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Phylippa Smithson  

Queen Agatha is reincarnated and 

now writes under the pseudonym of 

Sophie Hannah!  Perfect 

undemanding yet absorbing Poirot 

mystery.  

The story starts with a very teasing opening.  

Famous fictional mystery writer Lady 

Playford has summoned her lawyer as she 

wishes to change her will.  The change will 

see her entire inheritance be placed into the 

hands of her secretary, Scotcher, despite him 

seeming to have a terminal illness that could 

see him die within days.  Her two children, 

Claudia and Harry are to receive nothing. 

When invitations to a house party at her 

mansion in County Cork are sent by Lady Playford to Hercule Poirot and 

Inspector Catchpool of New Scotland Yard both our surprised yet intrigued as 

to the reason.  Neither know her other than as a writer of murder-mystery 

books that somewhat mock the police.  And neither have any understanding of 

why they have been invited at least until Poirot starts to question whether in 

fact they are there to stop a murder.  Perhaps that of Lady Playofrd herself? 

The house party includes Claudia’s fiancé, Harry’s wife, her lawyer and his 

legal partner, her secretary and his nurse.  Also present are the cook, Brigid, the 

butler, Hatton  and Phyllis the maid. 

When the murder occurs, it is not that of the hostess but one of her guests that is 



 

killed.  And it is then that the classic Agatha Chrstie style of writing takes of as 

what becomes apparent is that any one of the attendees, with the exception 

obviously of Poirot and Catchpool had motive and potentially opportunity to 

inflict the crime. 

Classic Agatha Christe which is truly the highest praise for Sophie Hannah and 

Closed Casket. 

 

Ann Peet  

Great new Poirot novel from Sophie Hannah.  

How delightful to have a new murder mystery featuring the great Poirot. 

Sophie Hannah has done a terrific job in producing an enjoyable and 

compelling story and in recreating Poirot with all his mannerisms and with his 

method of detection that we expect and love. 

There are some of the usual elements - a house party at a mansion and a change 

to a will - but there is an intricate plot and plenty of twists. The characters are 

perhaps not fully developed, as in Christie's own novels maybe, but there are a 

good range of suspects including two delightfully nasty women. Sophie 

Hannah's writing is in keeping with Agatha Christie's style though with more of 

a psychological dimension. I wasn't wholly convinced by this aspect but was 

happy to enjoy Poirot's unravelling of the complex mystery and the gathering 

where he announces who is the guilty party in his usual fashion.  

I hope Sophie Hannah will continue with these books as it is great to have more 

Poirot stories written with the same love of the character and excellent plotting 

as Christie herself. 

  

Sarah Musk  

A worthy successor to our most famous crime writer.  Sophie 

Hannah gets the plot, the setting, and the characters just right - a 

satisfying read for Agatha Christie fans.  

I really enjoyed this book and genuinely could not work out who the murderer 

was until the end.  I have only read a few Agatha Christie (the most famous 

ones) and Sophie Hannah has written a book in a style very similar to the 

famous author. 

She has kept the format pretty much the same - a murder in a country house 

within a closed circle of guests.  Red herrings are laid as to who it possibly could 



 

be - everyone has a motive and a secret past.  A lot of the guests are not what 

they seem.  Hercule Poirot is the Detective with his clever, wily mind and 

inscrutable remarks and, of course, there has to be an incompetent, thick-

skinned policeman who gets his come-uppance in the end - in this case Inspector 

Conree. 

I cannot think of anything negative to say about this book - it is well written, the 

plot is clever, Hercule Poirot is how he should be, the stereotypes of the time are 

just right and I think Sophie Hannah is a worthy successor to our most famous 

lady crime writer.  I hope she writes more books in the same genre. 

  

Victoria Whish  

All the classic Christie ingredients are here to make a heady cocktail 

of poison, intrigue and country house murder most foul! It's an open 

and shut case - you'll love this book!  

All the classic Christie ingredients are here to make a heady cocktail of poison, 

intrigue and country house murder most foul!  

This is a wonderful read with a superb cast of characters, narrated not by 

Monsieur Poirot but by Edward Catchpool a Scotland Yard detective. Both men 

have been invited to Lady Athelinda Playford’s country estate but neither are 

sure why. Lady Athelinda is a famous children’s author, very much in the Blyton 

mould who has created a long running series about a character called Shrimp 

Sutton who solves mysteries. 

We find out at a very dramatically convened dinner party, that Lady Athelinda 

is planning to alter her will in favour of her faithful secretary, Scotcher to the 

exclusion of her own children who have also been summoned to supper. The first 

twist in the tale comes with the fact that Scotcher is terminally ill and likely to 

predecease Lady Playford. What follows is murder, mystery and mayhem all 

played out in glorious homage to Christie but in Sophie Hannah’s own 

inimitable style. 

