture a real sense of atmosphere. The faded grandeur of Black Rabbit Hall 
becomes almost as much a character in the novel as the people and I enjoyed 
exploring its dark and shadowy corners, and of course, speculated on the 
mystery which was being revealed, piece by tantalising piece. 

There is much to enjoy within the story, as the author does a commendable job 



 

of recreating the past. The secrets and lies at the heart of the novel are well 
explored and both the older and the more modern parts of the story come 
together well. In the hands of this competent author, the mystery of Black 
Rabbit Hall, which has been hidden for thirty years, is about to be revealed. 

http://jaffareadstoo.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Evelyn Barrett 

This is a very readable story. I really enjoyed the build-up to the tragedy and 
the subsequent events. Eve Chase certainly knows how to grab the 
attention of the reader. I liked how the story was constructed – the house 
seen through the eyes of Amber and Lorna decades apart.  

However, I felt at times as if I was reading the work of two different authors.  
Amber’s story was tense and engaging but Lorna’s story was too predictable for 
me. There were too many co-incidences and I had guessed the outcome before I 
read it.  

I had looked forward to reading ‘Black Rabbit Hall’ and I have to say I was a 
little disappointed but not enough to put me off reading something more by Eve 
Chase. I hope she builds on her debut.    

 

Edel Waugh 

I love stories about big old houses in the country so this book interested me right 
from the beginning. The story is told in the past and present but both stories are 
entwined around the large Black Rabbit Hall. This is an eerie place that holds 
many secrets and saw many things, it is almost like a living thing itself, its 
presence is so heavily felt throughout the book. In the past a family tell the story 
of their life there and in the present there is a young couple called Lorna and 
Jon who are about to get married.   

There is a sense of dread that builds slowly from the beginning of the story to 
the end. You feel something bad is going to happen but you don't know what it is 
going to be, so the sense of unease carries on until things begin to come clearer.  

I really enjoyed this book and if you love books set around creepy 
houses that leave you feeling jumpy when reading them then this is 
the book for you. 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/02/black-rabbit-hall-by-eve-chase-
review.html?m=1 



 

Tracey Poulter 

‘Black Rabbit Hall’ is a delicious mystery story and I mean it as a compliment 
when I say that it is like Enid Blyton for grown-ups. 

The story is set in two time periods; the late 1960s, when the Alton family spend 
blissful summers at their seaside estate, and over three decades later when 
Lorna and Jon are searching for a wedding venue. The plot slips back and forth 
between the two time frames and the reader is intrigued by what else might link 
the two. 

It is beautifully written, with the mystery gently woven into the 
story whilst dealing with some difficult family issues. 

The reader really connects with the main characters - including the house itself - 
and feels compelled to unravel the mystery. 

Thoroughly recommended. 

You can follow Tracey on Twitter: @TPDimps 

 

Christine Harris 

I thoroughly enjoyed this story of mystery, romance and family ties, 
and often found myself reading it into the early hours.  

The story flits between past happy summers at Black Rabbit Hall, which then 
become tragic as events unfold. 

The main characters are Amber and Lorna around which the story is built. 

Their lives seem worlds apart until Lorna starts to look for a wedding venue 
and is drawn to an old house that her adoptive mother used to take her to when 
she was a child. She feels a connection to this place and later in the story it 
becomes apparent why. These characters were strong and believable as the 
story was well written. 

A must read for people who enjoy family sagas. The plot kept me guessing and I 
was pleasantly surprised by the ending. 

 

Kath Martin 

If you are looking for a holiday read, then this is a good one!  I loved the 
Cornwall setting,but  found the story a bit predictable.  For me the part set in 
the 60s didn't have enough atmosphere.  This was when I was a teenager and it 



 

didn't 'take me back'.  It could have been set in a much earlier time - I think the 
fitting in of the character's ages made this awkward.  An enjoyable bit of 
escapism. 

 

Val Brown  

A lovely read, very atmospheric and full of suspense. Reminiscent of 
Daphne Du Maurier's novels.  

Set in Cornwall the tone of this book is very atmospheric.  The story switches 
between the 1960’s and the present day. 

The four Alton children have an idyllic childhood until there is a tragic accident 
one stormy night and their lives are changed forever.   

Fast forward to the present day and Lorna and her fiancé are looking for the 
perfect wedding venue.  Lorna feels drawn to Black Rabbit Hall and as events 
begin to unfold we realise that somehow she is inextricably linked to the place. 

As the strands of the mysteries of the house begin to unravel the book reaches an 
almost unbearable conclusion that is reminiscent of a Daphne Du Maurier 
novel.   

I was totally gripped from the beginning to end. 

Follow Val on Twitter:  @Valeriejt  

 

Gill Dally-Fitzsimons  

The lives of Lorna and Amber entwined at Black Rabbit Hall. Enthralling!!  

It took me a little while to get into this book, but thoroughly enjoyed it when I 
did. 

The lives of Lorna and Amber entwined at Black Rabbit Hall. The coming of age 
story of Amber during the 1960s; the love and freedom of the house in Cornwall, 
affectionately named Black Rabbit Hall, the tragic death of their beloved 
mother, her siblings, her father marrying the cold and controlling Caroline.  
Then the modern day tale of Lorna, and her desire to find the perfect venue for 
her wedding.  Why does she feel so drawn to Black Rabbit Hall, what skeletons 
will she dig up from the past. With decades apart these two women's stories 
merge together in this enthralling tale of family, love, secrets and tragedy.  
Definitely worth a read. 

 



 

 

Nicola Brennan  

Black Rabbit Hall is the debut novel by Eve Chase.  If you are looking 
for an atmospheric read with beautiful writing and family secrets, 
this is the book for you.   

The story is centred around an old crumbling estate house in the British 
countryside and is told from the alternating points of view of two characters 
from different era's. It is the old crumbling house that mysteriously connects the 
two characters. 

I enjoyed Black Rabbit Hall for it's beautiful writing and character 
development.  The author manages to bring Black Rabbit Hall to life and I loved 
the haunted, gothic vibe she conveyed so effectively throughout. 

I did, however, find my attention waning towards the middle of the novel due to 
the slow pacing.  As a result, I failed to become fully drawn in to the story.  That 
said, I was pleasantly surprised by the twist as well as the ending.  I felt this 
redeemed the book and I was glad I stuck with it. 

If you like historical fiction that is atmospheric and vividly depicted, I would not 
hesitate to recommend Black Rabbit Hall. 

Many thanks to www.lovereading.co.uk for the wonderful opportunity to read 
and review this debut novel by Eve Chase. 

rustandstardustblog.com 