I haven’t read Sophie Hannah’s first take on Poirot – ‘The Monogram Murders’ 

but I certainly intend to now. I would also like to see a series of Edward 

Catchpool and Poirot teaming up to solve other cases as I think they make for a 

good double act. 

It’s no mystery, it's an open and shut case - you’ll love this book! 

thewhishlist/@VicKWhish 



 

Joan Sidwell  

The plot is solid Agatha Christie; complicated, convoluted, with 

several red herrings and the inevitable twist, I enjoyed the 

denouement immensely.  

Sophie Hannah’s second book featuring Hercule Poirot is equally as good as her 

first one.  Poirot is invited to a houseparty in Ireland by a famous children’s 

author, Lady Athelinda Playford.  Also present is Detective Edward Catchpool 

from Scotland Yard.  Neither of the two men has ever met Lady Playford before 

and are unsure as to why they have been invited.  During dinner with Lady 

Playford’s family and lawyers they are party to an announcement by Lady 

Playford that she is leaving her considerable fortune to her secretary, Joseph 

Scotcher.  This is a complete surprise as he has a terminal illness, with only 

weeks to live and she is in good health. 

The characterisations are humorous and wonderfully descriptive but it is Poirot 

and Detective Catchpool who capture the imagination.  Sophie Hannah 

portrays Hercule Poirot perfectly, with his unique phrasing and nuances, for 

example, “Lady Playford explained him to me”.  Detective Catchpole narrates 

the story and like all good policemen disappears into the background of the 

story, watching and waiting, a brilliant foil for Poirot. 

The plot is solid Agatha Christie, complicated, convoluted, with several red 

herrings and the inevitable twist, I enjoyed the denouement immensely.  You do 

not have to be a fan of Poirot and Agatha Christie to enjoy this book.  It is 

refreshing to read something that relies on good old fashioned sleuthing and not 

the array of today’s science and technology to find the perpetrator. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

An entertaining and intriguing mystery which kept me on my toes!  

I approached this book with an open mind as I am quite an Agatha Christie fan 

and have been since my early teens.  I am happy to report that I was pleasantly 

surprised by this country house murder story set in Ireland, the second in a 

recently commissioned series of Hercule Poirot  mysteries. 

Sophie Hannah has introduced a new character in the form of Inspector 

Edward Catchpool.  It is he who tells the story and he has a very different voice 

to other Christie detectives.  Once I had got my head around that fact, I rather 

enjoyed it.   

 



 

I think it does capture the essence of Agatha Christie's style, but it is not an exact 

imitation.  I think it would be very difficult to replicate Christie's method 

completely.   It's a bit of a slow burner and the plot is quite complex.  It has, 

however, all the classic 'whodunnit' features in that everyone is a suspect and 

there are plenty of twists and turns plus the odd red herring!  There's also some 

dry and subtle humour running through it.   

All in all I found it an entertaining and intriguing mystery which kept me on my 

toes until the summing up and the final reveal.  I haven't read the first Hercule 

Poirot mystery by Sophie Hannah but am now looking forward to doing so! 

@Butterflybiblio 

 

Angie Rhodes  

Clonkakilty, County Cork, and Lady Athelinda (Athie to her friends) Playford is 

having a  house party, and Hercule Poirot is on the guest list.   Alas, this is not 

just an ordinary party, as two lawyers and Edward Catchpole of Scotland Yard 

have also been invited. Lady Athelinda has an announcement to make, one that 

will upset her children, and shock the other guests. Dinner is served, along with 

Athie's announcement; she has changed her Will, leaving everything to someone 

who has only weeks to live. Her children are not only left without a penny, but 

in shock too, and it is not long before the screaming starts and the body is found. 

Hercule has his work cut out for him, as, at every twist and turn, he seems to 

meet a dead end. Will he be able to solve the crime?   Well I didn't guess the 

killer, and I am hoping you won't either. A great book, Agatha 

Christie, would be thrilled!! 

 

Rachael Anderson 

An enjoyable new Hercule Poirot murder mystery ‘Closed Casket’ involves 

Hercule Poirot and his new sidekick, Inspector Edward Catchpool attempting to 

solve a murder mystery in Lady Playford's mansion in Ireland. Lady Playford 

had invited a range of guests to her home in order to reveal her new will. This 

leads to a murder being committed and to a series of revelations. Inspector 

Catchpool seems to be Sophie Hannah trying to come up with a new Captain 

Hastings. However, it is not a completely successful character. He lacks the 

charm and imaginative leaps of Hastings. Overall, I found him rather dull and 

irritating. The plot is not completely predictable, but is a little absurd at times. 

You have to suspend your disbelief in relations to some unbelievable reactions 



 

and events in order to enjoy the novel. An enjoyable murder mystery, but 

it is not as well written as Agatha Christie's novels. It is however still 

worth reading. 

 

Helen Lowry  

Classis Agatha Christie setting - a country house just crying out for a murder to 

be committed, even with two detectives among the house guests, one being the 

esteemed Hercule Poirot.   

Being a big Agatha Christie fan, I was very much looking forward to 

reading this book and I wasn’t disappointed.  

The scene is classic Christie, a large country house, set in Ireland, presided over 

by Lady Playford. She is a writer of children’s fiction and is about to create her 

own story including the great Hercule Poirot and Inspector Catchpool of 

Scotland Yard.  

As her guests arrive, all with their own secrets and agendas, she sets the scene 

by changing her will in favour of a dying man.  

But is murder on the cards? And if so, who and why with two detectives among 

the guests. 

An entertaining mystery, which did keep me guessing. I liked the style and 

plotting used by Sophie Hannah, which I think would appeal to most Christie 

fans. ‘Closed Casket’ is an entertaining read and I look forward to 

reading further such novels.      

 

Joy Isabella  

The plotting and characterisation are all reminiscent of Agatha 

Christie, meaning I was instantaneously transported into the story.  

Lady Athelinda Playford has arranged a dinner at her home to make an 

announcement; that she has altered her will, removing her children and, 

instead, vowing to leave everything to a man who has been given a terminal 

diagnosis. Surprise descends, even from the one now destined to inherit, but 

soon there is more to be concerned with when someone is found murdered. 

Thankfully for all involved, Lady Athelinda has invited Hercule Poirot and a 

Scotland Yard Inspector to dinner, both of whom are determined to solve the 

case that has now presented itself.  

 



 

Closed Casket is Sophie Hannah’s second take on Hercule Poirot, the detective so 

skillfully crafted by Agatha Christie, the queen of crime. Having not yet read 

Hannah’s first, The Monogram Murders, I imagined I was going to be 

disappointed with this telling, but I really needn’t have worried. I always felt as 

if I was reading a novel of Christie’s era. The plotting and characterisation are 

all reminiscent of her, meaning I was instantaneously transported into the 

story. There are red herrings in abundance and the usual whittling down of 

prospective murderers leading up to the novel’s conclusion. Sophie Hannah was 

thoroughly adept at getting into the psyche of each of the characters, whilst not 

divulging too much too early. 

Sadly my copy of this novel erroneously ended mid-sentence and part way 

through the summing up of the crime, so I will have to make sure I get my hands 

on a complete copy very soon in order to finish this gripping tale!"  

joyisabella.com / @Joy_Isabella88 

 

Emily Wright 

Hannah captures the spirit of Christie with a narrative accessible to 

a contemporary audience. Closed Casket transported me back to the 

golden age of detective fiction.  

When Lady Athelinda Playford changes her will, leaving her entire estate to a 

dying man, she confidently declares that something wonderful may happen. 

Why then has she invited Hercule Poirot and Scotland Yard’s Inspector 

Catchpool to stay at Lillieoak, her country house in Clonakilty? When the 

announcement is made, Poirot determines to keep all at Lillieoak safe. However, 

it is not long before the great Belgian detective has to put his little grey cells to 

use solving an unexpected murder. Sophie Hannah writes with a clarity and 

passion which pay homage to Christie’s writing, whilst injecting her own 

energy into the compelling plot. As an existing Poirot fan, I was delighted with 

Hannah’s portrayal of Hercule. As soon as I met him in the novel, it was clear 

that this is the Poirot I know and love. His mannerisms and phrasing leapt off 

the page, it was like being reacquainted with an old friend. If you enjoy Poirot 

on television, you will recognise him here. Inspector Catchpool is the narrator of 

the novel and I felt his self-effacing personality made him an ideal sidekick for 

Poirot. Closed Casket bears all the hallmarks of a classic ‘whodunit’. With a 

somewhat dysfunctional upper class family, a grand country house and plenty 

of red herrings, crime fiction devotees won’t be disappointed. 

 



 

Kathryn Whitfield   

Fantastic Hercule Poirot mystery, Sophie Hannah has got it right 

again. 

I absolutely loved this story, I couldn't solve it myself and definitely needed 

Hercule Poirot to guide me through the twists and turns of this who done it 

saga.  Fantastic characters I loved them all but my favourites being Lady 

Playford and of course Hercule Poirot.  

I was so excited to read this story because of Hercule Poirot and also I have 

never read anything by Sophie Hannah before and I had heard good reviews 

and she didn't disappoint. 

@kathreenieA  

 

 


